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INTJIDDUCTION, 



^MONG tlie numbers ixJio were attracted to the capital 

I 

igf France^ by the desire of viewing those interesting 
scenes and splendid exhibitions^ which the late extraor^ 
dinary revolution has laid open to the British public^ 
was the author of theJhUowing letters. Possessing an en- 
lightened and liberal mind, acute observation of character^ 
and sensibility to the productions of art ; gijted besides 
K»ith a felicity of representation, which conveying his 
ideas to his readers at the moment, and in all thejreshness 
with which they were received : have given to his descrip^ 
tions all the truth, spiint and vivacity^ of pictures, done 
upon the spot, with a pencil, at once facile, lively and un* 
€tffected. The opportunities which the liberal spirit of the 
country affords for the gratification of curiosity ; he made 
use of with intelligence and industry, in visiting and eX'^ 
amining the inestimable treasures of the Louvre, the works 
of modem art and maniifactures, public institutions, build-' 
ings, places of amusement, manners and customs of the 
people, Sfc, Sfc. and his introductions to the most jrro^ 
minent characters of the day, have opened to him peculiar 
sources of information, which have enabled him among other 
material advantages, to enrich his work with anecdotes of 
these, distinguished individuals, and of those illustrious 
pei'sonages who have lately performed so important a part 
gn the theatre of the world. 
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iNTRODUCTlOif. 



These letters possess also the advantage of being wf'Hteai 
hefore either time^ or the new order qf things^ could have 
softened dffwny or worn off in any material degrde^ the 
sharpness of the impressions^ which the extraordinary events 
qfthe last Jive and twenty year s^ along with the mighty hand 
qfthe late rtde7', had stamped upon the country. They are 
besides interesting io the tourist, from the details which 
they enter into^ofthe m>ode of travellings manner of livings 
in Paris, expences, S^c. 8^c. In short ** whether amusC" 
*' ment or infoi-mation be the object qf the reader^ they 
** may be perused with advantage^ as they contain a 
*^. copious/und of both!^ 
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LETTER I. 



Dteppe, August 5. 

The morning of the first of August had for two or 
three months befoi'e been determined upon by our party^ 
six in number, for departure on this excursion. One 
of th(it party had indeed been dispatched at the begin- 
ning of Jidy, to prepare the way before us; and as I 
am one of those who do not lightly change a purpose 
once conceived, or suffer small difficulties to turn me 
out of my way, the destination was regarded as un- 
alterable, till thedfty of departure was almost arrived. 
But it pleased Sir William Cpngreve to offer us an in- 
ducement .too powerful to be resisted, and the destinies 
themselves yielded to an adjournment of two days. 

At last We arrived, at a little after six in the morn- 
ing at the Old Ship, at Brighton. Here, after some of 
that shuffling about, which one is occasionally obliged 
to endure at an (Mrerthronged inn, we got seated in a 
very pleasant but not very neat room, that commanded 
a full view of the sea. Though our tea and our cream 
bore no comparison with the coffe^ if^c, at the White 
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4 DIARt OF AK EXCURSION TO PRANCE. 

Hart, at Ryegate, the civility of the landlord and 
waiters reconciled u« to oUr accommodation. We found 
that there was a vessel just ready to sail ; but we found 
also, that Lord Mountjoy had antici|^ated us by taking 
it entirely to himself. Another, however, is to sail this 
evening, at eight o'clock, they say, and we have agreed 
with Capt. Willooghby for our passage. 

Brighton is no favourite place of mine ; an unin- 
teresting shore, houses of procelain, for of such the 
glazed tiles that are substituted for bricks give it the 
appearance, and some transcendently tasteless buildings, 
that I will not criticise, compel me to acknowledge, that 
when I have said it is a place on the sea coast, I have 
said all that can be said in its favour. The state of my 
heakh gave no adventitious charms to the scenery. I 
was obliged to stretch myself almost the whole of the 
day upon a sopha, which the landlord, with great civi- 
lity, procured from his upholsterer, immediately upon 
my expressing a wish for such a convenience, which the 
room had not before contained. 

I reppsed mysdf upon the sofa till I was successively 
visited by the Oustom-house officer and the Captain of 
the packet. The former very civilly examined our 
tronks and parcels, which (as ^e had taken some pains 
to let it be obvious that we had nothing to eonceal) he 
did not disturb, but took an account of their number, 
and to whom they respectively belonged, and informed 
us that we had nothing more to do than to take them 
with us to the boat, when we went aboard, or send them 
to the boat-house, and answer to any enquiries that 
might be made, that he had seen them* 

The Ca|>tain of the packet having assured us that he 
sliould sail at about seven or eight o'clock, we drdered 
dinner at fouri that we might be in readinen. 
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At ahoutr seven o'clock our porttnanteatis were tokeit 
to ^le boat-house. 

Eight o'clock canie, nine o'clock came, darknes:^ 
camef but our Captain came not to inform us that his 
bark was ready. At length tired of idle expectation^ 
We ordered candles ; the ladies took their needles* the 
gentlemen their books, and I took out my writing-desk, 
mended my pen, and spread my paper before me tg 
pursue my diary ; when at the instant that my pen was 
dipped injto the ink, enters the Captain, all bustje and 
complaint about being obliged to hunt here for part of 
his passepgeirs, and there for another part, while one 
was gone to the libraries, and another to the Crescenti^ 
|U)d another to the Stein. But he had sent off all the 
luggage and part of the passengers in one boat, and the 
other was ready to start, and he was ready to start with 
us, and he wQuld no wait for any body else, and if they 
were not at the boat they must stay behind. So 
we bustled to his bustle, hurried our commodities into 
our travelling bags, and accompanied him doi^n stairs. 
At the door, however, we |ost our Captain, and as we 
were hurrying towards the beach we were met by the 
boatman, who, with a manner altogether that savoured 
of vehement insolence, would have turned us back till 
he came for us — *< If we did not^attend to him and fol- 
low his directions, we should never get off to»night ; 
the boat was not tome back, and y^e could not go yet.'' 
Ii) this chaps of orders an^ coimter-orders, I resolved at 
least to obey what to ipe appeared the higher authori^^ 
or at i^ny rate, to Mcape from the vehement insolence of 
the coi^nter-orderer. He was, however, right in matteri 
how wrong soever in his mannel:. On the beach we sat 
upon our travelling-l^ags for more than hatf an hour^ 
admiring the moon bespangling the swelling waves, and 
listening to the roar of the surge, before the boat ap* 
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peared in sight. When it did appear, it either could 
not or would not come near to the beach ; and again 
there seemed to be mutiny in the fleet. 

The boat-master made vignalsfrom the nhore, and 
even sent messages by a smaller boat, which they on 
bodrd refused to obey. At length, in three successive 
cargoes we were shipped off in this little boat, and put 
on board the larger boat' that was to carry us aboard the 
packet : but no Captain appeared; and to the packet we 
were conveyed without him, and in the packet we re* 
mained till afler twelve o'clock, waiting for the Captain; 
who, it was evident, had some little snug business of his 
own to manage t in which the boatman was to be no 
sharer; and which was at once the cause of the. discord 
between them, 'tod of our delay. The most provoking 
part of the business was, that we lost three or four hours 
of brisk and favourable wind, that would have carried u$ 
half the way across, and were in consequence becalmed 
before our passage was much more than half completed, 
so that instead of being eight or ten hours on the sea we 
were more than twenty-eight. And precious hours they 
were to many of us — to me in particular, who now felt for 
the first time what sea- sickness was. I had been repeatedly 
6n the sea before. 

• r 

' I cannot boast of the accpmmodations of the packetr^ 
though perhaps they are as gpod as the nature of the thing 
admits ; and we had the best of them : for my wife, my 
daughter and myself had .the little pabin to our^Ives, 
which professes to have foyr beds : but two of the bed- 
places were used an stores, and ther^ were in reality but 
two beds, on which the two ladies laid themselves down, 
Tvhile I reposed (if repose it might be called) oq the 
travelling bags* There was. but one lady besides in 
our thronged pftfty? who had ^ tolerably comfortably 
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bed made up for her, on the deck, under the flbade of 
Lord Cranboume's carriage. ^His Lordship and hit 
companion reposed in the carriage itself. 

When my sickness had sufficiently subsided to permit 
me to listen to the conversation of the mingled groupes 
upon deck, I was not a little entertained by their animad- 
versions and disputiations. — French and English, Swiss, 
Scotch and American, each had his national prejudices 
and his national characteristics. I will do the French- 
men, however, the credit to say, that I heard firom them 
no vain boasting or gasconade. Of the modesty oi my 
own countrymen I cannot say so much. But what 
amused and instructed me most was the ccmversation be* 
tween an American and some English who had been in 
America; bnd of them, it seemed, was for some time in 
Canada, and had served in the English army during the 
present war. 

About six o^clodc being perfectly: becalmed with th^ 
tide against us, a row-boat from Dieppe came alongside 
us to take us into port. We were then about five or six 
iniles distant; but they were obliged to work us with oar 
and sail (for-^a little breeze sprung up after a time) many 
miles in a contrary directipn, before they ooukl get into 
the stream that was to carry us to Dieppe, so that we 
did not arrive here till between twelve and one o'clock 
on Friday morning. The night however had been 
very fin^, only that it was much cooler than I should 
have expect^ at the season of the year. The moon 
bespangled the waves and illuminated the (;liiFs, fmd the 
occasional lightrhopses sent out their far^beaming lights 
.^ direct and cheer us. But all were impatient of delay; 
imd grumbling frequently supplied the want of conversa- 
tion. We brought our bags with us to the shore ; about 
which the Custom-house officers gave us but little trouble; 
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bat oar boxes and portmanteaus were left behind in the 
packet, to ^ ex^JOiirved on its arrival in |x>rt. Our pas^ 
sage cost us two guineas a*head« besides 38. each to the 
boat that took us on board, and the same to that which 
brought ttt} ashore. 



LETTER II. 

■ . ■ ' . ^ 

Deoilla^ near Houen^ FriJajfy jfugust 5. 

" ' • • • • •• 

HAVING landed from our piiot-bpat, and paid (as 
we had previously dpne, for the boat t^at put^is on 
board the packet) 3s. a head to th^ boatman) we dispersed, 
oar traveliiiig bags and soch sn>a^ things as we were per? 
9iHted to bring with us from the ship, among the porters^ 
who where plying even at that IfUe (or 'early) hour upoi^ 
the quajTSy and set off each in our respective parties in 
^oest of lodgings. My intention was to have put up at 
ihe Hotel de Paris: but the v^ry civil and portly master 
of that bouse lamented, with a courteous shrug and soft 
tone of voice, that there ^bs ^^^sibeaueeup d*etranger 
dans la ville, ^il n^etott pas possible de ndus accomifwder.**^ 
At the Hotel de Grand Maison, we encountered th» 
same disappointment, but not in the same courteous^ 
phi*a8e: for the servant, whom we made enquiry at the 
gate, left us there for a considerable time, expecting our 
answer, for which our guide was at last obliged to go to 
the house itself, which is at a considei^able distance ^p a 
long yard. Our guide then conducted us to the Hotel 
de Londers : where we met not only with the number of 
beds w^e wanted, but also with what we did not want, a 
Wdlordthat spoke En^ish very well, and yvB% disposed 16 
talk English to us. This was rather too convenient, as it 
diminished oor inducements, for speaking the laifguage of 
the country: which tbetraveller ought ahirays toplace him*^' 



DIARY OF AN SXCURSIOK TO FRANCE. T 

edf under the tiecegsityof doing Mmiich aftpo«i8>h* 
Having ordered our sapper, tbeUndlord bron^t ns hti 
list of wtoes : we chose the first and cheapest, . Vin d^ 
MacoHj which is charged at 2 francs, or 16. 8d. a bottlei 
and I confess, that to my palate it is infinitdy superior 
to the very best wines waare in the habit of drinking 
in England. 

The Hotel de Londers is by no means one of the best 

inns at Dieppe; and of lis general cleanliness we cannot 

say much; but we had as clean beds (as I understand 

icQm the travellers I have met with, one is pretty sure of 

having at inns in France), not very soft, indeed, but 

sufficiently comfortable for the purpose of a traveller* 

Our supper was neither long preparing, nor were we 

long in dispatching it ; turbot, motton-chops, and pi«i 

geons^ with comfits, as our landlord called them, wcni 

quickly washed down by the Vin deMacan; and we were 

in bed and asleep in less time after our arrival at our 

Hotd, than I have sometimes bad to wait at an English 

inn, foe the dressing of a beef««teak. This dispatdi of 

cookery: is however, I beliere^ the only particular in 

which the attendance given at a French Hotel, will bear 

any comparison with that at the inns on our side of the 

water. 

• 
After breakfast we wept in quest of the packet, which 

we found lying alongside the quay^, We looked to the 

landing and arrangement of our baggage, and then ao- 

iBompanied it to the Custom-house, where it was to be eX'-^ 

amined; and It was certainly, not a little curious to ob* 

serve the. number of persons who found employment, iC 

employment it may be called} in the removal andeX'>«^ 

i|niiaation of about thirty portmanteaus, bdonging to 

i^bout as many passengers. Th^ scrutipy here appeared 

^Jbe tden^bly particular; and I bad a specimen of one 
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aAvantRge in gooii packing which I hnd not anticipated. 
The largest trunk we had, which wan partly occupied by 
my own appaiei, I had, according to my custom, packed 
with my own hands; and though it contained three timca 
the number of things that were containwl in any of the 
others, it cost not two minntes, nor the derangement of 
a single article, to get to the very bottom of it ; and the 
exclamation bicri orange ! Hieii orange! was scarcely rei- 
terated by the standers by, before tlie box was shut 
down again and locked; while some little boxes tbat 
were in all disorder were aquartcr of an hoar under the 
liandii of the inspectors, and could scarcely be locked at 
all after the tumbling they had experienced. 

Our business at the Custom -liouse bring conclnded by 
about eleven o'clock, and our pass-porU huving been pre- 
seoted and attested at tbe Beaureau, we had time to look 
about the town. Dieppe is, in my estimation, a spectacle 
of no common interest; there is a rude and picturesque 
grandeur about it, that forms a striking ccH^trast with the 
porcelain spruccncss of Brighton. Every thing hear, 
indeed, is picturesque; the bold perpendicular rocks at 
the mouth of the harbour; the antique mins on the op- 
posite side ; the citadel und works upon Uie heights that 
over-hang the shore; but above all the main street iind 
town itself, presenting ns it does, a fine, bold, harmo- 
nizing whole, venerable from a sort of unwearied anti- 
quity: where moss and weeds assist the h.tnd of time in 
breaking the level lines of the architrave, without marring 
the character of the architecture, and where no spruce 
patches of modern embeJiishment give that spottiness of" 
effect which tlie artist so justly despises, all together con- 
■piro to render Dieppe an interesting object to the eye 
of the picturesque traveller. The houses do not look as 
if they came together by acciilent — lltey belong to each 
other, and a street is one entire building, in which the 
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large windows bear a JDst proportion to the heights and 
dimensions of the whole. Yet nothing can be farther 
from monotony than the appearances of this town ; whose 
shops display at once their varied commodities, and their 
pots of ornamental and luxuriantly flowing shrubs, whose 
balconies decorated with line orange trees, large myrtles, 
..and laurel-roses, and .whose wide, open windows, that 
like the folding xloors of a hall lay opep to the whole 
front of their sitting- Kooms, and exhibit the fenjales of 
all clashes plying their needles in full publicity, give life 
find gaiety to tlie whole. Ipternal finishing, indeed, 
jseems never to have been thought of, nor, perhaps, in- 
ternal comfort. The rooms have no ceilings of plaister ^ 
but the e}se naked rafters are well white-washed ; and in 
the best streets, at least in this respect, they are uni- 
,.formly fresh and clean. As I know no more of the^r 
comestic economy than their open windows revealed to 
me, I cannot say whether commendation of cleanliness 
will go any further. Oyr own inn y^ixs not entitle^ 
xven to thi^ degree of praisjC* 

The great church of St. Jaq\ies, and indeed the other 
.church also, deserve some attention. Every recess io 
these, it seems, is a chapel, where some pious ceremo- 
nies are to be performed ; and one of them, in parti.- 
,cular, where a sculpture of Christ lying upo^ a tomb 
strewed over with real shrubs and flowers, is surrounded 
by a pai:cel of painted figures, as large as life, cut put 
and propt upright, like pasteboaiti figures in a panto- 
mime procession, had to our Protestant apprehensions 
a most ludicrous effect; which the row of faithing 
candles burning in the front, did not at all diminish. 
Virgin Marys in wood and stone^ painted to the lif'e^ and 
decorated with real veils and chaplets, were not to us 
more edifying. These and the other particular objects 
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bf curiosity may be examined more or less according to 
titne and tagte ; but the coup d^ ceil from the cliffs should 
by no means be n^lected. . It is really a very fine thing— 
trorthy the pencil of a master. 

Symptoms of long stagnated trade and decayed popu-- 
lation are evident. Many of the upper stories (of which 
there Bxefrom two to three in the roofs) are obviously 
untenanted and suffered to remain windowless and in 
dilapidation. Keels and ribs of vessels are to be seefi 
along the beach and in the docks, that seems to hav6 
been neglected by the builders till the timber is begin-: 
ning to decay ; and in fact the population, I am tol<l 
has Reclined from 26 to 20,000. 

Among the novelties that strike the eye of the stranger 
are, the appearance And the employments of women: 
their huge high caps, their complexions tanned by expo- 
'Stire to the atmosphere, their comparatively masculine 
Mtire, and the very motions of their limbs, shew them 
to be a more active race of beings, than the women of 
(he same class in our country. The Poisards, upon 
Vhose mart bur window directly looked, pxt certainly 
^UCh more decent in their appearance, and infinitely 
\titt^ decorous in their manners than ours. I was highly 
*amused and edified by observing the patient civility, I 
tnight even say politeness, with which th^y answered 
all the enquiries which the curiosity of Mrs. ■■ ■' ■ ■■ 
prompted her to tnake relative to the names and prices 
bf their eommodiliejf.* Let no Parisian lady venture so 
to CfOSs-question tKe fish women of Billingsgate or of 
Fottdmouth. "The lace-women who were gregariously 
Assembled with their cushions and bobbins iii the same 
Iharket-plaCe, seemed of the two the less Reputable class 
of beings ; but the female clerks, inspectors and super- 
visors that looked to the unloading of ships, kept the 
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account of what was done, and gave out the checks and 
certificates, indicated the participation of the sexof thiis 
country in the higher functions and activities ofUfe; 
which must necessarily qontribate to their importapcr 
and independence. 



LETTER III. 

Xkvilla^ near JRouen^ Friday^ August 6. 

AS our curiosity was not satisfied time enough to per-* 
xnit lis to get forwards to Deville, the place of oi|r desti^^ 
nation, a little better than a leiigtie short of- Rouen, in 
any tolerable time, we resolved, though not much de^ 
l%hted with our hotel, to stop there another night, and 
proceed on bur journey early in the morning. We of a 
dered dinner, accordingly, and drank with it anoihoi 
bbttle of Vin de Macon^ which appeared to us all. to bt 
ttiuch better than what we had drank with our morning 
supper. We had intended to change our liquor amd 
taste their Muscat, for variety sak^ but the Maeoa wiM 
brought without enquiry, so wq took it as it came; yM 
we were none of us of that honourable fraternity w)n^ 
maintain the glory 4^ old l^ngknd by shewing foreignArl 
}i6w much wine they can swallowy and wb w&^ lloa4^<9f 
ISA disposed fi>r a second bottle; io .see the jpooptiy .fri^f 
of more consequence to us than to taste the wiaei. ^ ^ 
we walked about the town apd ofk theiJoliffi^.tUi it "Wfil 
dark I then took our cofiee (whioh^ by the:way, ,iws8.Mt 
4ny thing like so good a^ we had met with at thf 
ffart, in Ryegate)) And rftiml $arest# 
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Saturday 6. 

• We roue at five, and were ready to start, as we had^ 
liTDposed, at six,; but our vpiture, notwithstanding the 
boasts of our landlord, and pretended bustle of the pos- 
tillion and his assistants, was not quite ready till near 
half after. I should observe that the Maitre del Hotel 
de Londres took care to let us perceive that he inew how 
to make out a bill for Englishmen. Our voiture,. for 
%hich we paid fifty francs, was an open Carriage with 
leathern curtains, however, which would enclose us in^ 
case of rain, and dravi^n 5y three hdr'ses ; the driver being 
le^ed ojd s^ little dieky before us. We raiglu have Ra- 
velled by the Diligence at less expence, and with more, 
fxpeditjon ; for it is surprising to see with what expedi-; 
tkm t^ horses of this country drag along the heavy,, 
tombrous carriages they ^e tied to : and how quifklj 
one feU of .horses is taken away, and another tj^thered, 
inihetr places; but then' two of us at leasts, if not ^e 
whole, must have been mured up in. the inside, of that} 
^iismal vehicle (for the cabri<>let, or open firpnt, cai[i;ied( 
but. three; and- have seen iibput as mueh of thecpui^. 
try we were travelling through^ as we might have see^ 
ttani a window in: some court in Fleet-street.;- ^i^ 
wbich no doubt many ai^ ingenious tra^eller.has coUe^ted^ 
lds>' observations on .France, SpaiajL . and Germany. Tt^e 
Country from Dieppe t;o Roueny exoept the last three, o^r 
fottt leagues^ which is a fine Derbyshire, dale, .expanding 
Hy degrees to* a BoUe vally^ i» all one open champagne* 
fe>}^int of fertihty and lagrionlturtd iiianagfsm<^t^. I have 
tartaioly.seen nothing e^iial to it in any pai(tof Eugla^. 
Seai^lyjK^bk isif bare*,faUo9v. any. where to be, seen;; and 
you travel for miles* 'betw^ei^.Hnin^nse £elds qf diffisrent 
kinds of grain, ripening in full luxuriance, without seeing 
such a thing as a weed. The flax indeed is not always 
as clean as the grain ; but of corn-fields I certainly saw 
but two during the whole day that were at all foul» 
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There are no hedges eVe» by the road side, but the coun- 
try is far from being deficient of wood, either in grouper 
and plantations, or in single trees or rows by the rp^d 
side. Fruit trees ako abound, both in orchards and 
along the road. 

At Tostes, the ha:If-way house from Dieppe to Itouen^ 
we stopped to breakfast, and found the whole house^ 
except the common breakfast-room, pre-occupied by 
Lord and Lady Mountjoy. Tostes, to an English eye, 
looks like a most miserable inn ; but it furnishes good 
accommodation in essentials. Here first we knew what 
coffee kt and with nice bread, good butter, abundance 
of excellent eggs, and some tolerable mutton-chops^ we 
made a luxurious breakfai^t for about the same price that 
is charged for an ordinary one at an English Inn. Here 
we met some English travelTeihs, who had left their bags 
behind them, and were making the grand four* They 
talked largely of the fine things they had seen in Paris j 
re-echded the unf^ersal f'epdrt of the fertility and culti-' 
vationof the country they had passed through, eat of a 
supce^sion of five or srx different' articles of French 
coblcery, which they washed down with d bottle of Bur- 
gundy a man, andtfieri boosted how glorious a breakfast 
ihey had made for seven francs a-head. 

r At the door I fell. in with another grdup of the iame 
description (for they are. a class of people one cannot^ 
mistake) who were lamenting* npt exulting, over those^ 
evidences of agriculturial, prosperity they had been wit- 
nessing. ^ This will muke England's heart acheos^ 
day brother," saysiope^of; them, '^ if we do not have a- 
war again soon to keep them: down.'' I could scarc^j^ 
bav« restrained myjndiguation, if I had not been assist<» 
«di by contempt. - : : For rny;^ part, the prospect of the feli« * 
mky ofa^neighbouring ct>i^try wiU never make my heart 
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aclie. . There is room enotlgh in this great world for tht 
happiness both of France and England, atid Nature hftt 
bounties enough for both; if we waste them liot in am^ 
bitious or jealous wars. For my part, I could wish to 
see France enjoy both agricultui^al and commercial pros* 
perity, that the sweets of peace might wean her from 
ambition. 



LETTER IV. 

Rouefij August 8. 

WHEN you pass Cambres, the character of the scene 
begins to change. You descend into a deep valley, richly 
"^wooded and interspersed with orchards; the banks of 
the fine trout stream and tributary streamlets^ richly 
adorned by ornameptal culture; where, among poplar^ 
ttid weeping willows, sycamores, young chesnuts^ ever- 
gr^n^ of various kinds, and the red berries of the moun- 
ts ash, ffustories, and populous yiUages present them- 
selves in every direction) ao4 impress (be niind with the 
' irresistible idea of a country destined at no distant pe- 
^ riod to opulence and vast prosperity, if qp infatuation 
of Government, or premature impositions of the State 
ishoold paralyse its growing energies. The conscriptions 
atod military impositions of the late Government,, during 
the last two years, had, I understand, brought the wbol^ 
of this neighbourhood to the brinlc of destructioa:rsa 
that ev^ house in Rouen had been: obliged to stop^pay^. 
nfient — though all were efficiently solvent, fmd all hiiv^ 
already liquidated thdr accounts, o/t are in the procem 
of liquidating them, without loss to a jingle credifor^MMi 
The feetories themselvesi as well as the houses of .the 
proprietors are, many of thjsmj UgUy omiiipentedf bcKr 
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ing built in a good style of architecture, with shafts and 
pilasters, and covered with plaister of Paris ; while the 
roofs are many of them well laid, universally with grey 
slate. This i3 particularly the case with the house and 
factories of my friend Mr. R. who seems, indeed, not 
only to have given the first example of this kind of pic- 
turesque improvement, but the first impulse of that spi- 
rit of emuloud industry to which the neighbourhood of 
Rouen has such extensive obligations. Mr. R. is an 
Englishman by birth ; but before the revolution broke 
out had married a French lady, herself well versed in 
commercial negociations, (a highly favourable example 
of that capability for the more active concerns and du- 
ties of life, to which Frenchwomen owe so large a portion 
of their importance and independence !) 

We arrived at Deville before two ; so that our ]!(^aitr^ 
4'Hotei had not deceived us on his assertion that we 
should "perform our journey in seven hours. Here we 
found oursdves as it were, all npon a sudden transported 
again into England : a delightful house in the best Eng* 
lish style of comfort and accommodation ; grounds laid 
out in the best style of English taste ; and a family of 
friends around us, several of whom talk the English as 
fluently as the French langikage. The ornamental fiii^ 
niture, however, and the dress of the ladies, quickly un-» 
^d the charm-— or rather worked a counter-charm and 
jbrottght us back to France; and if these had not, the 
<:ustoms and the gratifications of the table would. In 
certain of the accommodations for the table, we are much 
better provided in England, than as far as I can judge, 
Irom what I have yet feeen, iuid what I have heard, they 
are in France; but! urn by no means of opinion that 
we make the best use of our advantages. Hie arrange 
ments of a French table are much better than ours; and 



■ ^.■.■r^* 



16 DIAAY OF AN EXCURSION TO FRANCE. 

their <;ookery and their wine.— rl will not mention them 
together ; the very comparison were injurious. 

• 

Four o'clock is the dinner hour al Deville; and whem 
our excellent repast was closed by an excellent cup of 
coffee — which, by the way, the French are certainly right 
in taking, after dii^er, without any milk, the ladies took 
a ride, the gentlemen a walk to Jlouen* Accompanied 
by Mr. T — , the intelligent brother-in-law of my friend 
Jl. we made the circ^lt of the town, through the public 
>valks a^d then<;e back by the quay, into the §ame road 
jjy which we ha^d approached the town. This was a 
walk altogether of about nine miles; it being about three 
miles from Deville to Rouen^ and the circuit of the town 
three miles more. Through the whole of this walk, with 
jexception of the quay, we were conducted along a most 
excellent and magnificent road, which for expansion at 
least, has no parallel in England. On each side of it is 
a broad and excellent foot-path, shaded by a doyble row 
of tall trees; whose majesty of appearance, indeed, is es-> 
sentially injured by the sheers, which, for a considerable 
beight, trim their branches close, and suffer them to 
«pread only in one direction. This hurts at first the eye 
of taste ; which cannot immediately approve of green ar- 
cades and foliage walls; but the sense of utility conquers 
by degrees this i-epugnance; and candour is obliged to 
acknowledge, that if these roads and walks are not p1c-> ' 
turesque, .they are grand; and that, in point of accom- 
modation for the recreation and enjoyment of the ijiha^ 
bitantS) they are worthy of the highest commendation. — 
This is the most favourable view of Eouen. The Ex- 
change, the Coffee-houses on the .quay, the Hospital, 
and all the new builduigs, executed or commenced on 
that side are in the best style of architectural grandeur. 
A Jiew stone bridge .(one of the grand projects of Buo- 
naparte — ^for he had his grand projects for the interior 
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tu well as the exterior) had been deler mined upon and 
commenced : the preparations and materials are seen 
aiound, and some of the buildings, with iheir very found- 
ations twenty feet above the common level of the ground, 
that were to have been connected with this desirable ac- 
commodation, present themselves to the eye of the tra- 
veller, and look proudly over the narrow streets and shin- 
gled walls of this ancient city. But economy, it seemB, 
is the necessary order of the day, with the new govern- 
ment ; and this and many other expensive projects are 
,for the present, at least, laid aside. We walked over the 
old flouting bridge, (a bridge of stone built upon boats 
instead of piers, and rising and tailing with the tide ;) ex- 
amined its structure, and pronouncing it the ingenious in- 
vention of a barbarousage, consigned it without pity to that 
demolition which must inevitably await it, whenever the 
government thinks it can aflbrd, or the opulent of the 
town, in imitation of English speculation, may be per- 
mitted to erect a new and more convenient substitute. 



Sunday 7. 
An English breakfast, with French improvements,— 
They certainly understand coffee in France better than 
we do; and yet I understand the process is very simple^ 
purely pouring boiling water over well-ground coffee, 
and letting il run through the strainer. It is then 
brought on the table in a beaker, or coflee-jiot, either of I 
silver or porcelain, accompanied by another-like utensiL j 
Hill of boiled milk; the coffee is very strong, and to one 
third of this ingredient is usually added in ihc cup two> ' 
third of boiled milk, to which you also add cream anA ' 
lugar, according to your taste. Atler breakfast our whol« | 
party went in three carriages to mass, at ihe church be- . 
longing to the hospital Madelaine. This church is • 
noble and elegant edifice in the Corinthian style of archt' 
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fccture. It was erected, I am told, about *0 years ago, 
and isstiil as fresh an if the stones were just new from the 
chisel. The scene was novel and highly amusing — old 
women ranging chairs in double rows, (for this iine build- 
ing is not deformed by pews and wooden galleries;) these 
constructctl to sit, and those to kneel upon ; and then 
holding out tlitir hands to be paid for the use of them ; a 
busy priest pocking the people as close as they could bo 
flowed, and providing convenient accommodations for 
tbem according to his notions of their rank and import- 
ance, and afterwards handing round a silver [Jate to col- 
lect donations ; throngs of ladies gaily dressed, Vith large 
bonnets, or hats, as they call them on their heads, deco- 
r.ited with immense bunches of artificial flowers; throngs 
of youths, who seemed to come there to admii-e tliera— 
or perhaps with the hopes of being, admired themselves; 
soldiers entering in military parade to the sound of 
drums and warlike instruments, and performing their 
evolutione in the centre aisle of the church ; the accom- 
paniments of the mililnry band during the whole cere- 
mony; the looks and deportment of the people — in 
short eveiy thing, around presented the idea of an as- 
semblage of people for any other purpose in the 
world rather than devotion — about which (from all 
that I have seen,) the pectple of France think as little as 
any people on the face of the earlb. When every thing 
was completely arranged, Marshal Jourdan, the Com- 
tnnndant of the district, attende.l by his suite,, marched 
up the centre flisle, through the file of soldiers, tuwarda 
the altar, and the mass began, Jourdan, I should sup- 
pose, must upon the whole be pleased with the new order 
r^f things. He was in disgrace, and probably did not 
I 'Vinsidcr himself as very secure under the stern displea- 
■ure "f Buonaparte, But he had the air and physiog- 
nomy of a man whose spirit had been beaten down.— . 
Ilia l«Ktk Tcniiuded me very much of General Burgoyna^ 
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who neyer recovered entirely the tone of his mind after 
his disasters in America. I saw the Marshal again at 
the theatre, and had more opportunity to study him ; 
but still together with the indications of considerable 
power, some sensuality, and some humour, either the 
traces of melancholy disappointment were visible, or I am 
physiognomically fanciful. 

J^rbm our military mass we went to view the Cathe- 
dral, which is a very noble monument of gothic anti- 
tjuity. It claims bur William of Normandy for the 
inost and thence to Saint Owen, which is one of its foun- 
ders, perfect things of the kind that I have seen, very 
like St. George's chapel at Windsor, but on a much 
larger scale. It was converted into a foundry for can- 
non, during the revolution. The smoke of the forge is 
still visible. Hence we went tov the Museum, or Pio- 
turqrgallery annexed to the public library; and when 
this closed, walked in the gardens of St. Owen, where we 
met a gay jUiTong of the youth and of the aged of Rouen, 
enjoying idieir walk, lounging on the chairs, or mii^hng 
in conveniat ion among the flowers and trees, which iii 
every little opening and recess of this populous town, 
flourish with a degree of luxuriancy, which to us who 
have witnessed the sickly efforts of vegetation, even in 
the largest squares of London, appears truly magical.-—* 
How many — I could not but reflect, hotv many were the 
provisions foriibe amusement, the costless and innocent 
recreation of the populous of France, while we have nor 
thing but the bi;utalising seductions of the ale-house* 

After dinner we rode to Canteleu, a chateau and vil- 
lage at the top of one of the ridges of high and winding 
hills, that emboss in the expansive and beajutiful vale of 
the Seine. We were rather too late jto see it in all its 
perfection, but it is a noble prospect. The grounds are 
abundantly wooded with fine majestic trees, and are laid 



2p DIARY ON AN EXCURSION TO FRANCE. 

out in what is. called the English style; and from proper 
openings the eye traverses the immense vale, and sinuous 
windings of the majestic river, with its innumerable 
• islands, gay with luxuriant verdure, and rendered still 
more interesting by the traces of human habitation ; even 
to the very smallest (one only excepted,) every islet hav- 
iqg at least a cottage or little farm^house^ But on the 
banks of the river, as far as the eye lean stretch up and 

down, the evidences of populatioii appear in all their 

»■ ■ . . • .... ■ . ^ 

glory. On each side, upon every swell of the ground 
that rises but ever so littlp above the frequently iuiu^- 
dated level, throngs of villages are s^en, many of them 
.considerable, though to be regarded as towns in a l^ss 
populous country ; while Rpuen itself occupying the cen-r 
tre of the sc^ne, spreading over the level, and climbing 
up the opposite hill, with its numerous spires, aud cjose 
thronged streets> yielding habitation^ to inor^ t^a 
50^000 inhabitants, gives imion s^d interest to.t^e wholci. 
i^etter built cities than Rouen are ea^y to be met wtth; 
but one of more picturesque effect in t^e distance is ^qjL 
easily to be conceived ; nor have | ever seen such a t>elt 
of almost uninterrupted populations along the bi^M^ks ojf 
any river. I am told, however, that this belt of p<»>i^k|N 
tion pontinue^ throughout the whole coqrs^ of ^i|^ riv^ 
to Paris. 

Monday 6* 

^ The greater P^^t of this day ^aa combed by the te^ 
dies in visiting the jshops of fesbion^mpngers o£> various 
descriptions, to reform d little tbeiit English rusticity of 
appearance; and as they had the good sense to avoid 
gaudy glare, and give preference to those decoratioi^ 
ihat had most of simplicity in them. I confess I thought 
ihem upon the whole improved by the transformation.- — 
^c young men in the mean time piirsued tbeif fanpicsj 
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4md I walked about the town, saw teyeral of the public 
buildings^ particularly the Palace of Justice, (a large go* 
thic building, that deserves to |be kept in better repftir ;) 
paid my devotions to thee^ies of the Maid of Orleans, 

. notifced tl^e neigbbpiuring vestiges of the residence of the 
Regent Duke of Bedford. In Rouen, as in Di^pe, {eX" 
f:ept in the Riie ^ational^ the Rue de Crosne^ and soine 
othef buildings recently erected in a new and improrved, 
J might even say, superb style,) the rooms apjpear to have 
po ceilings, but merely to be either plaifi^e^ed, o^ even 

• whitewashed between the rafte^ jtlere also^ as in the 
former^ the windows are generally, large in comparisoD 
with the size of the rooms, and by standing c^en, l^y the 
jbterior of the house naked to observation. The shops 
have many of ^hem no fronts at all, but stand wide spread 
to the gaze and the access of the public. The Jiouses 
are high, and the streets wretchedly narrow and dirty; 
they have no flag stones, and have a gutter in the mid- 
dle, like some few lanes in the nfiost neglected parts of 
our metropolis. In many of the streets two carriages 
cannot pass ; but if they must, one must turn into ano« 
jlher street, while the other passes by. In one of the 
istreets in particular, the overhanging floors, tier labove 
tier, approach so near to each other, that you might li- 
terally step out of the houses on one side of the way into 
the upper windows of those on the other. In short, the 
gratification to be expected from seeing Rouen, the in^- 
^erior I mean,) is an antiquarian gratification; and in thii 
point of view it is certainly very highly interesting^^ My 
|riend B. might find materials for half a dozen qoktto cf 
plates apd descriptions. 

Tuesday 9« 

An excursion up the opposite, hill (or mountain, it 
^ght almost be called,) as far as Balbceuf^ presented u$ 
;|^ finer view of the vale of the Seine, than that which we 
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t^ad enjoyed from Canteleu^ I shall not attempt to At* 
iK:ribe the magnificence, the beauty, and the variety of 
this scene. To say it is superb — ^that it blends at once 
the luxuriant, the beauti&l, and the sublime, is to say no 
more thfih is strictly just and true; but it will convey no 
precise ideas of the scenery, and I know not how to fix 
language that can coavey them. The sinosities of this 
£n^ valley, jind those mountain boundaries, continue sH 
JLhe way to Paris, the travelled distance of which is but 
90 miles, while the jcourse of the river is upwards of 300. 
The ground^ at Baiboeuf are laid out in the French style 
pf avenues ^d vistas; which from their extent and vast- 
|)^ss have ^ least a grandeur that is almost sublime. If 
^he style be not the best^ they are among the best of their 
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^ Bouefff Afigust 12. 

' AT an auberge, or little rustic inn, where our horsey 
and drivers stopped to rest themselves, we took a slight 
repast of bread and fruit (some indifferent pears and a 
large dish of excellent cherries), with some very indif^ 
ferent cider, the common liquor of die coimtry. Hum- 
ble as the house, or cottage is, the room we were shewn 
into was bung with a very superior paper to what one 
usually meets with even in inns of a secondary descrip- 
tion, nay in many first-rate inns in England : nor was 
this peculiar : every where one sees an immeasurable 
superiority in the patterns and execution of paper-hang- 
ings ; — be they dean or be they dirty, it is eyident that 
they have once been good and handsome. A clean coarse 
table-cloth, clean white plates and one knife, made up 
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the^um total of the apparatus of our table; and what, 
at such a i*epast could we have wished for more. Here 
while th9 ladies rested themselves we renewed our walk,;. 

and ijpy disquisitions with the intelligent Mr. T » 

on all occasions the obliging guide of our excursions. 
We observed in this ramble some worse crops, and oc- 
casionally a more stoveniy husbandry than bad occurred, 
elsewhere ; but still we had occisisionally tracts of great, 
fertility and excellent management. The crops both of 
wheat and pats in the orch'ards, it was observable^ were 
frequently very fine and scarcely appearedf to be injured 
by the shade of the trees ^ at least not to the extent 
which I have observed in the orchard plots of England, 
and Wales. 

The quiet mode of getting in the harvest in this 
country is another circumstance that distinguishes it 
from our side of the water. Instead of pouring out the 
population of a whole viHage upon one spot, and reap* 
fng a field in a few hours, two or three people go forth 
and cut what is ripe, stack it up, or gather it in, and* 
then cut a piece more. 

We intended to have gone this evening to the play^; 
but we did not get back to dinner at Devilie till between: 
five and six o'clock, and our &vouring destiny preparedi. 
for us a higher gratification for the ensuing evening.— ^ 
Our evening, however, was not to be idle. We took e 
ramble, after dinner, among the manufacturing and agrK> 
cultural villages in the neighbourhood— rwhere wbodaild* 
water, orchard and corn field, high towering hills e^*.; 
meadows spread like level lakes, and reapers ahd- 
spinners returning to their homes, contributed to our : 
amusement and furoished food for meditatioa or re- 
mark. 
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Wednesday 10. 

We again visited Rdnen tiefore dinner; noticed the 
peculiarities of the streets and buildings, W^nt into one 
ar two of the coffee-houses with intention to have taken 
fih ice; but found that these luxuries are not kept in 
i'eadineis till after dinner hours — foiind the waiters as 
well as the guests amusing themselves with draughts and 
other kinds of gaming ; — went to two or three book** 
sellers for Comeille's tragedy of Ariane that was to be 
acted at night, and procured it at l^st at the shop of 
Frete 1* Aine, on the Fort. Here'Ve founds as is com- 
mon in Rouen, merely the shop of shew on the ground 
floor — the shop of business (the bibliothique) up one 
pair of stairs. M. Frere seems to have an expensive 
collection of books and prints — a large dealer in the 
bibliothique blue* Among the works in periodical num- 
bers, we were struck with the l^utiful execution and 
beautiful colouring of the Costume de France^ and the 
GaUerie Theatraile — ^particularly the latter — some of 
the plates in which are exquisite. We purchased here 
t^esides copies of the chefs d* ceuvre de Th, Comeille^ 
plans of Rouen and of Paris, a history of the former, 
and a guide to the lattei*; and then returned to Deville 
to dress ourselves for dinner and for the play— our box 
Having l^een previously prbcut^. The attraction of 
Ae qveniiig wta Mademoiselle Duchesnoise^ one of the 
first actrc'^es from the Parisian Theatre, in the character 
•f Ariane t and this is an attraction indeed — not m 
point of person, for ^e is &r from handsome, aiid her 
•mall ey^ anci full face promiiie at first view but little 
expression. Natural disadvantage however, yield to^ 
h^r superior powers of genius and judgment. Such de- 
tlaihation and such acting I have rarely witnessed. To 
compare her with any actress now upon our stage, would 
be injurious to the last degree. Mrs. Siddons alone, of 
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mil actresses I have known, coold aspire to be her rival j^ 
and even Mrs. S. falls below her in tenderness and na» 
tural pathos, without rising, I thitik, above her in the 
more vehement energies. If in any thing the English 
actress excelled, it was in solemn dignity. In variety 
of emotion, and in the happy accommodation of her 
vtterance^ which, without ever losii^g either its distinct- 
ness, or its rhythmical harmony, .varies through all gra^, 
dations from the most precipitate rapidity to the mo$t 
deliberate solemnity, Mademoiselle Duchesnoise has 
greatly the advantage. Her power over the passiqns Is 
uncontrolable ; nor could my comparatively imperfect 
knowledge of the language, and my total want of &mi« 
liaritywith its pronunciation preserve me from being 
frequently moved to tears. But of all the French peo- 
ple ' I have yet listened to, I have met with no one 
whpm it was so easy to understand. The pther per- 
formers I shall not criticise. They appeared as pro- 
vincial players generally do by the side of a first rate 
actor from the metropolis — ^filling up the scene, but con- 
stituting no part of the interest of the drama* In crir 
tioising the action of Mademoiselle Duchesnoise, I 
should say that she wants a few lessons from our Keaa 
in the art of killing herself with a graceful and impres- 
sive versimilitude. I am not sure whether French fiu- 
tidioustiess does not prohibit this from being done weH: 
but I am sure that it is not very easy to conceive its 
being done worse; The dagger, or short sword, was 
taken from the side of the fame PiW/^at^ so aukwardly, 
•and laid with its flat surface upon the sideof thehieroine 
sp gently, that nothing but the respect and emotion 
inspired by the general performance of the character^ 
could have prevented the risibility that results from a 
sense of the ridiculous. The theatre is dirty, but.it» 
Jbrm is excellent, very like to the n^ Drury-lane^ .wii^ 
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the addition at top of the pK|i!o(It[l pidgcon holes of Crt- 
veht-gardcn — but ivhich here, with the exception to the 
IciUrol ppace, whore are now the three lities, but where 
recently was the imperial eagle, go entirely round the 
lioase over stage and a!I, The lighting is by a few 
lamps in front, and one great chandelier in the middTfr 
of the house, lliis mode of lighting Ls, I ihhik, bjr 
Sir more commendable than ours; it docs not shew th* 
audience so well, but it shews the stage and the actora 
better; bnt at Rouen the quantity of light is not suffi- 
rieot. The stage, as to versmtilitude (which in tlieatrical 
decorations is erery thing) is much better fitted np than 
ours. This may be partly attributable to their rot be- 
ing mider the necessity of shifting the scene : but my 
opinion is that the management of scenery in our thea- 
tres Wants, and is capable of, great reformation. There 
is also a circinn stance in the an-angement of the succes- 
sioii of the perfimnances here, that deserves inn'tatron. 
In winter the farce is presented us with as, after the 
iragtdy or full piece: m snmmer it is acted first. We 
saw cinly a psi*t of the farce Les Folies Amoweuses, at 
which we laughed very heartily, bnt enjoyed the whoI& 
6t the tfngedy, and yet were out of the tlieatre at ten 
o'clock. 

Titestlaji 1 1 . 
After having walked orcr tlie Factones of my friend 
R. 'which exhibit some ingenious improvements of ma-s 
ehinery, the time Iwtween breakfast and dinner was 
given to the hospititl Madelaine, the hospital general, 
fhe fine church of St. Owen with its gardens and quon- 
dam monastery, the museum and public library, whith 
fwrcupy a part of thiit niutilaied edifice. With respect 
lo ihehospiuls, we were particularly atmck with the ext 
tent and magnitude of these provincial establishments. 
Tha first is a noble pile of buiJdinjf, the arrangement* 
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and aocomipodations appear to be excol)i«n( ; t^e ^irine«t. 
aod loftiness of the wards pigrticularly deserve comnien'^. 
<}ation; the height of the greater part of them is u{W 
wards of twepty feet, an4 the double rows of windows 
afford the most favourable means of ventilation; the 
plan of the charity is noble and liberal ; all persons of 
every nation, equally admissible, the only qualification' 
is a certificate of disease and necessity; besides absolute 
paupers, parsons who cannot well susjtain the expcjace ^£ ' 
doctors and nurses, by paying the small sum of 40 sous 
(about Is. 8d« of our money) per day, may have each » 
ro<Hn to himself, with curses, doctors, medicines and 
necessary sustenance. Tbe;re were lately 1600 sick 
(mostly wounded soldiers) in its walls; its beds are not 
now so fully occupied ; in the hospital general there are 
be^ireen 6 and 7000 jpersons in the different departments." 
Hie work*bouses of the aged aiid infirm of both sexes^ 
IjtiQ receptacles f^r the idiotic and ipsane, and the recep*' 
itacle for deserted infants, for the numbers of the last in* 
pfurticular, there pre no limits ; all that are brought' 
must be received and provided fer, nor is it suffei*ed tg^ 
be enquired who it i^ that brings them : provision ifi 
made ^Mit they may be put in without the possibility of 
k being seen by whom they are brought ; a better se-' 
cuHty against Uie crime of infanticide, than the severest 
penalties pf sanguinary laws ; but what security is it 
for the n^orals of youth ? let those decide this yirho be* 
lieve that incontinence is a worse crime thaQ mui'der. 
There are at th^ time, upwards of 20Q0 of these in&nts' 
put at nurse in the country, for they are only )cept in the 
))ouse until nurses cap Ve provided, they return to the 
establishmient when they, are old enough to begin pi ■■ 
learn what js thought requisite ofeducadbn and.^m* 
pipyment: we saw many of the girls making cards fo^ 
the cotton factories; but the greater part of the children 
were gone aut on* ^eir accustomied walks for air and 



38 DIARY OF AN EXtURSION TO FRANCE* 

exercife. In both the hospiuls we found some nuns of 
diflferent orders officiating, for though there are no 
toonks in France, there are nuns : but their vows are only 
for three years, not for life. 

At the library we were particularly interested by an 
immense manuscript Missal, or transcript of the princi- 
pal offices of the church, accompanied throughout with 
musical notation, and riclily illuminated by Daniel D'Eau- 
bonne^ onfe of the monks who devoted to it thirty years 
of his life, and finished it in tlie year 1682. In point of 
splendour and beauty of execution, it is not easy to cop^ 
ceive any thing that should surpass this.maBuscript 

The letters, many of them in gold, are formed with % 
mathematical accuracy that rivals the finest specimens of 
typography, and preserve a uniform clearness of stroke 
that typography can never rival. The musical notes, of 
equal execution, from their form, seepi many of them in- 
tended to represent rather slides and inflections of the 
voice, than graduated monotones. Many of the innu- 
merable drawings have a taste and correcti^ess in the 
drawing, a harmony in the distribution of the lights and 
shadows, and an exquisiteness of finishing that prove tho 
laborious monk to have had no small share of the souL 
ana perceptions of a painter. 

On our return to Deville we met with Mr. C. and his v 
niece; an English Gentleman, who had been made a pri- 
soner, together with other English visitants, at thebreaking 
out of the last war, had found security for his parole, and 
being permitted to reside in the village of Cantlieu, and 
still continues his little establishment there. They staid 
with us to dinner, and we accepted an invitation to break- 
fast the next morning — ^the only time that our engage- 
ments and approacjiing departure for Paris would allow* 
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A country dance or two and a little walking in our own 
domestic party concluded the evening. 

Fridaif 12* 

Our morning's excursion to Cantlieu afforded us sonM 
delightful views of the Seine, in a better light than we 
had hitherto enjoyed, and after breakfast we walked again 
in erne of the delightful parks— for there are two, one 
belonging to Madame Lecouteux in the English, the 
other the property of Mad. I^evre, in the French style 
of gardening. One of these fine domains, which in Eng- 
land it is calculated would be worth j£l 50,000 was lately 
offered for sale for a sum equal to about j£12,000 ster- 
ling. It is now understood that the proprietor has 
changed her mind, and means to reserve the chateau^ 
and dispose only of the farm. Money, it seems, can be 
laid out in France to considerable advantage in land, so 
as to bear an interest of from 12 to 15 per cent. 

An early dinner gave us an opportunity of being iik 
good time at the Theatre des Arts at Rouen; where we 
laughed very heartily at Moliere's Medicine malagre laif 
and enjoyed with a thrilling admiration Mademoiselle 
Duchesnoise's^m^iV/^n Voltair's fineTragedy of Tan^ 
(ired» The performance of this astonishing actress this 
night more than confirmed the impression she had made 
in the former character; and she was received with die 
enthusiasm of ^plause to which her merits justly entitled 
her. But to return to Mad. Duchesnoise. — Having said 
so much in her praise, it is but just that I should mention 
her defects. In avoiding that excessive flaunting and 
crossing about upon the stage, which with a good deal 
more of our mechanical stage trick ^eems to be jastly dis- 
carded by the French, she sometimes perhaps falls into 
the opposite extreme, and stands too still and rooted upon 
1^ particular spot; but the error I should more par- 
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ticularly insist upon is of "a nature merely elocutionary^ 
and which is observable in ail the French reciters I have yet 
beard, that of opening the mouth suddenly after a strong 
exertion of the voice, and inhaling the air suddenly— 
\rhichj)roduces what we call in England the tragedy pump^ 
This is an pfiensiye phenomenon in declamation so easily 
avoided, that it need but be suggested to an actress of 
such powers, and it would be heard from her no more. 
Of the other performers the less is said the better. Tai^ 
cred reminded me of the fat man who cuts boiled beet^ 
with a blue apron before him, at the corner of St. Mar<*^ 
tin's court, and his confidential friend, ^f our little Sy^ 
mond's, when he has just stepped out of the petticoats of 
Mother Goosey and seems not to know how to handle hi9 
small-doatiis again^ The superb Qrdassan was no better ; 
and the whole groupe, whenever Amenaide yf^fi offtb^ 
stage, excited only the laughter pf the audience, 

Saturday IS. 

Our arrangements having been fixed for otir departure 
this evening for Paris, the morning was principally con- 
sumed in packings and adieus. We intended originaliy^ 
to have had a Toiture to ourselves, to have travelled by 
tlie lower road, and to have made two days <^ it, that wa 
might see the whole of the fine country between Roueti- 
and Paris ; but Mrs. R expected to have been en- 
abled to have accompanied us, to whom the most expe^ 
ditious way of travelling would have been important f 
and as the prospect of the pleasure and the advantage o^ 
her society for a few days »t our first arrival in a place- 
so familiar to her, and to us so entirely strismge, oyer^ 
balanced all other considerations, we took seven places in 
the Velosofiere, or night diligence; set off at six o'dodc 
in the evening, and arrived at Paris by dx o'xflock on 
Sunday momiiTg, eighty-four mfles ih twelve hours. To 
those whio are familiar with the compactform andisprtic^ 
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^^)pearance of English stage-coaches, and the trim com- 
pleteness of the harness, nothing can be conceived more 
clumsy and awkward than tlie toute ensemble of a French 
Pitigence. The caravan of an itinerant exhibitor of wild 
beastsjl is princely to it ; and the horses of the awkwardest 
learn in the remotest provinces, and even beating the 
diffbrence between ropes and leather harness, are splen- 
didly accoutred in comparison with the cattle by which 
it is drawn i yet there are conveniencies that in my esti- 
PMttaoa at least overbalancei all this. The madiine is 
abundantly ro^ay. The spsce allotted to seven inside 
IMtssei^ers being considerably more than in our long 
4out^ xxMiches,. is assigned to twelve; so that one has 
9QQm to change one's position, and stretch one's legs. 
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LETTER Vr. 

Parisy Auorust 13. 

I DID not part from hiy Irfend at Deville, by whcxm 
our w)iote party had been so hospitably entertained, 
without emotion : indeed, I do not vemember when I 
have felt'k) much upon a rimilar occasion. This, judg* 
iBg firom the mere superfices of things, might appear 
extraordinary; fi)r in the more obvious circumstances 
that produce or accompany the general intercourses of. 
friendship, it would seem that there were few points of 
sjrrapathy between us. Nothing could be more different 
• Aan the general pnirsuits and habits of our lives: nay, 
what is more, our acquaintance in England had beea 
only crf*a few month 's standing. During that time our in- 
tercourse bad not been very frequent or familiar; and 
♦we had now been eighteen years sqiarated from each 
C&tef, without even the opportunities of -epistolarycom- 
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Riuntcatian. Bui there are circumslanccs connected 
wiih the best afibctions of llic ticart ihnt supersede ihe 
rrdinary necessities of long familiarity imd congeniality 
of pursuits and pleasures; and he who in the hour of 
adversity, " when the world is not one's friend, nor the 
world's law," steps forward, wirh generous enthusiasm, 
to profess and to practice a friendship from which others 
are withdrawing, can only cease lo be remembered in 
the hour of prosperity, by those who are unworthy ever 
again to prosper. But it is not my intention to write a 

sentimental journey. Mrs. R accompanied my 

family to Rouen, and my friend drove our two compa- 
nions in his cabriole. One of his daughters becmne the 

companion of our journey; but Mrs. R , on whose 

account we had changed our plan of travel lin{», was pre- 
vented by unexpected engagemcius, from fulfilling her 
intentions. 

At Rouen we found the Diligence ready to start ; and 
as one of our boxes had, hy mistake, not been sent be- 
fore us, and as the outside of the vehicle was completely 
packed, and nothing but passengers can be admitted to 
the inside of a French Diligence, although we had 
brought it with us, »ve were obliged to leave it behind 
for the chance of the next conveyance; and, wonderful 
lo tell, by the next conveyance it followed us with great 
punctuality. As long as it was light, I took my seat in 
the cabriolet, or open front, which is indeed altogether 
the most eligible place; as you can enclose yourself when 
you please by the leather curtains with which it is pro- 
vided, or throw yourself open at your option to the 
air and the surrounding scenery. The cabrioIi;l aecoui- 
modates tliree passengers, who pay the same price as 
those within ; and there is a similar convenience behind, 
for which the price is lower. Thus the whole convey- 
ance h cak'ulated for thirteen or fourteen travellers, be- 
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«ides'Iuggage. On the'rbof no one ii admitted by the 
lav to travel, except the conductor of the machine: 
but in France, as in other cauntries, laws are hot 
always very strictly obeyed. Our appearance was cer- 
tainly more picturesque than el«gant : it had rougbneu 
enough to satisfy the moiit fastidious abhorrer of 1I12 
trim and spruce. Seven horses that looked, as if they 
were just from the plough, or rather from the forest, 
(two in front, three In the centre and two at the pole), 
muffled about the neck with unshorn Ghcq>-skms, and 
tied together by ropes, dragged us up the tremendous 
hill that overlooks Rouen and the fine vale of tlie Seine, 
or rathfir dragged the carriage, for the passengers fex- 
cept the ladies) got out and walked. At the top the 
ladies were taken off; and we drove away at a great , 
rate to the end of the stage. Two minutes, at the very 
outside, sufficed to change our five horses, and for Olir 
■mart jg^illion, with his green livery, powdered head* 
and well tied knocker, to put his feet (shoes and ^1) 
into the only pair of those enormous stiff boots describ- 
ed by Sterne, that we have seen during our journey. 
In an instant he was in the saddle, and off we were 
again at the same enormous rate as before. Our relsly 
at the next stage cost us rather more time; for, just as - 
we were setting off pall-mall, down fell thd postillion'9 
horse, which, together with the driver, was dragged 
some way along the pavement, before the other horses 
could be stopped. Neither man nor beast however wa« 
injured,- and as soon as some little mistake or defect 
was rectified in the tackling (which it was in a very few 
minutes) our impatient cart horses flew away with us oi> 
full gallop to the sound of that long whip, which I ob- 
serve the postillions of France to use so freely in the air, 
and so sparingly on the horses. But our speed was Dot 
nDiform during this stage: a tremendous hill, w rather 
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inount^in, was to be dseehded, and even the lacB^ 
aliglited, dnd attempted the ascent on foot. But thi 
foot-path, << if path it may be called, that path wai 
none/' but more a rocky ladder, was much too &rmi'*> 
dable for female feet ; and ttt the first place where the 
ipiinding road meets this perpendicular ascent, I con* 
signed those at our party to the care of my son, and the 
im of us pursued oiir adVenturou£(, or kt least our toil<» 
some way. It was nearly dark when the Diligence cam^ 
up to us at the top of this mountain. 

Sun Jay f August 14. 

Kq twQ cities can well be niore dissimilar than London 
and Paris ; nor can the capitals of two civilized nations 
have more to learn or to copy from each other. In 
every thing that one excels in, the other is deficient. 
Join to the gaiety pf Pans the cleanliness and comforts 
of London, — to our spacious streets and eitfivenieiit 
houses, the magnificent public edifices of Paris, and 
imagination can go no further in forming the idea of a 
.city worthy of being the capital of the world ; at pre- 
sent both are enormous incongruities. The meanness 
and bad taste (with only one or two exceptions) of our 
public buildings, compared with the ostentation of ouir 
private houses, our equijpages and innumerable accom- 
modations betray the egotism of our individual, and 
the narrowness of our public feelipgs ; while the lofty, 
jU-constructed houses, narrow dirty streets, without a 
post or a flag-stone to prptect or to accommodate the 
foot passengers, contrasted With the architectural mag- 
nificence which every where, in the forms 6{ palacies, 
Ibbspitals, pantheohs, museums, columns, statues^ 
fountains, aqueducts, bridges, and triumphal arches, 
f)urst upon the eye, and with the spacious boulevards, 
quays, public waDcs and imperial gardens, sKew ho^ 
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readily our Qst^Qtatious neighb^ours ci^i overlook their 
owfi p^tic^lar convenjencies for the social tod generous 
^otis^ that ^patiates in public s|)Ien4our» and feels iU 
9W{i (;Qn3equ^ce in national glory. 

On our arrival at six o'clock in the morning, at the 
bureau of the Diligence, we wished to have had a.^acre 
to carry us, as recommended, to the Hotd de » 

but the Commissionare^ as he is called, having tm^^^t^^ 
voiture of his own to carry luggage, persuaded us that 
there were no fiacres to be had so early in the morning; 
so our luggage was put into his hand cart, and we 
trudged on after on foot, with the mortification of see- 
ing fiacres in abundance on the stands* The shops 
were also most of them wide open {maugre the royal 
decree) on this good Sunday morning at half-past six^ 
and looked as gay and busy as at half-past ten in London 
on a common working day. Our hotel was also open, 
and Mme.— — ^and her servants all stirring; for .the 
people of Paris (the high fashionable excepted) ke^ 
good hours. Hie hotel was so fiill that very indifierent 
.V accommodations, six stories high, and up two separate 
* flights of stairs, were all that were to be had. We re- 
solved, however, to put up with them for a night or two^ 
till we should become a little acquainted with Paris, 
especially as we had good warranty from our firiends at 
DevlIIe th^t we shou}d pieet^od company at the.ppb- 
lic table, ^nd a hostess willing and able to furnish us 
with m^ch necessary information. We dischargefl pur 
CommissiofKire^ therefore, who did not find his* ipaposi- 
lion about the .fiacre so profitable as he expected ; fpr 
iQ^ti^d of cramming his hand-full of silver, in \he tru^ 

style of Melor Anglaise^ we asked our Maitr esse i^ Hotel 

* . . ' ' -..»*■. , . ./ ^ 

what was his due, and gave, him no more, at which h.e 
seemed ^luch djussa^sfied* After breakfasting on ^sonve 
SP9^ ^po^ee (npt so good, boweyer, as we had bee9 
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lised to at Deville) we left the ladies to their repose, 
and took a walk upon the Boulevards^ de Monfmartref 
des ItalionSi des Capuchines^ and de la Magdcline; and* 
thenoe to the Place de Concord, the quays and the* 
Thuilleries, &c. After returning to our Hotel, and 
calling at the Post-office, we took the opposite direc-*- 
tion, along the Boulevards, de St. Denis, de St. Martin^ 
du Temple, du Calvaire, de St. Antoine, &c. and 
back « again ^long the quays to the Louvre, &c. and 
thus made a sort of general survey of that half of Faris^ 
which lic^s to the North of the Seine, thi^ough the centre 
of which these Boulevards, in the form almost of a 
crescent, make a tolerably.equal section, \yhosoever 
cast an eye upon the plan of Paris {Nouveau Plan roiUiet 
de Paris) may form a better idea of these public walks, 
than language can convey : but of the magnificent 
effect of the public buildings it is impossible, without 
actual survey, to form the faintest conception. A simi- 
lar crescent-like intersectioji of public walks, has been 
projected through the other moiety of Paris ^the 
Faubourgs St. Germaine and St. Marcel) ; but the 
whole extent from the Jardin des Plants to the Hospital 
des Enfants Trouves, remains unexecuted, and will, for 
a while at least, be suspended,, in common with many 
other works. 

W.e found our Table d^Hote to be such as had been 
predicted — well served and well frequented by Marshals, 
old Noblesse, and Deputies of the Legislative Body, 
some Italians and other foreigners, and very few Eng- 
lish. Here we soon became familiar— French politenes$ 
knows little reserve, and we had in a day or two mor6 
offers of conduct to the Royal Chapel, to the Presence 
Chamber, to the Debates of the Deputies, the Bureaux, 
&c. &c. than our previous engagements would permit us 
to accept. After dinner we w^ed again to see thi 
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veekly carnival at the Palais Royal, on the quays, and 
on the Boulevards^ where, upon a Sunday evening in 
particular, snch exhibitions of gaming, (the universal 
vice of France) dancing, singing, flaunting, and intrigu- 
ing, &c. &c. take place as surpass all English appre- 
hensions. Men and women, with painted pyramids full 
of different liquors on their backs, and shining cups de^ 
corating their necks and shoulders ; dancing bears, pup- 
pet shows, open theatres, shops splendidly illuminated, 
public gardens lighted up, with stages of tumblers and 
posture masters exhibiting gratis, coffee-house full {inside 
and out) with well dressed women and as well dressed 
beauxs ; thousands of people of both sexes sitting upon 
chairs which women attend to let out to the loungers, 
and as many thousands walking backwards and for- 
wards, as if the whole population of Paris were buz- 
zing around you: these are some of the extraordinary 
features of a Sunday evening in Paris : and strange as 
the picture may appear to our unaccustomed eyes, 
perhaps the practice is almost as rational as that of 
another country I could name, where the law and the 
police, strictly prohibit to the populace all other amuse- 
ments than those of quarrelling and getting drunk in 
an ale-house or tea-garden, and wallowing amid the 
fumes of beer and tobacco, till they have perfectly dis- 
qualified, themselves for the duties of the ensuing day. 
That tlie people of Paris should be so fond of being out 
of doors, would not be surprising (even if the invitation 
of the climate were out of question) for nothing can be 
more convenient than their public walks ; nothing more 
inconvenient, generally/ speaking, than their houses. 
Have these circumstances affected the habits of the peo- 
ple, or have the propensities of the people been the cause 
«f these circumstances ? 
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Monday I5« 

After a breakfast de ion caffcy and some preliminary 
enquiries, we hired a Berlin by the month, for which we 
agreed to pay 500 livers. Our jobber, to use the Englidi 
phrase, was a woman ; for the wom«i do every thing in 
France; if the country continues long in peace, 1 know 
not what the men are to do with themselves : there \b no- 
thing left open to them but literature, the sciences, and 
the fine arts; and all men cannot be poets, painters, flind 
experimental philosophers : nay even in these the ladies 
lire beginning to be their competitors. We then took 
a round to deliver some of our letters of introduction; 
and as these were principally among men of science and 
literature, they led us to the other side of the Seine, 
to the Fauxbourghs, St. Germaine and St. Marcel. The 
principal objects that attracted our notice during thi» 
route were the Pantheon and the Botanic Garden^ 
{Jardin des Plants). The Pantheon was formerly 
a church, but converted at the time of the revolution 
into ^ temple dedicated by the nation to the fame of its 
illustrious sons. The vaults beneath, which are in a 
very fine style of Tuscan architecture (simple and mas- 
sive) are used as the burial places of those who distin- 
guish themselves, or are distinguished in their gene- 
ration. The tombs of Voltaire and Rosseau are here 
preserved, after having been removed from their 
original stations. They are mucli mutilated; for even 
the French, in the fury of political ebullition, spared 
not the sacred monuments of art. The statue of Vol- 
taire, erected at the end of the vault that contains 
his sepulchre, is good; but -one of the finest poetical 
ideas that was ever executed by the hand or sculpture i$ 
the harp resting on a globe at the top of the tomb, to 
indicate the universality of his genius. The Phantheoti 
itself is a very noble building both within and without: 
but the pillars that support the dome (on the outside) 
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hsM &th ippearshete of being thicker in the centre than 
at tb^ base, which 1 own pleases not my eye; whether it 
h^ jiist^able or not by rules of architecture I leare others 
to decide, tn the interior the i'oof of one of the side aisles 
^Ihtbits a defbrnlity more unqu^tionlEibleT— a deformity 
of negligence and want of accuracy in the execution : 
th^ tr&hsc^ts (I believe they are called) that rest upon 
the pillars add support the roof, do not form parallel lines, 
but declining sotne bf them from the horizotital plane^ 
destroy by p^tty blemish the grand harmony of the whole. 
This would nothare happened in England ; whose work- 
man are superior to those of France in the neatness and 
fidelity of the execution, as the architects of France are 
lb oiii^s tti thie grandeur of conception, and the conso- 
h^cebf pBltis in the composition of a great whole. 
It is perliUps hot fair to take notice of the shabby, wooden 
steps thbt cOVieftfaestoiie accent at the entrance — ^for th^ 
Pahtheoii is uhdergding considerable repair, and thesQ 
may be only tfemiporary ; but ita England even this tem* 
porary provision would have been executed in a neater 
^tylb. In the Botanic Garden we merely took a walk: 
for it being th(6 F^te de Notre Daiiie^ neither the M^na* 
gerie nor the Museuni of Nattiriil History was open. 
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LETTER VIL 

Par is J August IS. 

WE dM hot jgo to see the procession, because we 
found that for the kdi^s to haVe done so with comfort, 
^e must ha^t^ih 'bur "Stands bdbrehabd, &ad sacrificed 
i6l larger pfoi^iod bf tte tiay than was conv^ent ; akid 
^heh the hbtir cf parade arrived, 'even the gentlemen of 
jpfat purty ^^ereloo m^xeh fetigtsed with the pt^vio^ exer- 
^ns of the day, to be much inclined to mingle with the 
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crowd, merely to gaze on the embroidered robes of 
priests, or tapers burning by day-light, and* a parade o^ 
to us, unmeaning ceremonies. A part of the procession 
however passed under the window of our hotel while we 
were at dinner, and the chaunting of tHe mass might serve 
the pious Catholic, if such was to be found among us, as 
grace to his meat; but neither Messieurs les Deputies^ 
nor Messieurs les Genereaux, nor even ies Mesdames, 
appeared to be much edified. The whole affair was 
talked of but very slightly, and that with ^n air of indify 
ference, half contempt. I know not whether it arises from 
feelings of this description, or from a refined principle of 
politeness, that habitually avoids thpse subjects in mixed 
compstny, upon which the feelings of mankind ^ widely 
differ, but certainly we have heard nptbi^ig at any Frencli 
table that could remind us whether wp were in a Cathplip 
or a Protestant, a Christian or a Mahomedan country^. 
They sat down to the tkble without crossing themselves 
and eat their ragoutes wi|;hout saying gr^^ce. 

Tuesday 16. 

As we had two early appointments in that neighbours 
hixxl for this day, we break&sted at a Restaurateur'f 
near the Garden of Plants ; and while the ladies drank 
their coffee (not as good as would have been furnished 
at an ordinary coffee-house in London), the rest of the 
party tried the experiment of a French breakfast — wine 
and cold meat, and a cutlet. The cold fowl was good 
(the fowls in France are generally excellent, the ducks not 
so good, and the geese, I Understand, not considered as 
eatable by those who can get any thmg else to eat) ; th^ 
cutlets tolerable (every thing of this sort is done too much 
and over too slow a fire ; but I believe in a steak or chop, 
or any thing that is broiled, a London palate requires 
from habit the flavour that is imparted by a sea-rcoal fire^ 
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•r, as the French call it, charbone de fere I J the wine 
was very bad^ both the red and the white. This was no 
fair specimen of a French breakfast, I allow ; but the effect 
was such as not to induce me to repeat the experiment,, 
for though we diluted our wine well with water, and 
drank no more than was necessary to quench our thirst 
and render our meat palateable, a dull and stupifying head- 
ache, (a disease to which I am not very liable) troubled 
me all day ; and I am the more disposed to attribute this 
to my breakfast, because when in some instances, during 
my rambles, several years ago, in the ruder parts of 
Wales, I hove found it impracticable to procure either 
tea or coffee for my breakfast, similar effects have fol- 
lowed. Yet a Frenchman's head never aches from tak- 
ing wine with his bre^fast, nor a Welchmian's from eat- 
ing cheese and drinking cwrw ; so imperious is habit. 

In our return we visited the palace of Luxemburgb, 
too well known to require particular description. Here 
'In the midst of Ruben's fine poetical series of the history 
of Mary de Medicis (from her conception to her final 
apotheosis), two fine pictures by David, and some ex- 
cellent specimens of other masters, we saw the students 
of painting (male and female, seated around the room 
or mounted on scadblds, copying whole pictures or par- 
ticular groupes, figui'es or parts of figures, as their fancy 
or their judgment dictated. " I have called the two great 
compositions of David (the oath of the Horatii, and 
Brutus at his hearth after having condemned his sons), 
fine pictures ; and as such I think they must be univer- 
sally regarded : perhaps nothing can be conceived more 
grand or more expressive than the countenance and atti« 
tude of Brutus as the headless bodies of his sons are. en- 
tering on the bier; and the mother, the sisters, thenurse, 
are all finely conceived and happily executed: but ix^ 
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every thing I have se«i of David'% there has always beea 
something or other that had too much of a theatrical i^r— . 
something of the Kemble start and over-srained attitude. 

' This is conspicuous, I think, in the Oath of the Haratii. 

' The Gailery de Lesueur did not interest us much, either 
in subject or in execution ; and we turned from St. Bruno 
and his miracles, without being impressed with any awful 
veneration, either for his mission, oi* for the pencil ofthe 
sowoent surnomce Raphael de la France^ The Gallery 
de Vernet (the Ports of Prance, from the pencil of Hiie 
and Vernet) pleased us much more* 

We ascended by the great staircase to the Hall of the 
- Peers (or, as it was formerly called, of the Conservative 
Senarte); and were exceedingly struck by the perfect 
grandeur and awful simplicity of this escalade- The hdl 
itself, the arrangements, the throne, the altar, are equally 
£ne; and the whole suit of apartments, committee-rooms, 
&c. are in correspondent style — nothing flaunting, no- 
thing j:>ettite, nothing misplaced ; all in the noblest style 
of chaste simplicity : even to the last minutijis of finish- 
ing, colouring, and furnishing, every thing seems to ac- 
^ cord with the dimen^ns and purposes of each chamber. 
The smallest of these (the last we entered , and on the diim- 
ney-piece of which stimd in effigies, in miniature, of 
Voltaire and Rousseau) was simplicity itself^-*walls and 
hangings all of the same colour (a sort of quaker drab) 
with a border of green and black. The e&bct was magi- 
cal ; and the phenomenon altogether so different from 
any thing we expected from French taste (which it must 
be confessed is in general rather spl^ididly slovenly thaii 
elegantly neat), that we could not suppress our expres- 
sions of admiration. The pictures that used to adorn the 
walls of the greater part of this suit of rooms are covered 
with gre3n cloth. I epquired the reason of this, not that 
the circumstance required any explanation (it spoke for 
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itself \) but because I wished to hear how it would be 
exphined^ Our guide (one of ihe attendants of the pa- 
jace) told us, after a pause^of some apparent emotion* 
that they represented the battles of the Emp of 

Buonaparte, and so they had been covered up. The 
government seems to be placed in an awkward dilemmi| 
in this respect. Napcdeon's insatiable thirst of gloryi 
perhaps his politic — perhaps his pei*soaal vanity, has so 
mingled his name and his image with every dktplay of 
Ithose fine arts of which Franpe is so e^iipently and so 
justly proud, that without destroying the monuments at 
once of their military fame, and architectural magnifi*^ 
iDence, and many of their fine $pecimen^ of painting and 
^sculpture, it is im^possible to obliterate the memorials of 
tlrnt splendid career, which thopgh terminating in unpar^ 
allcled disaster, the vanity of France still loves to dwell 
upon. . The N** that present themselves so abijihdantfy 
among the ornaments of the Palace Imperial and othet 
public buildings, may be supplanted by the^^r de It^p 
but how tx> get rid of the Eagles and embleinatic deviceis^ 
which ^eal^ equally irrtetligible te eyety ^ye, hay ef thd 
has relics and efiigies of Napoleon himself^ without dei> 
itroyingthebeautj and effect of severiei) fine edifices, and 
actually demolishing many of the fine specimens of art 
that adoiii this metropolis, it would be difiicult to devise; 
Where all cannot be done, it is frequently better not to do 
all that we cai>; because the evidence of the attempt be^ 
comes a monument of the impotehcy ; and it may be 
doubted whether ihe magnanimity of leaving these pic-^ 
tares uncovered, and appearing to reverence the arts of 
the nation, and jdie splendour of her achievements, more 
than they envied the fame of the leader, would not have 
been better policy in the restored family than thus to draw 
a veil over those exhibitions of which the veil itself is, 
after all, only an invidious memorial. 
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In the evening we Vent to the Opera Comiquc, Rue 
Feydeauy where we were highly delighted with a pleasant 
little piece of two acts, called Jean de Parish — ^the 
words by St Just, the music by Boildeau ; both highly- 
creditable to the authors. The little piece that followed 
(La Califs de Bagdad)^ by the same author and com- 
poser, was rather too similar in the general outline of the 
story, or rather in the leading incident; and the princi* 
pal personage, both in the Opera and the Afterpiece 'be- 
ing performed by the same actor, we could not help feel^^ 
ing sometimes that he had changed his dress, without 
changing his character. The great charm of French 
Theatricals, is the agreement of all the parts, the perfect 
tout ensemble. The completeness and verisimilitude of 
the scenery transports you without efibrt of imagination 
to the cottage, the palace, the garden, the forest, or the 
sea-shore. The sky above is not a dirty piece of blue 
rag. The ceiling of the temple, or of the chamber fits 
just as the Poet dictates, exactly to the side scene, aod 
appears the thing it was intended for. The gradations 
of merit among the performers, from the highest to the 
lowest, preserves also the harmony of effect so different 
from that immeasurable distance between the principal 
and the subordinate characters on our theatres : a circum- 
stance which frequently occasions the different characters 
in the same scene scarcely (o appear as being of the same 
species. These circumstances deserve more criticism—- 
for in the conduct and management of the scene altoge-* 
ther, and of the scenery and machinery ui particular, Our 
English theatres lack much reformation, 

Wednesday n, 

• "I 

This morning we went to see the famous manufactory 
of the Grouriins-, and were exceedingly gratified. Some 
very fine paintings by Le Meniere, the director of the 
worics, by Le Thiers, Viensent, Regnault, &c. intended 
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be copied in the looms of tliis manufactory, convinced 
me of the injustice vt'iih which we accuse tlio French ar- 
tists of being alt flutter nnd frippery. That there are 
FreDch artiste to whom this censure is applicable, there 
can be no doubl; but that there are also others, who 
have a better taste and travel in the right roa<l of ex- 
cellence, in quest of llie beautiful and the Eublime, mast 
also be admitted. The large picture of Brutus on the 
tribunal, condemuing liIs two sans, bj Le Ttiicrs, geemi 
to be intended as a companion to the same paintings, by 
David, in the Luxcmbourgli, already noticed- It has 
some flue parts ; but is not equal to the former. One 
of tile sons appears to be already executed — tlie hem! 
rolled up in a napkin lies by the block, and the attend- 
ants are removing tlie corpse; tlie other, half senseles* 
with apprelicnsion — the last ray of hope just extinguished 
in his countenance, while several spectators, in every 
attitude of supplication, are endeavouring in vain to 
move the relendess fortitude of the father, is strongly 
conceived, and very happily executed ; but in the coun- 
tenance of Colitanus there is a blubbering vulgarity, 
that would be more characteristic in a supplicating 
poisard than a Roman Consul. Both this picture and 
that of liavid stir my passions very strongly, and thrill 
me even to liorror; but the subject pleases me not; I 
lack some portion of Roman feeling, and with all my 
love of liberty and enthusiastic patriotism, nothing is 
holy in my eyes that breaks the bonds of relative and 
social aiiection. This feeling that came strongly upon 
my mind in contemplating the picture by David, rushed 
still more powerfully as 1 was examining the present. 
David's point of time is better chosen. There you see 
the patriot returning to his hearth, in all the settled an- 
guish of his soul, after the direful discbarge of what jou 
have been told was his magisterial duty ; here you see 
the newly created chief magistrate seated on his throne 
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of power^ and adorned with the ensigns of his dignity^ 
ivith stern inflexibility consigning to the executioner-«- 
naj, witnesising the execution of his own children for 
having conspired to re-transfer that dignity to its former 
possessor. Under these circumstances the action ap.* 
^ars at least ambiguous, and I own I could n6t help 
exclaiming to myself, ^^ What conceivable atrocity there 
that ambiticm has not perpetrated and 4ignified with (he 
jiame of patriotism 1'* 

Among the finished productions of the loom we par-^ 
ticularly admired the death of General Desaix, at the 
tattle of Maringo; and Sully at the feet of Henry IV^ 
The former, we understand, employed two men for four 
years and a half, and is estimated at 30,000 franks, up* 
wards of j^1200 of our nloncy. There is also a very 
beautiful birth of Venus, all silk, finished in the year 
1792. It is very obvious from the dates of the respective 
wVbs, that this manufacture is in a state of very high 
hnprovement. Many of the recent specimens are really 
exquisite pictures ; and yet after all, considering the 
time and the expence, is not the art rather curious than 
admirable ? for the best that can be said of these picture^ 
is, that they are beautiful copies of fine originals : but 
might not be quite as good, nay better copies, and quite 
as imperishable be produced, in less time and at less ex- 
pence by the pencil of the artist. Perhaps the expence 
!s much enhanced by the manufactory bieing in' the hand$ 
of the Government. Governments make bad tradesmen ;; 
and trading companies bad Governor^. Among the 
improvements lately introduced into this irianufac^ory, 
is that of substituting perpendicular looms facing the 
Hght with the outline drawn upon the warp. In the 
horizontal loom^ the outline is on a cartoon, and lie$ 
beneath. In both cases the original picture is behind 
the weavers, who consult it occasionally for the colour- 
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ing. In both cas«s, also, it is the back of the web, not 
the face that is towards the workmen. The large histo- 
rical pieces are now universally executed in the perpen- 
dicular; flowers, trophies, and smaller pieces in the hori- 
zontal looms. Many of the pictures now in the looms, 
are from the history of Henry IV. and seem to b6 in* 
tended as a complete series. There are also many front 
classical subjects. Hie battles of Buonaparte hare been 
suspended. I saw in one o{ the frames, a subject ewU 
dently broken ofF^ and another, part of Henry IV. be- 
gan in the middle of the web, and I learned in a whi^r, 
accompanied with a sly smile, that the interrupted sub*^ 
ject was Buonaparte in I^ypt. But the painting mnsl 
be finished ; what is to be done with that ? The labours 
of the pencil, it is to be hoped, are not to be destroyed 
because the subjects are out of fashion. The empire 6t 
arts and genius ought not to suffer by the changes of thtf 
dynasties of kings. In that part of the building where 
the horizontal looms are3ret employed, we saw, together 
with four beautiful single figures of the four quarters of 
the world, innumerable imperial trophies and embellish-' 
ments still going on. In some the lilies of the Bourbons 
are substituted for the bees and stars of the empire, but 
the eagles defy eradication. Two beautiful pictures of 
large wreaths of flowers still in the loom, with appro* 
priate accompaniments, doves and myrtles, and eagle* 
and laurels, and symbols of sovereignty, have the busttf 
in the cenjre covered with white paper. What is hid 
from the eye, the imagination immediately suggests. 
The Duchess of Angouleme is to be substituted for one, 
but who is to supply the place of the other is not yet 
decided. But a beautiful whole-length of. the Empress 
Maria Louisa still goes onward, perhaps as a present for 
the Emperor of Austda. 
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LETTER VIII, 

Paris, Atigtist I?,. 

FROM the Gobelins we went to the Garden of Plants^ 
which offers a rich meal to the lovers of botany, and a 
Tery pleasant lounge to those who merely wish to breathie 
fresh air and gratify the eye. To the latter these gardens 
are merely another Boulevard of greater extent and more 
variety of shade and decoration ; and with the advantage 
of an artificial mount, which affords a tolerable bird's-eye 
view of Paris. They are n6t as much frequented as 
might have been expected f but they lie remote from the 
throng of population, at the very extremity of Paris, near 
the iron bridge of Austerlitz. The plants, and even the 
trees, are all labelled and named according to their ge- 
nus, class, &c. and leave may be obtained by the scien- 
tific to go within the palisades for examination and study. 
We looked at some of the wild beasts in t^e menagerie^ 
who are much better treated in point of air and exercise 
than their unfortunate brethren in the Tower of Lon- 
don : but our principal attention was given to the Mu- 
seum of Natural History, ivhich cannot be too much ad- 
mired, either for extent or the arrangement of the col- 
lection, the excellent preservation of the specimens of all 
kinds, or the beautiful effect of the tout ensemble. The 
collection is not indeed complete; there are vacancies 
still to be supplied, particularly among the birds : of the 
Flamingo class we did not observe a single specimen ; 
but upon the whole, as the old Vauxhall song express 
ses it* 

*• I wish to my heart, f mnst own, 
**• We had such a place in our town." 

It IS open two or three days a week to the public, and to 
strangers every day, Saturday excepted, when it imder^ 
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goes a thorough cleaning. It is worthy of note, that 
j)laces of this description are kept much cleaner in France 
than in England : the streets and hotels are very dirty, 
aud private houses not what an English housewife would 
•call very clean. 

In the evening we went to the Theatre Fran9aise, to 
«ee P. Corneille's Horatii, or ratlier to see Mademoiselle 
Petit, a young actress, of whom great expectations are 
formed : and perhaps justly, for her performance of Ca- 
mille was in many parts highly interesting. In the fourtli 
act, in particular, where she learns and bewails the fate 
of her lover, there w.as a profound and natural pathos, 
and in the succeeding scene where she' upbraids her bro- 
ther and pours her maledictions upon her country — 
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VA>ir le dernier Rom<an a son dernier soiipir," &c. 



there was mycli of the wild sublimity of an infuriated 
clespair. The other actors, old Horace excepted, were 
not such as we expected to hear at the national theatre, 
and was sufficient evidence tlmt ranting and mouthing 
can be applauded by a Parisian audience. But the best 
actors are not at this time in Paris. Talma especially is 
in Provence ; for the Parisian theatres never close, the 
principal actors make their circuits through the pro- 
vinces at this season of the year. The theatre itself has 
none of the freshness and gaiety which the annual ex- 
pence of painting and embellishing gives to our London 
theatres, nor iare the boxes so light; the display of the 
audience is not here the first object ; but the style of ar- 
chitecture, and the mode of lighting, pleases me much 
more ; the circle of pillars that support the roof give also 
evident support to the boxes, and satisfy the eye, which 
in these respects cannot but have its architectural feel- 
ings : and as for the mass of light from one great chandelier 
ki the centre, I cannot conceive how any body who has 
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once sefen a theatre lighted in this manner cg,n endure the 
spotty effect of our little branches scattered all around. 
The completeness of the scene in all the minutias of ad- 
justment again attracted my admiration, and forced me 
to make comparisons disadvantageous to our London 
theatres. All the side scenes in the French theatres 
have their natural terminations * according to the force 
and perspective of the object represented ; and are not 
cut off at the top by the carpenter's square rule through 
the branches of a tree or the cornice^and pannel of a room 
or hall; the top scenes fit upon these with the utmost 
correctness, and the back scenes^are always wide enough 
to fill up the whole space commanded by the eye from 
every part of the house, without being patched at each 
side, with whatever other piece of painted canvas hap-^ 
pens to be in the way ; a slip of grove or sky to fill up ft 
clink in a saloon or chamber, or the section of a temple 
to eke out an imperfect forest, or bound the interminable 
ocean. The afterpiece " Le Mercure Gallant^ ,ou La 
Comedie sans iitr^\of Boursault, is such a specimen of 
the wit of the seventeenth century, as I did not expect 
would have been tolerated by the polite Parisians of the 
nineteenth — at least on the national theatre. The scene 
with the two sisters, who had learned the art of holding 
their tongues^ in the true style of Parisian daraesy is highly 
amusing, and deserves transplanting into some more d&» 
cent farce. It was sustained with great spirit; but as 
they had not the habit in Paris of distributing play-bills^ 
with the names of the actors against the respective parts, 
and we had no one of our party or in our box, indeed 
near us, for they were all English, who knew any more 
about the matter than ourselves, I cannot award to the 
performers the merit of their respective exertions. 
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Thursday^ August 18* 

We attended this morning the ^^ance or Lecture of 
the Abbe Siccard, at his far-famed Institution of the 
Deaf and Dumb, and were exceedingly hiterested both 
by the manner and matter of the discourse of this vener* 
able philantropist The works of age and decay are 
conspicuous in his form and thought-worn countenance, 
and his eye, when quiescent, appears to be dim and half 
extinguished, but it kindles with exertion, and his whole 
'features become expressive as he proceeds ; he is at once 
profound and jocular, and relieves his more serious mat- 
ter, which it must be confessed wants relief sometimes 
from its prolixity, by anecdotes and flashes of pleasantry* 
He is not free from egotism, and there are those who on 
this account detract from the estimation of his merit ; but 
they who really know human nature, need not be told 
that this sort of vanity is a foible, and often mingles itself 
with the most genuine benevolence, and all the best feel- 
ings of the heart. As this Seance w^ particularly de- 
signed for the information of strangers, especially the 
JBnglish, who constitute, at this time, a very large por- 
tion (shopkeepers and labourers exceptted) of the popula- 
tion of Paris, the Professor was very ample both in his 
own explanations and in the display of his pupils. In 
this respect there appears to be no illiberal squeamish- 
ness in Fr^ce ; and pupils (or pensioners as they are 
called, who pay for their instruction) of considerable fa- 
milies, were exhibited to a numerous audidnce as freely 
as those who are on the foundation, and supported at the 
cxpence of government. The Abbe Siccard is evidently 
a profound phylologist, and the critical accuracy of his 
grammatical abstractions, his clear and intelligible meta- 
physics so essential to his system of instruction for the 
deaf-born dumb^ are equally applicable to all those pur- 
poses of education which are connected with the compre- 
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hension and due application of language. I shall in- 
stance only here his demonstration of the non-existence 
of verbs as primitive ideas in th« mind, and the conse- 
quent origination of all language ffom the nom> or sub- 
stantive alone ; and ; his equally satisfactory explication 
that all significant sounds are primarily monosyllables, 
and consequently that every polysyllable is a compound 
of so many words, each retaining its own distinct or dis- 
tinguishable signification. The important uses to which 
the Abb^ applies these principles .were rendered obvious, 
and the purposes to which they might be applied in the 
whole process of education might easily be demonstrated 
also. A simple clue makes straight the whole laby- 
rinth of the mechanism of language, and a small dicti- 
onary of radicals and particles that might be carried in 
the waistcoat pocket might supercede not only Johnson's 
redundant and defective folio, but the endless labours of 
perplexed grammarians. Several of the pupils e^chibited 
great quickness and intelligence, but Massien and Le 
Clerc a profundity at once and promptitude of mind that 
extorted the most enthusiastic admiration. Their defi-- 
nitions of abstract terms, some of which were taken from 
passages presented by the auditors for explanations, were 
so prompt and so luminous and at the same time so dif- 
ferent in phraseology, and even in the views taken by 
them of the subject, as proved sufficiently the complete- 
ness and the independency of their comprehension.-— 
The Abbe does not teach his pupils to speak to the ear. 
He demonstrates by some experiments its practicability ; 
and these demonstrations shew that the extent of hide- 
ous monotony usual among those unfortunate persons 
who have so been taught, is by no means necessary, if 
the system of teaching wer/e perfect ; but he argues also, 
and perhaps rightly, that the toil is immense, and the 
profit little or nothing, and that the tiii>e can be better 
employed. One circumstance of difierence between oar 
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deaf and dumb, and those of France, struck me very for- 
cibly: on the countenances of the former there is gene- 
rally a sort of gloom, a something that looks like suUen- 
ness ; nothing can surpass the active vivacity that sparkles 
in the eyes and beams in the countenances of the latter. 
The Abb6 and M. Jeoffry (of whom hereafter) attribute 
this difference to the different modes of instruction : our 
deaf and dumb, they say, are compelled to toil mechani- 
cally, without interest and amusement to their minds : 
theirs are instructed by an easier process, through the in- 
fluence of their imaginations; every thing is made intel- 
ligible to them, every thing answers them, and instruc- 
tion instead of depressing makes them happy. But on 
this subject it is not a diary but a volume that should be 
written. After the Lecture^ having announced myself 
to the Abb^ he arranged with me a time for private in- 
terview. 



LETTER IX. 

PariSf August 18. 

FROM the Seance of Abb€ Siccard we went to the 
Chiateau of M. D. one of the Members of the Institute^ 
to whom I had an introduction, where we were received 
with great cordiality, and with whose agreeable family, 
and a very interesting literary and musical party, we spent 
the remainder of the day. In this charming retreat we 
felt the delights of the climate of France. Having tra- 
versed his grounds, redundant with vines, and with a 
profiision of fine fruits, before dinner, we spent a great 
part of the evening in the 0pen air, on chairs placed round 
the steps of the saloon, and even English ladies, and 
there was one present who was a valetudinarian, feltnei-* 
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ther cold nor damp. Music % and song concluded the 
evening in the saloon ; and we returned to our hotel not 
quite convinced by what we had seen of domestic inter- 
course and arrangements that what in England we call 
comfort is a something perfectly unknown in France. 

In the middle of the night we were awakened out of 
our sleep by the smell of fire, which brought to my 
mind for the first time one of the serious circumstances 
of bur situation, up six pair of stairs, with our windows 
opening upon a steep, shelving, overhanging roof, suqh 
as may be seen on stone of our old gothic cathedrals, 
that have not yet been modernised into disproportion 
with their piimacles and spires, with no parapet wall,^ 
nor hold, nor gutter, in short with no possibility of 
escape even for a cat. I approached the door of our 
chamber, I perceived the smell still stronger, I opened 
the door; the smoke came full upon my face. J ran to 
the staircase; I saw the flames and smoke ascending from 
below, and heard the voices of people busy in their at- 
tempts to extinguish the fire. I went down, to ascertain 
the extent of the danger, and two stories below us saw 
the Garcou, with three or four assistants, very deliber- 
ately pulling the straw out of the little back room, from 
which the flames issued, and extinguishing it with 
buckets of water. Several curious groupes of figures, 
some half dressed, some not dressed at all, were seen 
peeping over the banisters, or from the passages and an- 
tichambers of the respective suits of rooms, that might 
have furnished hints for a Rawlinson or a Hogarth. I 
soon perceived that there was no serious danger — for the 
floors of the rooms are all tiles, and the staircases of Paris 
are not ofsuChcumbustible materials as ours in England; 
and the solicitude of Madame G. was evidently not for 
the preservation of her house, but to get the fire extin- 
guished without the cognisance of the police. The his- 
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lory of the origin of this alarm is, that the drunken 8er<» 
vant of one of the Members of the Legisktive Body had 
set fire to his bed of straw. It is worthy of remark that 
as far as I can learn, serious accidents by fire are exceed- 
ingly rare, not only here, where the houses are almost all 
of stone and plaister of Paris, but even in Rouen, where 
so large a portion of them is built of wood. To look at 
Rouen in particular, one would suppose that the whole 
town were in daily jeopardy of total conflagration : yet 
every part, almost every street presents in its appearance 
the indubitable evidence that no extensive accident of 
the sort has happened for centuries. Soipe of the causes 
of this are perhaps obvious, others deserve particular 
nvestigation. 

Friday 19. 

I devoted the greater part of this day to the National 
Institute, to which I was introduced by M. Mauray Duval 
and M. Langles, Conservator of the Oriental Manu- 
scripts at the Royal Library. At the sitting of one of the 
Sections of the Institute, I was particularly interested by 
a paper read by M. le Baron Degwando on the history, 
or rather the revolutions of Philosophy. To an English- 
man it could not but be gratifying to hear firom foreign 
lips, and in a foreign country, the panegyric of Bacon 
and of Locke. I was surprised, however, considering 
the general tenor of the memoir, that the name of 
Hobbes should never once have been mentioned. In 
my conversations with some of the members after the 
disciissioti was over, I perceived very plainly, that as a 
philosopher and metaphysician, he is but little known 
in France. It is the destiny of those who meddle with 
politics, never to have justice done to any other talent 
or faculty they may possess — Cicero is indeed an excep- 
tion ; but where shall we look for another ? 



s 
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In the evening we went to Opera Fran^aise — We were 
rather late (the opera having begun), and therefore did 
not get as good a box as we could have wished— the 
amphitheatre (really the best part of this house, and 
equally respectable with the boxes, and into which we 
meant to have gone) being completely full. This was a 
serious inconvenience, for the boxes around us were full 
of English (among whom we recognised several of the 
first fashion, and several of the first mercantile pretenders 
to that distinction), who were determined to give their 
Parisian neighbours a specimen of English politeness, by 
talking so loud, and so incessantly, as to deprive all 
those who came for the pleasure of hearing the opera, 
from understanding a word or a note that proceeded from 
the stage. Had there been but a tolerable mixture of 
French in tliis part of the house they would have kept 
this vulgarity of high life in some bo^inds ; but the whole 
of the first boxes, opi our side at le^st, were nothing but 
English ; and we turned a fr^uent longing eye to the 
amphitheatre where the more polite and more rational 
Parisians were evidently directing their universal atten-t 
tion to the stage. Under such circumstances it is not 
fair to criticise very particularly the performance : the 
chagria produced by the humiliating contrast of our 
national manners, in this particular, and the continued 
interruption, our attention could not but abate in a 
considerable degree the pleasure we might else have 
derived; and when a man is out of humour with 
one circumstance, he is not in the best state of mind 
for forming a candid opipion upon another. The im- 
pression made upon my mind however was, that al- 
though French music and French singing are very supe- 
rior to what we generally estimate them in England, 
there is too much of force, and top little of expressive 
&ciUty in it; and I still suspect that to hear an opera in 
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perfection, one must go to Italy. The charm of this, 
as of all the spectacles I have seen in France, is the toute 
ensemble. Singing, acting, scenery decorations, all srh 
in unison. There are gradations of merit, but no hn« 
measurable distance between the first and second, theses 
cond, and the third-rate actors. They are all of one spc* 
cies, though each has his individuality: and upon the 
whole, I must say, that if in some respects (I. mean ii 
what relates to the mere music and the si^g^)g aB< 
acting, of the two or three first performers) iiie Opera 
Francaise is inferior to our Italian, it is in all respect^ 
superior to our English Opera. To compare the dapo^ 
ing with ours would be absurd. Eight jQj^t-rate dancer^ 
(four of each sex) contend for the palm with diversified 
but rival excellences, and again we descend by gradati- 
ons, not by direct transitions^ and the worst dancer on 
the boards is, perhaps, superior to the best figuranti of 
our Opera-house. In every thing that relates to tbo 
French stage, our wretched system of considering all the 
subordinate performers a. iner« foils to the principal 
figure on the moving canvas appears to be unknown : 
and I am convinced that the fii'st performers themselves 
are as far from being losers by this circumstance as the 
.public. Anothet improvement in the French Opera is^ 
thatthe dancing is mingled with the drama, instead of in- 
terrupting it as an incoherent divertisement. The subjiect 
of the night. La Caravane du Caire was highly fiivoura^ 
ble for this mingled di^lay of song and dance, and the 
effect of the union is very fine. The Opera was succeeded 
by the fine ballet of Telama^-^ixk which the scenery, the, 
music, the dancing, and thepantomine^ con^ired to pro- 
duce all th^ ddight which such a s|)ectacle can admiois-. 
ter. But I know not what our Biphop of Durham woulil. 
bave said to the petticoats of some of the daneeiNi : espedi* 
idly to the hunting-dress of Cdlygso^ yf\xQ» Yuuo^ipgt . 
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leg and well tiirn^ knee, di^Iayed beneath the hem of 
her * snscinct garment, excitfid no more blushes o» the 
cheeks <^ Pailsian dames^ and perhaps no more tumults 
in tihe bosoms of Parisian beauxs, dian would the same 
costume in an ancient statue> or a modem. picture of 
plana* 

Hitherto, I had supposed that completeness of adjnst- 
|nentin the scenery of the Parisian theatres, had result- 
ed from their being under no necessity to change the 
scene, bul when the curtain was down between the acts r 
but this evening all the scenes, both of the Opera and 
the Ballet were changed, and frequently changed before 
iSie atrdietfce;; but the completeness of the adjustment was 
still preserted, aAd the changes took plaice so instantane^ 
ously, and with such facility, that it was more like magic 
than scene shifting. I wish the Managers of Drury-lanb 
would send some of their maehklists and scene^shifteff 
here to take af lesson. 



LETTER X. 



Paris^ September 6# 



WE engaged this day more eligible apartments in a 
more airy and not less centrical neighbourhood — Rtie 
despetiis Augtistins, in the Faubourg St. Germaine.. 
These we hired at 20 louiis d*on {j€20 English) for the 
month. They appear to have been the prin9ipal, or one 
of the principal suit of apartments in the immense hotel 
of thcunfertunate Due de Rochefeucault, consi^ii^g of 
an eating-room, a kitchen, a large sitting-room, and five 
bed-rooms, all cm the first floor, handsomely and abun- 
dantly furnished. Indeed our sitting-room was much 
mbre than furnished^ it was, encimibered, lor we were 
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^Kged to consent that a part of the iiirniture on sale 
•(our landlord being an uphoktcrer) should remain in 
4his apartment, in order diat we anight lurfre the advan^ 
^ge of an eating^room, and of a sitting-room ^UsUnct 
firoin our bed-chambers; a sort of luxurious accommo- 
dation a^ut which they are in general perfectly indif- 
ferent in Paris^ where ladies and gentlemen, the £uniiies 
;of Marshids, Pe^s and Peputies /sit dowfi to dinner 
with a bed in the back ground, as contentedly as any 
jpoor ppQt in the courts and allies of London, wjbose 
garret serves him at once for parlour and kitchen, and 
chamber apd all. Here we should be within 4;iirenty 
yards of .the Seine^ just i&t the door as it were of ^be In* 
stitute, and have nothing but a bridge to walk acrossp 
Xo be immediately at the Louvre. The window of oar 
sitting-room (fpr in France no room of any moderate 
4iniensi(ms has more tfian one, which generally opens 
from the roof to the floor, and is in width from one* 
^ird to pne-I\alf ^f the length of , the whoje apartment f) 
and ihosfd of the two best chambers looked into a large 
garden, in which was a g^ove of fine trees not planted 
by the rule and squ^e, and by fortunate neglc;pt $uf« 
fered to branch out in native luxuriance: in sliort, so^e 
of the finest trees I have seen in France, where the 
;sheers of the gardener and the demand for firiiig ^m 
never to permh that stately luxuriance of forest growth^ 
iprhich is the glory of English scenery. Ap any rate if e 
promised ourselves here bettsr air and more refreshing ^ 
sleep than we could hope in tl^e Jtiie Noire I)ame diss 
VtctoirSf and we recollected that we could still eiijoy 
.when we pleased the society of the Table (ff Hole. ' 

Haying called dpon «ft Elfish arUst, who having 
been made prisoner at the breaking out of the Isypt wai^ 
had taken roopiy and aiiy apartments in the Abbey St. 
peiinaine^ imd still ^attpiics reside tbere^ we lounged 
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for a little while through- that invaluable eoUection of 
materials for a history of the revival and progress of the 
arts, the Musee des Monuments Francahe. As this de- 
Jightful banquet for the antiquarian and amateur of mo- 
•numental sculpture opens its inviting door directly filing 
our new apartments, we did not at this time devote a 
very particular attention to the contents either of the 
respective apartments or the garden ; nor shall I here-> 
after very amply describe it : for a diary like this ought 
not to be a transcript of printed books (and a very copi- 
ous catalogue raisone is sold at the door ;) neither shall 
I in this place, by attempts at criticism,' display either 
my knowledge or my ignorance of antiquities. Some 
antiquary who has connections in the Row, will be sure 
to come over here before it is long, and manufacture foe 
us a few volumes with prints and letter-press, that will 
give the English public all the inibrmatipn they 
>iesire. ^ 

M. ]Vf aury Duval having politely offered us the use of 
Bis private Wx, we went this evening, after a walk in the 
fine gardens of the Luxcmbourgh, to the Opera Buffa, 
at the Theatre Odean. We had some delightful, if we 
had no very extraordinary singing; and we could not 
but acknowledge how superior for the purposes of music 
the Italian language is both to the English and the . 
l^rench. Not the least striking' circumstance of this ex- 
hibition was the ugliness of the periprmers ; the second 
woman in particular, was almost a phenomenon in this 
iiray ; and the French fashion of dressing the hair cer- 
tainly does not improve an ill^formed forehead and de- 
fective outline; dragging the hair back as far as )>ossibIe 
from the face, and biiilding it up like a high tiara ba(i£k- 
ward upon the head, are not among the number or 
French faahions I would recommend to general imita- 
ti^ ISiere ja no dandug at the Italian Opera here; 
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and II Fanaiico in Berlina^ constituted the only amuse- 
ment of the evening, to those at least who did not sedc 
-any in the upper boxes. In the interval between the 
acts, I Had the curiosity to examine these; and indeed 
to go into every part of the house. In a Parisian 
theatre, the accommocTation of a certain description of 
auditors, whose whole attention is not expected to be 
confined to the stage, seems never to 'be neglected. "Th^ 
top boxes (and at the Odean the bbites all round go quitef 
to the top) are snug little distinct apartments, quite con* 
venient for a tete-a'tete^ inclos^ in front by a drapeiy' 
of dark net-work, through which the confidential guests 
may see if they please, but cannot be seen. With all 
this however, the utmost decorum is preserved in a Pa- 
risian theatre; nothing that can offend the eye of deli- 
cacy any where presents itself — except it be the delicacy 
I have already noticed, that can pass through the ave- 
nues and lobbies of our English theatres, and then blush' 
M the short petticoats of a dancer. Even the public f^rU 
are decent in their appearance and dq)ortment. Thgf 
know their places, and they appear in no other ; and' 
"^hen you have taken your wife or sister into a box, you 
are in no danger of having a common prostitute with 
all the marks of her profession in her dress and gestures^' 
rush in and seat herself by her side. There are some 
cases in which vice itself loses half its evil by losing all 
its grossness. The Odean is the only theatre I have yet 
seen in Paris, in which the ranges of boxes are supported 
geometrically, without obvious support in front. To 
™y ^^ this is always offensive. At the Opera JFran^aise^ 
there are pillars only at the four corners^ and the side 
boxes, in particular, haVe a portion of the aame unsa- 
tisfactory effect. 
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LETTER XI. 



Paris^ SepL 7.. 



^HIS niorning w^s dcToted to a /visit to M- Jeuffi-oi^ 
|i Member of the Nation^ Institute^ who^ like the Abb6 
Siccard, is engaged, and with similar enthusiam^ in the 
education of the deaf and di^mb, I hj»d brought with ipe 
a letter of introdiiction to this gentleni^y which I bad 
4eliyered shortly after my arnyal in Parish and I could 
Rot but be |ughiy gratified at obserying the enthusiasm 
that kindled in bis ivhole countenance when I announced 
to him who I was, the nature of my pursuits, and the ob> 
jects of enquiry that principally brought me to Paris*-— 
lie had at first appointed an early day for the gratifica* 
tion of our curiosity; but recollecting that th^ en^^ie* 
iQents of one of his most conspicuous pupils^ a^d who 
also understood a good dea| of the English language^ and 
^ould therefore be both more interesjing and more in* 
lerestqd in the interview, did not leave him any . otheir 
day of leisure^ the arrangement was made for ten o'clock 
thb morning. M. J. is a man advanced in years, but 
enjoying apparently ^1 the advantages of a green old 
age, together with the comfort of seeing his parents stilt 
i^ possession, of their health and faculties. In Londoif 
he would be taken,^ from his appearance, for a working 
mason rather than a literary man, or the principal of a 
respectable Institution. But M. J^ is an artist as well as 
a man of letters^ and has his workshop as well as his 
^udy. H^ engraves gem^ and models busts, and teaches 
his deaf and dumb pupils (such as have any turn or ta^' 
lent that way) these ornamental and profitable arts, as 
well as classics and mathematics; and his dress and ap- 
pearance, at all the different times when I have seen hiin, 
were well accommodated to this par( of hia occupations. 



Tlirough his workshop he cxmducted iis to his garden, 
which like many of the gardens in Paris is not only cf 
tolerable extent^ but flourishing and productive. 

Indeed it is perfectly astonishing to a liondoner to 
observe the luxutiancy with which almost every specif 
of v^etation flourishes in every little yard or opening; 
even in the very centre of this populous city. M. J. 
)iowever lives not in the centre^ but in the Faubourg- S. 
Marcel, in the Eue de paii qui parte {the street of the 
speaking well) and his apricots and his vines pay hini 
their annual tribute as though he were absolutely in the 
country. In this garden^ under an arbour of grape vinea 
we took our seat% the patriarch and his venerable dame, 

• 

M. JeuSroi and another gentleman of his own age— the 
confidential friend of fifty yean, our own groupe ofseveot 
and three pupils of the establishment, Denis Josq^h 6a« 
briel Deruez, Louis Manteith, and Louis Veillard.— 
With tibe proo& of intelligence and developed capacity 
given by these youn|^ as well as with the cheerful urb»# 
nity of their dq)ortment, and nith the readiness^of M. £ 
to satisfy all our enquiries, we were Id^y gratified.-*-* 
We perceived that the system of this professor is not in 
all reqpects exactly the same with Abb£ Siccard (there h 
more of dactilology and less of expressive. signs in the 
mode of communication;} perhaps this may not be the 
only point of difierence : at least I thought I could per- 
ceive that M. J. was not of die party of unqualifieil 



After having talked of the AbbS^ I mentioned the 
name of de VEppi-^^^ Ah " i^aid he, suspending the 
handkerchief that was half lift^ to his nose^ and turning; 
upon me an eye of discriminating admiratioo, '* that was 
a great jnan 1" Whether there was any thing of pique 
in tbifb or whether it was mei^ a pa9sing tribute of ve- 
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neffttion to the departed, I will hot pronounce, but it is 
Ihit jusdce to say, that nothing like pique or reverse ap- 
fieared iii tfie manner of th'6 Abbe Siccard in the jnen- 
tion he made of Mr* Jeuffroi in his public Seance : ^^ M. 
JenStoiy* said he, as he introduced to our notice the 
gems ^d cast and relieves that had been executed by the 
pupik of that professor, ** is not only a classic and a ma- 
thematician, but an artist also, and instructs his pupils in 
sculpture and ornamental arts, as well as in th^ more 
•olid branches of useful knowledge." But to return to 
tmr vinqrard bower, which will remain for ever conse? 
crated in my memory for the scientific and literary con- 
versation that was held there, Derciez is a very interest- 
ing young man from his moral qualities as well as from 
the attainments, — the heart is entire if the senses are not. 
JDeprived of his father in early life,, this deaf and diimb 
^pung man supported his widowed mother to the end of 
iier life, and is now toiKng with indefatigable diligence to 
jhemove his sister from a dependent situation^ and give 
her the comforts of a home* I examined some English 
exercises of this young man ; explained to him some of 
the peculiar idioms of our language, with which he wa& 
Ughly delighted-r-nor wjas I less so, at discovering with 
what promptitude he entered into the reasons of gram- 
mar— .those little simple axioms, which, as I have some- 
nv'her^ else remarked (or meant to remark,) render the 
^rooked paths of language strait. 

During my enquiries to the Savage of Aveyron, I 
le^m^d from M^ J^ ^fit hew^s xjbt pnly still alive, but 
m^tai^ed on a sm^H pension, under the. care qf a poor 
woman ipi the neighhour^ogd* The general impression 
fts represented by M. X is, that this pocir child must 
have been the son of some npble or considerable family ; 
Aey think they trace some evidence of this under aU dis- 
•dvantagieiL, ill biis* form ' and general demeanor, (a 
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crolchet not unusual among French theorurts^but if form 
could not constitute nobility) what rank and princely po- 
tency have I not seen in peasant garb, among the barren 
mountains and rocky dingles of Carmarthenshire !) and 
that he had been assassinated and left for dead, when he 
was between two and three years old, that the perpetra- 
tors might enjoy his estate. A part at least of this story 
is sufficiently confirmed by tlie scar, across his throaty 
which seems to have been left by no irresolute hand, and 
theevidetice of reiterated stabs in several parts of fais 
body. This circumstance led us to the subject of similar 
enormities, some of which deserve record if time womld 
' permit. M. J. who is a good Catholic, attributes these 
-atrocities to the new philo6<^hy — as if history presented 
us no memorials of similar events before the days of Vol- 
taire and Rousseau. Alas I if there were indeed a reli- 
gion that could preclude in practice the recurrence of 
<euch crimes, with what zeal would not philantropy tra- 
verse the world for its propagation ; but I fear the cupi- 
dity and demoniac passions of the sordid heart are not 
to be eradicated by mysterious creeds and speculative 
dogmas. M. J. is the only man I have met with in 
France who talked about religion. I listened to hiin» 
therefore, with great attention. I was. particularly 
amused with his exposition of the sacrament, and the 
symbolic interpretation of what we call transubstantiation. 
Of two things at least he convinced me — 1. That this is 
capable of an explanation much less irrational than a good 
warm Protestant is disposed to believe : and 2« That the 
creed of a Priest (even of a believing Priest, and aJCI 
Priests do not believe,) may be a very different thin^ 
from die creed he imposes on his ignorant auditors. 



Our deaf aAd dumb frienEds conducted us to the 
fortunate savage of Aveyron* His appeiirance was alto^ 
Igedier aucfa mb was 'Conformable enattgh with whet faeci 

K 
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been suggested. With many of the obvious marks of 
imbecility, with the foundling and dependant manners of 
infancy, joined with the stature of full manhood, with an 
eye rayless of intellect, and a form of head that never 
yet, I believe, belonged even to ordinary capacity, or de- 
veloped understanding, there was an air and manner 
strange indeed, and not engaging, but yet remote from 
the vulgar. But this is not strange. With what we 
call the vulgar he had never mingled. His childhood 
:had been passed with the wild beasts of the forest, of 
whose maimers he still retains in his deportment some of 
tlie indications noticed by Dr. Hurd, and his human as- 
sociations have been in seclusion with philosophers who 
have tried experiments for the developement of his facul- 
ties, and with a benevolent and decent old woman to 
whom he is a nursling of larger growth. This is, per- 
haps, not a place for all the observations that belongs to 
this subject, at least I have not time to reduce them into 
form. 

In the evening I took my son and on^'of his young 
companions with me to the gardens of Trivoli. Mrs. 
— — — could not so far divest herself of English feel- 
ing as to accompany us; so the ladies were all left 
behind ; and with' them our young parson (whose feel- 
ings, properly enough perhaps for him, were quite 
shocked at such a mode of spending a Sunday evening,) 
jBtaid also behind, and shut himself up in his chamber. 
My maxim, however, is, when I travel through a strange 
coimtry, to see all I can ; and of the popular gaities of 
jParis, Sunday evenings present the grand 3isplays. We 
found plenty of good company (French and English) to 
keep us in countenance ; among the latter, I recognised 
JMEr. T — r-,^M. P. with a party of ladies of the first 
iashjon, with, several otber^ .whoa\ I knew to be of the 
best circlefi.4 They«did not dance 4hfi. waltz indeedi nox 
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did we; but we witnessed the whole round of dissipated 
gaiety,- dances, mountebanks, fortune-tellers, dancers on 
the tight-rope^ allegorical pantomime, profusion of fire- 
works, and most astonishing and most interesting of all, 
the women in glittering habiliments that walks up a tight^ 
rope, making an inclined pbne from the ground^ to the 
liill height of an ordinary house, then turni round and 
descends again, balancing herself firequ^idy upon one 
£x)t, and dancing and vaulting jn her way amidst ^n in- 
cessant diaeharge of fireworks that spread an atmosphere 
of flame and smoke and corruseations all around ber«-— 
Nor are these the whole of the amusements of TrivoU ; 
the gardens themselves are beautiful, and so e^tensin^, 
that it took up full half an hour to trace the exterior circle. 
To those who think Vauxhal^ the ne plus vUra of all that 
^n Jbe conceived of a Jefe champdre 'J^riyol}, will appear 
inferior, bjut to me, who like Vaj^xhall as it use^ to be 
almost forty years ago better than as it is i;iow, and who 
prefer variety of uniform glare and .q)lehdour, Trivoli jls 
hnmesurably superior — to say nothing of the superior 
vivacity of the company, 

Monday^ Attgust^^. 

T^aking possession of ojir new lodgings, and, mak^i^g 
arrangements for our future comfort and accommodation, 
' consumed a considerable part of the mornfng. We jtl^en 
walked for ai]i hou]r in the Museum of Monuments, where 
ive found abundant food for reflectiop and admiration, 
and at one o'clock wen J;, as I thought, by appoiiitmept 
/but I had mistaken qnze for une) to see the Abl?^ Sip- 
card. We were however introduced, and found him at 
that patriarchial hour at his solitary meal in his little 
study; one particle of the avails of which is i5.carcely to 
be seen for the prints that surround it. A Canary bird, 
the Abbe's fellow student, hangs in a simple cage from 
Afe centre of th^ ceiling. Well provided with every thing 
that can please his little palate. 
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LETTER XII, 

Paris, Sept. 8. 

THE Ahhi received us with an unceremonious cor- 
diality*; requested us to be seated, and eat bis frugal meal 
before us kx all simplicity) conversing with us at the same 
time on the subjects of our inquiry^ he concluded by in* 
-viting us to his ne^^t public Seance, in which he pro-^ 
miaedtoentier more at large into those topics wjtii which 
hfi found us mo^t interested, and which he said would 
i^ende^ the explanations and illustrations he would after-* 
wards givttiUs in private more easily intelligible. 

From the Abbe's we went to the Louvre, for the first 
time— walked for some time among the statuai*y, (o get 
a general idea of the totd ensemble^ which is all that 
should be attempted the first time, and were beginning to 
ascend to the picture gallery, when we found that the 
hour of clearance (four o'clock) was arrived, 

•'{■ Tuesday, August '93. 

Great part of this morning we devoted to the Library 
of the Institute, looking over many parts of that valua-* 
ble collection, and making extracts and notices of pur- 
posed additions to our own respective stocks of literature* 
A little before two we went to the Louvre, where we 
met again with a crowd of English. I saw almost as 
many faces^ of which I bad some kqowledge, in these 
halls and galleries, as I should have met in the streets of 
London, My son found the objects of his devotion 
among thC; statues ; the young men diq^ersed themselves 
as their fancies led tliem, and the ladies, under my .care, 
ascended to the gallery. We spent some time in the 
outer chamber, examining the pictures of the primitive 
school ; which, lor s^ first visit, was wrong, I advise 
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every person tliat pny6 a first yi^t to tb? L^uvre^ to look 
at nothing particttlar» but to take a eojq} <P ail of tJie 
whole — to walk slowiy through the respectire saloons 
of sculpture without stoj^ing any where ; and thenliaving 

< iiscended the fine , staircase to pass in the same way 
through .the first tasd second apartments to the docurof 

, the great gallery. Here let him stand awbile* I will 
not antidipate his ^sensations. Wbpn^-lie -can move 
again, let him walk slowly down to the opposite eaitre- 
mity, with .the same glance of general and the same 
avoidance of particular observation. Having indulged 
himself with another perspective gaze, let him walk 

' slowly back ngain in the same manner, as hi^ has had 
quite enough for one day ; and will find himself pre- 
Jpared tb'select p^rts for the niore particular gratification 
of as many ' succeeding days as he can spare for such 
gratifications, 

, , We dined: tl^s daj* ibr . the &rst tiqae» -at .pur lodgixig^ 
And bought alittle. experience, / W^ ordered our dinner 
(wine. and bread a];id rfruU except^) from a tr^tepr :i^ 
.cojiunended by.the 'mistress of .the Jhouse we lodged ip, 
desiring him to give u$ a specimi^n of what per head he 
could furnish la simple dinne^, according to the CQckery 
andfa^iouof .the country, .^e iMxnished us accord* 
ingly with agood simple dinger such as we had expected; 
but when he. brought in his account the next mQrhin^ 
we found thatibe^M<l contrived to charge as muph for 
our meat alone (four fi^ancs.A^head} as we could, baye 
meat, >^ine, bread, fruit and all forat our old hotel; ai^d 
when the oth^* accounts of the day were brought in by 
our good managing landlady} we found that brides our 
five guineas a week for lodgings, we were living in our 
, own apartments at a much larger expence than at tbe 
hotel, where q^r board and lodging amounted, to. seven 
francs (5s. lOd,. of English moiley) per day. I^ our 
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object was to have as much knowledge and enjoyment as 
we could for as little money, and not to spend as much 
money as we could to as little account, we resolved to 
riefofm this, and to dine in good company at our old 
table d^ hote^ when we had no other engagenlents, till I 
had learned how to do the business in a better vf9j. 
We drank some very tolerable Macon at 15d. a bottk, 

m 

'■ and some very good Bourdeaux (claret) at three francs 
(2s. 6d.) 

■ * _ 

■ ■ . . / . 

Wednesday 24. 

We went this day to visit the hospital of invalids; 

. which, even as a building, has considerable piretensipns 

to grandeur ; though certainly it will not bear compari^ 

, son (especially for the state in which it is preserved) 

. with our Royal Hospital at Greenwich. — It is of great 

extent, being calculated to accommodate more th^n 

60,000 disabled Veterans. Having asked permission, a^ 

straDfgers, to walk over the pre^iises, a 'little bojr wfts 

assigned us as our guide, who led us (after some parts 

of less interest) into the' Church or Chapel: a noMe * 

• edifice, in very dirty condition, and disgraced by shabby 
partitlonsofwobd at eacheiid, one of thfem separating 

.th6 dome completely from the body of the church, arid 
" the other exhibiting a dumsy orchestra for musical re- 
Jiear^als and concerts. Our Rouen friend informed us 
that when she last visited this place the walls were en- 
tirely covered over with banners taken tit different times 
■ from the Allies ; but that Vhen the enemy entered Paris, 
' the invalids tore them down with precipitation, and made 

• a bonfire of them, lest they should fall again into the 
hands of the victors. To get a sight of the dome, we 

' wt^re obliged to go out again by the door at which we 
entered, and make a circuit of the outside of the church; 
this was no misfortune, for the outside of the dome and 
the principal entranci deserves a particular survey, 



. ^ 
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^hich we had plenty of time to give tbem ; our little 
guide not being very nimble in bringing to us the woman 
who was to open the door. As we entered we.3vere 
perfectly awe-stricken, and filled with wonder 4]t the, 
sight of an object at once so grand and so apparently; 
neglected. In itself it is certainly one of the finest ob- 
jects I have ever seen; and the four lesser or .corner, 
domes are worthy accompaniments of so grand a.centre, > 
The paintings in fresco on the corner domes in particu- 
lar are in the very finest style of bold relief, and have in 
tiieir station perhaps a finer effect than oil painting 
could ever give. The monuments of Turin and Vauban, 
judiciously placed on opposite sides of tlie dome, and- 
corresponding in style, dimensions, and colour of the . 
marble, have an effect worthy of the place they are meant . 
to adorji, - But what shall I say of the dirt, the unfi- . 
nisfaed appearance of minuter parts, and above all, of 
the ragged partition of unpainted, and even unplaned 
wood that parts the noble dome from the body of the 
church. But dirt * and magnificence, shabbiness tind- 
splendour, it must be confessed, often meet together at 
Paris. In a corner, as if they bad been purposelj' put out 
of the way, we found two gilt colossal statues : they were 
Saint Louis ^d Saint Napoleon) a title I did not know 
before that he had ever ^ected) that used to be carried 
in solemn procession, cheek by jowl, on the 15th of 
August. The head of St. Napoleon looked as if it had 
been struck off; but if his Saintship had found some , 
pioi;s vota(*ist among his old followers of the in- 
valids who had carefiilly joined it on again"— so can they 
not again tl^e head of his dissevered power. 

Among the peculiarities (if in Prance it can be called 
a peculiarity) of this institution that excited most ford-- 
biy our moral admiration, was the library, a spacious, 
airy, lofty, aitd'j^leasant room, well stored- with booksf - 



p&ii^ lliilitaby and historical, and partly mispellancous 
vtid ftittusfve, not ttterdy fcit .ostentatious display, or as a. 
p^tt of the furniture of the Governor or Snperintendant, 
but c^A jfi)r the amnsemetH of the invalids in general. — 
Several of these V^Kerianc^ we saw amusing themselves in 
"" this ritiohal Way at the different tables with which the 
ib6in h fbr^ished, and wia llailed the munificence that 
pfovide&nof dnlyfortbe comfortable subsistence, but for 
the iiinoCelH amusement of age and decrepitude* As we 
nfturned, strife found a great part of the veterans at dinner 
ifi a large bally at tables ranged on each side, . each of 
which accommodated five or six. Others were taking 
tfaeit messes to their respectivl apartments, where they 
ai^e suffered to share them with their wives or children : 

■ 

and they seem to be well supplied, both in quantity and 
' ^pialicy* 

The reminder of the day till dinner time we shared 
between the Librai^ of the Institute, the Gallery of the 
Xiouyre, and the Gardens of the Thuilleries. 

in tli6 evening we went ^ the Cftfe des Milles Colo- 
^^ so called frbih th^ illusions produced by the walls 
b^ing eiitirdty CdV^r^d with looking glass, which multi- 
plied to ihtilQit^ th^ (k)itiiAtls with which it is adorned. 
£tere We eat some ic6 creams, and saw the famous 
LeituMddiif^ — SifnOMg ieoff^e-house girls, as great a phe* 
jQomelfot), as Buonaparte in the World of politics. Such 
was the cd^brity o^ h^r beauty, that when she officiated 
at a cdfee-iibusfe df hidi*e ea^y access to the mere passing^ 
giize of p6puki* iruHosjity, the dooft used to be so 
thronged, thdt it b^ektA^ A^dessaiy to plate centtnels to 
keep off the mob; and ^ome lives are said to h^ive been 
lost iti^ the tumults occasioned by tiiis pressure and soli-, 
c|tHde for a glance of tifis Parisian Venus. All. France 
r^M^undedwith her fame, and when any inhabitant of 
the provincial cities returned to his home from visiting 
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the metropolis, the first question that was asked by every 
acquaintance was, not what yow have heard from the 
armies, what is doing in the Senate or the Corps Le- 
gishitive, have you seen the handsome Leinonadiere ? 
.Though her fame is .rather, on the wane, ^md sheJias 
become rather too en^bon^poini for a goddess, she is stiU 
a yerjrfine woman, rund when, placed in her little bar Qi 
the centre of the room, amidiBtthe blaze and reflectioji 
of lustres and n^irrors, witli vases of gold and silver, 
and nosegays an^ lowering shrubi^. upon the table, and 
pedants of diamonds glittering in her ears, she stretches 
fontb htsr well-turned arm, ^d without sullying her deab 
white gloves, dfps her pen into her ink,' and! keqpi; ac- 
cfffxat of all. that is ordered anjd all that ll'p^d by tHe 
constant 'fliixof company, passing througli the iiobm; 
it must be confessed that no £nirlish (ioffee-house or cou* 
fectjqnary can jrival the attractibn of , the Ctife des Milks 
Oflqnes I f.Jiing» and Emperors, it is said, nave dpne 
bomagje^to tbis.^Hel^e of the Palais Rpyai j; ana report; 
^as .said,,,th^t the greater part of tlie diamonds that'^'oc"' 
casionfJly assist or rival the lustre of her eyes,' were pre-^ 
senfs from a Russian Prince ^f high celebrity'. What 
returns were expect for such magnificent priesents,^ t 
have not. heard ; -but with all the attractions and the edat 
that she has enjpyed, and placed in a situiition'at oiice 
»o puJbiliQ aBd siP dependant,^ she must liaye been a yoiing 
woman of considerable prudence and. self-command to 
preserve even- that p6rtion of reputation, \^ch is ne- 
cessary in Paris, to female respectability.. 
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LETTER XIII. 



Paris, August 25. 

W'E visited" tliia morning tTie Place Fontenoy, or 
itniitary College, and the Champ de Mars, crossed Pont 
Jena lo sec the foundation of the Palace of the King of 
Home, and taking a circuit throagh a considerable part 
of the exterior Boulevards, to the unfinished triiunpbal 
arch, re-entered Palis io that dn^ection where its splen- 
dour opena upon the eye with the fullesC efiect — by the 
Avenue de Neuilly rad iheElysian Fields. At the Place 
de Bretuil (one of the unlinibKcd impi-ovonents in the 
outer circle of ParK, and whose plimted avenues com- 
mand distinct views oiihe Place FoiUenfo/ aoA the Hotel 
ties InvalitiexJ the whole pnrty (except Mrs.—-) got out 
efthe carriage and proceeded on foot toward? the gate 
of the former, over which we contemplated, not without 
some mixture of contempt, a little paultry painting of 
two soldiers supporting the arms of France, exactly s«cb 
a thing as one would ejipect to see in EnglnAd orer the 
door of a public house. While we were gazing on this 
phenomenon the carri:^e entered the court-yard without 
any interruption, and we were- prepnring to follow, but 
were stopped by the interference of the sentinels, who, 
perfectly unmoved by our representation that we were 
strangers, (a word that almost eveiy where we bad found 
to operate like a charm to the removal of all obstructions) 
presisted, though without any redress, in refiising us ad- 
mission. *' Hclas ! Mcsseurs," said I, smililng, and at 
the same time fihnigging up my shoulders, fer the car- 
riage had already reached the far end of the court-yard, 
•* ijuijaut ii que Jc Jait ? vous avec fait jirisoniere de 
Madame !" At this instant, however, an ofllcer came 
np to the gato — >" Si vous voullez entre M<H)sieur As- 
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^iaifiu'* said Iie^ with an easy boid of his body, enpas' 

sanif and a courteous motion of his hat ; and without 

«■ • 

farther ceremony we entered and walked our round. 

The Champ de Mars is a much finer object than the 
£cole Militaire : t^ is to say, the plain h more interest- 
ing than the buUdini;, It is a vast oUoog square^ sur-*. 
rounded by a rampart jof earthi rounded at the four cor- 
ners, witibin which SO/H)^ men can be martialled and 
exercised with all possible conveniens It is ;used .fdso 
as a ^i^ce course: the circuit witjbin the ramparts h^^ 
as I am told, two EngjUsh miles; imd ficosa thegentle 
^icclivity of those ramparts almost all the population of 
^ ' might view the enthre race. It ia bonded on eacji 
by the foss^and fine Boulevards, at the end towarda 
Pans by the Ecole Militaire^ ^md in the other /directioa 
looks across the ^iver upon tbe meditated palace of the 
King of Borne* 'To this w» passed by ^WO/pjT the {bur 
bridges with witidi &ianaparte hi^^adcnned and iaipxan" 
^^ the eonvenience of Pari^, Auslerlits . and Pont def 
Arts are ^iron ; the ne» bridge fdk la Giti iprfaibb unites 
the two iflSands, and ti^iiis of Jena are of stone* Thia 
lest is the finest of all^ ajftd as fitideed a very grand thing: 
iK»r is it easy to fso^cdve a flaer 7|pc^« msembk thtok the 
|>alace^ the br^ge, the Field of Mars amjl th^e Military 
Collega would present, should ever the first« undir. what* 
soever denominatioui cmie to be finished- Tbe^ritusftimi 
is every ^1^ eligiUe for a /bieptibl|ip bidding sUieaight 
la rocky eminence— at onoe Ae xotid baiseaiid the quarry 
ot the superstructure^ commanding a fine view witl> die 
military power of the nation asi it were in the foreground, 
^e riii^r at its feet, and the metropolis in their pen^peq- 
^ve« But at p^esqut little bqrbnd the foundations ap^ 
pear. We took a circuit upon the high ground beyond 
the limitu of this intended palace through the village of 
^assi, and exp^ted some fine views of the city; but the 
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high walls that every where surround Paris make a walk 
or a ride round the outer boundary a very dull expedi- 
tion, especially as the country round about is naked and 
uninteresting. One fine view we had; but we climbed 
to the top of the coach for it 

' The lover of architectural grandeur cannot but wish 
to iee the completion of the Arc de Triomphe — fit en- 
trance to an avenue I shall not attempt to describe. Any 
person who casts an eye upon the plan of Paris (the best 
I have seen bears the date of the present year), and con- 
templates the idea of a public Toad four times as wide as 
firiy he'has evct' seerf in- England, through thie whole 
extent of groves and avenues to the place de Concorde^- 
fend the gardens of the Thuilleries may form a fainrt, and 
But a faint idea of the magnificence of this approach to 
Paris; ^ We chose to walk down this avenue that We 
might contemplate it at our leisure ; and it being the 
fisast of St. Louis which was to be celebrated with great 
Splendour, not only preparations were making for illumi- 
tiations,' but' booths- w^e building, very clnm^ and 
iEtwkwal^' ones, for the musicians, &c. to entertain, as 
the workmen informed us, all the blackguards of Paris* 
In the gardens* of the-lliuillcfries the fountains were 
playing; but they are {yetty ihings, unwortl^ of the pro^ 
fusion of Feal grtfndei^-that is spread around^— t^h worthy 
als6 orth«i# tbdbn were tbe^ti^mporary orchestra for the 
public cbneerts, *a[nd the temporsfry ciahopy for the RoyaJ 
Fadiify^in the fitMit of that A6ble palace; they vere both 
in style ^ortAfJr only <rf tittdldr^6-*^r rather of Bagnige 
Wetlik'- '''- • ■'■ ■ '/■ . 1 /'. • ". 

At the gates, of the Thuilleries* we had dismissed our 
carnage with Orders Jo wait, foi; us at the place Vendome^ 
Hiis omiarie ha^.fbr its oimehsions, a very beautiful 

ieffect. ..It Is €qrtainly tne'best specmien tfiat Paris has 

• .>!•'.. ■'.•:ij ft:j-i:ni:' . l;.L'ji vof .; ■•:;,..^ i * ■, -^ ,» .- 
to boast of that, species of architecture (of whiph Bath ;s 
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the great e:^enip1ar) th^t applies iuelf to the oommon 
purposes of life, and. endeavours to make of an assem-. 
blage of moderate dwelling-houses an extensive whole 
^nd reconciles private accommodation with public orna- 
ment. But the glory of place Vendome is the triumphal 
cohimn in bronze, fabricated, - as we are told, firom th^ 
cannon taken from the enemies of . Fimnce in the various 
battles fought'bj Buohaparteand his generals. This is a 
fine imitation ofTri^an's pillar; and upon it in a spiral 
* series is encba^ in. strong rdief the pictured story of 
those battles^ . On the; top. mk placed a colossal sta^ 
tue of the Emperor.. I. have heard that some time 
before bis. downfal a placard Was itudt: up against this 
column — YoH are kigk nam, hit if all the bloodyou, 
iMve^skedio g£ttherey.were accmnukUedonihe spoi, it 
would be deep enough ta drawn ^ifou. The statue was 
taken down upon his dethronement; and the Emperor 
Alexander has taken it I understand to Moscow to 
adorn his renovated xrapatol. But the column still re-' 
tgins the inscription that acknowledges the Emperor Na- 
poleon as its foun4^. ,. How will, the Bourbons get rid. 
of this ? Will it be wi$e.to attempt it. . The ladies of 
course did not attempt the laborious and inconvenient 
ascetit of this fehnidable pillar-: and one of the Oende- 
mai would fainhave staid withthem in thecoach below; 
but twenty could not ferjshame shrink i^in the toil 
diat fifty chearfiilly.encoimteMd; and lanthom in hand^ 
we climbed up the dark nairow^ winding stone staii^oas^y 
(so narrow that -if a tolerable fat man were once jam- 
med into it, he could no more expect to- get his li- 
berty again than a toad, in ^a: bloek of marble.) To say 
nothing of carrying upwafds'their weight of fi^h,^ Major 
C^ and his freind S. K. '^ebiM'^no more have hem 
squeezed imo the dpei^cnre, tbfn they €ould have vied! 
wiih walking Stewart^^i^^ipodescriaii^tour of the wovld.i 
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But we liad none of us any inconveniencios to encounter 
resulting from over corpulence ^ and the toil of tlie ascent 
was araplj' recompensed by the beautiful bird's eye view 
vie enjoyed from the summit. 

Ab we passed along from the Avenue de Keuilly, just 
at the end that joins the Elysiaa Fields, we had been 
stinick by tJie inviting aspect and situation of the Jardin 
de Roy, to viiich, alter having been home to dress, we 
returned and took a pleasant dinner (as many other 
parties were doing) uadei' the trees; with which we 
ilrank Fin de Tonnere which was very good, and Vtn de 
Volnty, which wa| ^cellenf:. Our fare had been very 
good, with as much variety as wechose to have(the PouUet 
a la Marerigo, in particular, might have pleased a gour- 
mandej f and our bill for seven persons and a servant, 
itith all this good eating and drinking amounted to 29f. 
16 sous, {jfil 4s. lOd. English IBppej'- We gave the 
waiter 14 sous, 7d. English, who seemed perfectly grateful. 
l«t not English profusion corrupt the waiters of French 
botcis and restaurateurs. We ^oll not get English att 
tendance by given English fees. 

Of the illuminations pf this night I shall oply say that 
riiey very far surpassed) i" point of effect, the expecta* 
tions 1 bad formed from die preparations. In every 
thing ofthissort(I might almost have said in every 
thing J the English seem to calculate upon the effect of a 
minute inspection, the French upoo the dazzling of 4 
disUtot gaze. But there are many circumstances that 
conspire to make a comparatively small expenditure of 
light produce a great effect in Paris — tlie situation of 
the river, the widenesa of the quaye, tlie whiteness of th^ 
Walls (the houses being universally either of stone unsul^ 
lied by eca-coal mnoke, or plaister of Paris) and the 
cleameMaad transparency of the atmosphere. A moon- 
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light lught in London is sjiade add yapor in comparisop 
with (ho9e &v a finmlgbt together we hs^f enjoyed iip 
iiointerrv&pjted sii^msioi^ in 43m city. 



tmrtEn xiv. 

. ^ .Patisf Friday^ Augiisiil6> 

WHEN vearriTedntthe Instkotion for the Deisif and 
Dumb (acoot^ng to the inVitatim of the k\h4 Ssccard),» 
ute fotmd tfaalVbftfgor tlveady in hfs <dianr and ready to 
-b^fin. He ««!e6tvedlittit with great ftttentioii, and^requesfip 
led me ai^d Mijimif^ to CaWemir j^aeei ofl a littfe tesoP' 
pimxy {datibrMf tliM had beeir^^^ front of the otft- 
iomarj^ seats' Air soiM^lflidks^faoi^ stoned dedrdoicf 
diiliiiguisfaini^ ' AmMg lliese the Odke of WeDingtott 
airas ifscptfcted ;. mdonce indetti half theoampafiy had 
ffaeil from Aeff Mats on the fiilse import <^ l^aifri^it 
Th<^ 'AjbfM fioilfiiied his prdfiii^ -of beipg mora ampdr m 
iii$0Xphmatioiisof sev^tmai parts of his system, fe he gaina 
OB awlectiixseof nearly toox hourSi of aevesai parts <^whiili 
we one or other of us took notes* T^ecoBMnendatiooa 
he gane to the EagHsh langtia^ and the advantages.fae 
pointed oat in the philosophioll simplicity t^Citastmiotare^ 
particulaily &r theedBiecticui of the deaf and ddmfcv >eito 
irf* course gfatii^ng to Englidi ears^ to miae mf^fSeSbf^ 
nb) in my owat country^have conC^idedalinos^ alone &r. 
the hdaonrof a iongit^% tradncedfay. thdae whofal^ire be^l 
loo indoltat to study HspriniBi{de% and who^ in the mid^t 
of their pedantic p^eifisioiiato fereign or obsolete i^brudir: 
tiom, have cc^^bunded the cardess idioms of the vnlgar^ 
with the ekpressiTe enetgiea and philological capabilitiea 
of oar vernacular speech. Some of the Abba's discdli* 
minative definitions were also yery excellent, particularly 
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his distinction between education (the ileveloptmeiit ol 
the powers and fHCuttieb^ of mind, &c.) :ind instruction, 
or the communication of knowledge, &c. and betwewi' a 
language and a tongue .■ tlie former, lie considered, as 
belonging to brutes -n common with the human race; 
the latter as the attribute of man in a state of improved 
society. The Lecture was relieved by exhibitions of 
pupib, among whom, a young female of very pleasing 
person, not only enunciated very clearly some distinct 
sounds, but articulated also two or three well roodur 
lated cadences. But what is the use, says the AbbS, 
of oral speech to those, who cannot hear the answers 
that may be made to them? But the pupils in whom 
this Professor mostly, and most justly delights are, 
Massieu and Le Clerc ; the former of these by the poe* 
tical fire and metaphysical profundity which he frequent- 
ly, and the latter by that exact precision a»d lucid recti- 
tude of thought which he always displays, do honour to 
the instructor and the Institution. Abbe Siccard, how^ 
ever, like other great men, has his crotchets — perhaps 
his compliances. The axiom that there is something in 
the very eircumstance of birth and family that is favour- 
able to mental or to moral developement or tittalnment, 
may perhaps by some be thought a useful prgudicc nt 
this time in France; and the little interesting story about 
the iate Daiiphin end his sister might be intended for 
particular ears. Venerated however tor ever be the name 
of Siccard, the wonby successor, if not the equal of the 
^bli^ I'Epp^. The worst thing I have heard of Buona- 
parte since I have been in this dty is, that he loved not 
this Institution nor its objects. The deaf and dumb he 
said were useless to society (that is to say, they cuuld 
not be made soldiers to Lutcher mankind), and therefon: 
Bociety ought not to bo burthened for them. The Li- 
brary and Silting of the Institute occupied the rcmaindci- 
of ihc n 
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Saturday, August 27* 

A Seance at the Institution des Aveugles, called us 
this morning to the Fauxbourg St. Antoine, in point of 
width and direction of the streets, and convenience of 
space and gardens, the very best, in point of actual habi* 
tation the very worst part of Paris. Who in the history 
of the Revolution does not remember the Fauxbourg St. 
Antome, and Santerre, the Captain of its rabble? It it 
said that when Buonaparte was made Chief Consul, he 
sent for this once formidable demagogue — " Santerre I" 
said he, I know you, and you know me. Take care 
you keep the blackguards of the Fauxbourg of St. An* 
toine quiet ; for the first disturbance I bear of among 
them, I'll have your head." From the Directors of the 
{o^ltitutlon I bad received no invitation ; but the Abb£ 
iSi^M^rd had advertised jme of the meetmg, and when I 
inquired &r the Director, and announced my name, I 
found tbikt the Abb^ had already made my introduction^ 
and an a^missipn was immediately given for myself and 
ell myparty.i apd a blind boy wa^ sent with us as it 
guide tp shew us soxne of the places wh^re the blind 
were at work, till the time of public sitting should ar- 
rive. This is by far a more distressing spectacle than 
the Institution for the Deaf and Dumb : the extinction 
of the eye, that sun of the human countenance, that mir-^ 
rorof theTsouI^ leaves eveiy thing almost as dark to the 
beholder as to the suffering object ; and we could not but 
think that in the remaining features of these mutilated 
faces we saw the marks of melancholy and d^ection, so 
opposite to the eager vivacity of the deaf and duitib: — I 
speak of those of the Parisian Institution. At the Seance 
we had a concar\ of music, a display of the females at 
their respective works, who knitted, &c. in concert to 
the tune, illustrations of the method of teaching the blind 
io read, exhibitions of books printe^jGEnr the i^^ to read 

M 
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ini examinations in geography, classics, and mathema-^ 
tics, an ode to the Bourbons, written by one of the blind 
and raited by another, and sung in chorus by aO : and 
what was mdre interesting than alt the rest, a eonvefsatioa 
3;naintained between a blind man and Massieu, wfio is tlie 
deaf and dumb. I could not 1but observe how Targe a por- 
tion of the blind ileemed* to have owed thefr calamity to 
the small pox r but there was ohe Gttle melancholy girl^ 
about six or seven years^old, utunarliLed by any deformity 
&ut her blindness, that wrung me to t^e heart. She 
played a concerto on the piano-forte^ and afterwards, 
from a conspicuous part of tlie robiti^ strained her little 
voice in the chorus. My eyes rivetted on her sad eoun«* 
tenance, till the tears ran down my face. 

Itt our rfeturn w6 visited the Place des Voges, the best 
square in Paris, With a very fine Jette d*eau of nine 
spouts ^ and the Conservatoire des Aris at Moulins, in the 
Abbey St. Martin des Cbaps^ This last would, I sup- 
pose, be^ great treat to those who undeMand and have a 
-iaste for mechanics. I could only exclaim how many 

things there are here that I know nothing about.- 

» ■ • 

As the ladies bad thek own engagements, I took the 
young men to a restaurateur's nearest to our own lodg- 
ings, in the Rue Buonaparte. The name is coloured 
over, but it is still apparent, and it has received no other 
in the plscce ^ perhaps like the Napoleon d^or, which still 
retains its name, though the head pf Louis is substituted 
cm the die, it may chaoige its inscription without loosing 
its popular i4[>peUation« . Here we ordered from the prints 
^d card| successively, as many portions of as di^rent 
things as our fanc^ and pur appetite prompted : and 
having made a very good dinner bpth in quantity and 
quality, found upon settling our bill that our expences, 
exclusive of our wine, amounted to less than two frandf 
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4K9i«ad, We therefore called the mistress to tis, and 
telling her the number ^f our famity, proposed ibat slie 
^ould famish us widi such a dinner at our own lodgiiigs 
at tbe rate of two francs, one and eight*pence SSiglish 
money. After some demmr, on^acoount of the trouble 
and inconvenience of sending out) and enquiries wheATer 
we were furnished with napkins, -knives and forks, «nd 
die like, she consented to fiirnldi us unth soup and three 
<)ther dishes regularly, and to give us every day fresh 
variety at that rate: in siioi^t/to furnish us with as good 
J9L dinoer^as our former traitmr athalf fihe price. 

Sunday 2S^ 

The fine and veneraUe cathedral of Notice Dame, and 

.... . '■ . .^ . 

iOie gorgeous cei:emo|iy of high mass in all its parade 
and theatrical splepdour^ occupied the morning of ^is 
4ay. The exterior of this builaing lac^s some of die 
finest accompaniments of Gothic magniQcence. ft lias 
neither spire nor high tower, nor chapter-iiouse, nor 
cloisters; and the dilapidated parts are ill supplied by 
jkhe incongruous junction of ^me extensive modem edi* 
fices, which of themselves, or in jtlielr proper places, 
might have merited some commendation. iBut there 
^are parts ejren of tbe .outside, the sreat westerp front 
in particular, with Its ncli tracery and innumer^hj^ 
^ulptures in base, and in u^e whole relief, that are not to 
i>e surpassed by any thin^ of the sort I have seen. The 
impression of the whole from w;Uhout, however^ is that of 
vastness rather than of beauty, xlie inside |s very fine : a 
grand and magnificent whole^-not, indeed, in one uni* 
form style of architecture; tliere are several modes from 
the massive cplumn midws^ between thedd Saxogotbic 
knd the Roman, to die spiral arch, and niany a shafted 
pillar of the Normogothic, or Cruisadic, as it mi^t be 
called, il the architeetural dicUonajry furnished such a 
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word : but it harmonises well together; and the parts, dis-. 
tinctly, are fine. It has the grand peculiarity of a twofold 
tange of lofty aisles, and the length of the whole, and the 
height of the central ropi^ and of the dome, &c. correspond 
with this majestic spread. It has innumerable paintings (as 
have almost all the churches of France, not only in the 
chancelj but in the innumerable little chapels or niches ia 
the sides:) but the fine tapestries of the gobeling rather dis- 
figure than adorn this majestic edifice : notwithstanding 
that the sheers have been employed to mangle these nobte 
productions of the loom, and reduce them to the size of 
their respective stiations* A gallery, apparently a part of the 
original plan of the architect, divides without deforming 
the body of the Church, in an upper and lower chancel, 
and several of our English loungers went ipto tliis high- 
est chancel to enjoy the show. The effect was striking: 
bad the assemblage been considerable, i( would have 
been grand: the perspective diminution of that part of 
the audience thus elevated, perhaps a foyrth or a sixth 
part of the whole altitude, illustrated to sense and apprer 
hension the loftiness of the whole, and increased thereby 
the sublime of the effect. The pomp and pantomime of 
the service, both in the chancel and the reiterated proces- 
sions round through all the aisles and up the nave and 
chancel of the edifice, surpassed all mv previous ideas oi* 
Catholic pageantry. But here again that want of deco- 
rum in the xpinuter detail which mars so much of Pari- 
sian splendour, manifested itself in a most ludicrous in- 
cident. In the midst of the pageantry, a poor retainer of 
the cathedral, a sexton^ or a beadle, or whatever he may 
be called, came hobbling into the cb»ncel in a dirty shirt, 
and a go^vn of tittered crape that half povered a rusty 
suit of thread-bare black, to lay a huge book that he bore 
before him on a cushion in the centre. Whether the 
huge book that rested on his thighs (tpo heavy for his 
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feeble iurms) bad broken the waistband of that nainel 
part of masculine attire which it afterwards assisted to 
support, I know not ; but no sooner was this adventitious 
support withdrawn to be placed on the cushion, than 
down fell the inexpressibles halfway over the legs of the 
unfortunate old man, who with as little confusion and as 
much expeditioti as his feeble years would permit, wai 
obliged to gather them up with his two hands, and thus 
with arms akimbo retire from the violated sanctuary. 

While the great drama was acting, in the centre and 
body of the Church, several different under-p.irts and 
episodes were conducted by different Priests in the dif- 
. ferent corners and side chapels ; so that iq)on the whole 
there were a good many people assembled, but almost all 
(loungers and gazers excepted) were either children (of 
whom indeed there were not many) or old people de- 
crepid and half bed-ridden, and of the poorer sort (^^ as 
oijlj tattered ridinghopds could sin !") Withdraw the 
English gazers and I do not think there were a dozen 
tolerably dressed people (the Priests excepted) in the 
Cathedral.' lu the dbambers above the great Sachnsty 
we saw the coronation robes of Napoleon, his canopy of 
state, the crown, sword, and sceptre of Charlemagne, of 
Napoleon himself of the Empress, &c. &c. the trap-* 
pings, chair and canopy of the Pope, the cross (that has 
in the middle another little cross made out of the frag« 
ments of jthe true cross) carried before Napoleon at his 
coronation ; the canopy under which Louis XVIII. en- 
tered Paris, and in short more superb things than can be 
here described. I met here several English, of whom I 
had some personal knowledge; among die rest one of 
dur most celebrated architects, who had known Paris be* 
{pre the revolution. He was full of admiration of th^ 
improvements that ha(^ taken place. I told him the aneo* 
jiote of the exclamation of the Duke of Bern : be agreed 
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mth the condosion, and spoke upon t^e subject a9 artisU 
^nerally do. 

The Gallery of the Louvre, a dinner from our restau- 
rateur at our own apartments, and a walk in the gardens 
of the Thnilleries and round the Palais Royal, concluded 
f ur day. 



LETTER XV, 

PariSj Monday^ Aug. 29. 

We visited the Salpetriere, which is an Infirmaiy and 
Workhouse^ a Magdelain, and an ^Hospital Hoy the In^ 
fifixief contains, as we were informed, about 5000 women, 
qf whom, between 8 and 900 are idiotic and deranged. 
For air, ^cc^ opportunities of exercise when it can bp 
borne, and provision for the employmept of time, all th(^ 
hospitals and institutions 1 have seen in France, surpass 
exceedingly ajg|y thing I have seen in England. This i^ 
not (he p^Qfie for particulars. I satisfy myself with th^ 
conscipjusness of having accumulated some fact$, an4 
<^ened the channels of in^pnnaitiQ^ for obt^ning more 
particulars, if opportunities should occur for turning theni 
to public advantage;. We did not see to-day the depart? 
ment of the insane thajt w;^ reserved for me under bettej^ 
auspice^. 

From thence we went to theBic^e^ about (hre^mileiS 
from Paris, and which contains, as we were informed| 
about 500 mad-men (including tl^ i^oAe^) SOOO poory 
fmd 1000 criminals — all males. The advantages of air^ 
spacCf and separation of classes, &c. are oon^icnous here 
also ; the prison, heretofore a palace (built as I under- 
stand by the En^idi iniiile they were masters of France,) 
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. occupies a space sufHcietic for a city : but it is evidently 
not as well regulated as the SalpStriere, We were very 
much amused by the baby-houses and wax dolls in the 
church of the former, which was dressed out with abund- 
ance of shrubs and flowers, in honour of St. Louis: here 
the principal object of curiosity is an enormous well, 162 
f rench feet deep to the surface of the water, and 57 ia 
circumference. . The water is drawn up in huge buckets^ 
by an enormous wheel, turned by such of the convales- 
cents, or partly convalescent, as are deemed fit to be so 
employed. As these buckets get to the top» an enor- 
mous iron crow catches and inverts them ; and thus is kept 
perpetually full an enormous bath or reservoir that sup- 
plies all the hospital. In viewing this place in particu* 
lar, the visitor ought to be well supplied with small change^ 
sous, &c. for the demands of keyholders^ &c. are incesr 
jsant ; but the smallest sum satisfies them* 

Our next visit was to the Observatoir, principally note- 
Able for the bird's eye view of the city. From this height 
my eye was attracted by the exterior of St. Sulpice ; and 
we resolved to visit it. It is the finest thing of its kind I 
have seen in Paris. Its altarpiece is perhaps the ne j>lus 
ultra of sublime theatrical effect. It is sculpture, not 
painting, and has even an ideal verisimilitude (if I may 
so express myself) beyond any thing that painting could 

effect. The Virgin in entire relief of white marble^ 
jstanding on a globe, with the bruised serpent at her fee^ 
amidst a profusion of clouds and glory, holds the infant 
Jesus in her arm% and looks down with complacency 
through an open expance behind the akar, which is 
adorned on each side by columns of ilark marble, and 
above by a tranq>arent ^ory. The semicircular recess 
of the commuaion tables the copula of which is finely 
planted, receires scarcely any light from the windows in 
the iiody of the chnrdi ; but is fiiintly and mysteriously 
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iHnminated, by an ufiseen window over the head of ibr 
sculptured virgini over whom of coarse it descends as aH 
immediate emanation from heaven with an effect like the 
morning twilight, grey and indistinct, which is finely 
contrasted by the glow of the ydlow radiated transpa* 
rencjr over the frontispiece of this fine specimen of scenic 
sculpture* In short, every thing seems to have been at- 
tended to with the most happy solicitude that could sug« 
gest the awful idea of supernatural effect* The style of 
the church is attic, its condition dirty within and with- 
out : but among the multitude of pictures that crowd the 
walls, in common with those of every church in Paris 
that I have seen, there are some that are worth examin*> 
ing — ^particularly a new one of the Assumption ^tV a 
Paris par AusiAUx de Leigb, 1812* There seem to be 
a good many painters in Paris whose names we have 
never heard of^ whose paintings would make a gbod fi- 
gure in oiur Somerset-house exhibition, if the portraits 
of meagre shrews and fat aldermen would leave room for 
them on Uie walls. This picture is perhaps in its execu« 
tion rather too delicate; an almost silky softness is dif> 
fused not only over the fiesh and drapery,, but €ven over 
the hair of all the figures, and every part seems to be 
&iished with the most minute precision. Twelve feet by 
ten is too large for a cabinet picture* Upon the whole^ 
I^owever,.it is highly beautiful : and what I ^am eriticising 
will constitute its merits with some. Thi^ church wa« 
decorated in every part, with a profusion of flowering 
plants, in large pots, to regale the nostrils of St. Louis 
at this bis bi(^ carnivaU _ . 
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LETTER XVI. 

Paris^ Tuesday^ August SO. 

IN our way to the plate glass manufactory, we looked 
into St. Gervaise, whose gothic inside is fronted by an 
attic porch (the remaining part of the ej^terior is com- 
pletely walled up by houses) and into St. Paul and St. Louis^ 
remarkable only for its plainness and its dirt, and for the 
crowd of huxters that make a common market-place of 
its porch. The processes of cutting, polishing, and fix- 
^ing the mercury upon the glasses, is worth attention'; 
and the sight of the vast warehouses full of plates of all 
sizes, many of them of vast magnitude, is as new to us as 
the accumulation of many articles in our warehouses 
would be to a Parisian. This is the place from whence 
Paris is supplied with that profusion of^ne looking-glass 
that literally covers the walls of every coflFee-room, ter- 
minates every avenue in several of the public gardens^ 
and by presenting itself in every place and every direc- 
tion, Contributes so essentially to the splendour and 
gaiety of this region of dissipation. The fusion of the 
glass is performed at a distance from Paris, where wood 
for the furnaces can be had at a cheaper rate. One 
glass is exhibited in the warehouse of the immense mag- 
nitude of 117 inches by 74, and estimated at the price of 
12,139 franks, i. e. £505, 15s. lOd. English. I was glad 
tOrfind that this extensive concern is in the hands of a 
private^ company, and not a royal manufactory. It is 
pleasant in France to meet with any concern of any mag- 
nitude that is not in the hands of Government. 

From the glass manufactory we pursued our route to 
the Maison de Roi, at Charenton, a pensionary hospital 
'for the insane; but we were informed at the gates that 

N 
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nobody could be admitted to see the house but the friends; 
of the pensioners confined there ; and even for them We 
found that the usual hour of visiting was past; as soonr 
however as I told the porter that the Abbe Siccard had 
informed me that this was one of the Institutions I 
ought to see, she asked me if I would wish to speak to 
the director, fo whom I was accordingly conducted. I 
was shewn ihto liis sitting roontj tjiat is to say, into a 
room very neatly fitted up with the bed in the recess 
fornied by two closets on the side farthest from the win- 
dow. Such is the proper place of audieitcc in France 
between a man c^ business and the ladies Or the gentle- 
tneh who may wish to confer with him. The instant I 
made myself known to M. Roulhac, all difficulties va- 
nished. He accompanied rac immediately to the prin- 
cipal overseer, and having given his directions accordf- 
ingly, myself, my sort, Jind (he gfentlemeft under my pro- 
tection, wpre conducted through the Wards, walks, gar- 
dens, and offices of this well-regulated retreat of imbe- 
cility and derangement ; many of the provisions of whicfi, 
especially those for air, exercise, employment, gentleness 
of treatment, and inventions for mitigating the sunering^ 
of necessary confinement, deserve particular attention.-^ 
1 cannot Aerfe describe these circumstances — they would 
lead into inadmissible amplification, nor detail the in- 
teresting and the' agitating scenes we witnessed. One 
thitrg however is too important to be omitted; stripes are 
never Used in this institution, and the unfortunate people 
confined hi it, evidently look upon their keepers rather 
with affection than with fear. The inventions for bathr- 

' ing, especially the chair-bath, ate highly commendable, 
and the locker of wicker-work for the desperate, and the 

,mode of intimidating those who Jbave habits of tearing 
ofi* their clothes may be reckoned among the benevolent 
refinements of coercive humanity.^ At Cbarenton there 
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iBBte of aU descriptions from 6 to 80Q patieagits of both 
sexes, some pf whom are mainjtaiued by a general and 
-Qtheirs by a particula^r provision from the Grove^menX ; 
;and some by private pensions from their friends, of from 
£ to 12Q0 livresy' or more according to their circumstances 
and the degree of Attendance and a^qpommodation re- 
x^uiced. f]aj|;iaticismj politics, and sudden transitions of 
ibrtune seem to be among the principal sources of dc- 
I'angemexiti The j^eeper told us that the revolutioQ that 
had just taken place l^ad turned a great many heads^ au/i 
we met with si greal Aiapy Bourboni;;e^ Emperors wafl 
Empresses. 

The Castle of Vincennes i\cxt diallenged our atteii* 
tion ; |lie Bastile of Napoleon, the chateau, or hunting- 
seat of some of the earlier Kings, the prison of the fa* 
mous Cardinal de Retz. It had become before the Re- 
volution the residence of families, like our Hampton* 
Court at present,, to whom the King, for some reasons 
pf gratitude or kindness, was disposed to assign a gratuit- 
ous habitation. In one of the radial avenues cut through 
the sirrounding woods {or rather coppices, for so near 
to Par^ it is in vain ,to expect jthat a tree should attain 
its forest growth,) stands the monument erected by Char- 
les IX. over the grave of his favourite dog; and in a 
corner of the fosse, without a monument, under a heap 
of rubbish, in the very place where he was shot, lie the 
remains of the unfortunate Duke D'Enghien. The spot 
is visible from the postern bridge, and besides the little 
heap of rubble that covers it* mdicated by the circum- 
stance of one of the little windows in the basement of 
. the fortiification being directly over it . It is remarkable 
that the sentinels have still strict orders to prevent the 
grave of this last of the race of the illustrious Cond6 from 
being pointed out, and to permit no one to stand gaz- 
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ing Upon the spot It is^ supposed that the body is to be 
removed to the royal vault, and in the meanwhile the 
place of his actual interment is wished tobekeptun- 
known^ lest disturbances sliould arise from the curiosity 
or'devotion of the populace. I believe there is no fear 
of this ; for though D'Enghien was by far the most po*- 
pular of the race of Bourbon, I see not the slightest evi- 
dence any where of an enthusiasm in that direction. — 
Paris, indeed, appears to have been a good deal agitated 
by his death : even the military murmured, and the Em- 
press Josephine, who rarely solicited in vain, upon her 
knees mingled unavailing tears &od prayers, for a repeal 
of the inhuman sentence. Buonap^te found it neces- 
sary to sooth the people by justificatory memorials. At 
the gates of Vincennes we had the good fortune to meet 
the Cure, for as such he announced himself to us, or we 
should never have suspected it by his appearance. He 
was dressed indeed in black, but it was the black of the 
court rather than of the church — nothing clerical about 
it; while his neatly powdered head, without mark of ton- 
. sure, his hat under his arm, his nimble but almost mi- 
nuet step, and his courtly suavity of look and deport- 
ment, gave me the best idea of the Pc//^ Maitre of France 
of any thing I have met with in my travels. The French 
lady of our party scrupled not decidedly to give him that 
denomination. But if this be a Petit Maitre^ he must 
not be confounded with an English fop. Perceiving us 
to be English, he greeted us with a compliment to ot^r 
generous nation, professed bis desire of shewing every at- 
tention to the natives of that country, and as the porter 
was not in the way, introduce^ us to the officer on guards 
and undertook himself to be our guide. We walked 
therefore with him to the citadel, or Dongeon Keep, and 
admixed in our way. the outside of the beautiful gothic 
chapel ; the inside we could not secj being full of knifi- 
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tary stores, noither oould all the good offices and acthra . 
exertiom of our Cur^ procure fojc us t^en a sight of the 
DoogQOD ; for the Commandant was out of the way, and 
nobody kise had the power of giving us admission. It 
appears, indeed, that it is very difficult of access; finr thiii 
is also, a depot for military stores. Monsieur Cur4, hown 
ever, poUtdy pfiered to secure us tl|e opportunity bbj 
afternoon that we would then app<»nt9 and wename4 ' 
Thursday, at between five and six o'clock, which we un- 
derstood to be the most favourable time fin* the prosr 
pect, from the top of this hi^h tower^r Havii^ taking 
leave of our Cur^, we returned to Paris and dined, not at 
our apartments, but at our restaurateur's, where, after 

*m 

pleasing our palates with all the variety we wished, our 
bill for seven, wine and waiter included, amonnted to 17 
firanks. We did not often dine quite so economically | 
for finding we could get pretty good champaigne fin: 5 
franks (4s. 2d.) a bottle, &c. we chose to indulge our« 
selves in French luxu^i^ while we could get them a|; 
French prices^^ 



LETTER XVn. 

■ * * 

PariSf Wednesday, August 51, - 

THE whole of this n^orning was oociqiied by my viait$ 
to Dr. Pinel, and the Abb6 Siccard. I jsras much struck 
by the fine phyiuognomy of tl^e former. It is the coun« 
tenance <^ a sage and. philosc^her, grown old in the purr 
auits of science^ and worn (dot wearied) in the labours 
of benevolence. I had brou^t with me a letter of intro- 
duction to him fi^om Dr. Davies, together with tlie £ng-» 
|ish :translfttioA of his valuable work upon insanitjy^ by 
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ttfat mmtorimis pirfsician; and after having explainffd 
to hiM Che niitiire and obgects of my inquiries at Paris, 
he made ah appointment with me to meet liim at the Sal- 
pfeterier at half-past eight the next morning, when he pro- 
ttiin&d to walk over with me himself thi^ part of the esta- 
btifthment in which I was most interested. Dr. P. is ac- 
quainted with tb^ English language, and has translated 
into French the works tof Dr. CuUen; but he docs not 
speak it. With the Abbe Siccard^ Mrs. ■■ " i , and myi- 
seif had a long conference; the Abb6 not only explained 
to us every thing we wished, but wrote down to us what-r 
ever related to the particular organisation and arrange- 
ment of this imtitutioa. We wished after this, to see the 
jMipils at their ordinary lessons; and the Abb^ conducted 
iis to one of the school-roooms where Le Clerc was sur-^ 
rounded by his class. To have seen the deaf and dumb 
teacher instructing his deaf and dumb pupils, would have 
been highly iiitei*esting, and die gratification was com- 
mencing, when an inundation of Cockney vulgarians, 
with the eyes aiid mouths of staring curiosity, and the 
Abbe seeing an audience around him, could not resist 
the temptation of making another display of bis own 
science, and the attainments of this his second, perhaps 
his favourite pupil. I tpck f^ak^^ hpur^ver, to lead hin^ 
to the point upon which I recollected that I had not yet 
aU.the positive infcMrm^tion: I wished, the extent to which 
Doctology was mingled with his system of significant 
signs. I foimd it'to be almost exausively confined to 
'proper names, and his elucidations on their points, were 
dear and satisfactory. From the Inatitution of the 
Deaf and Dumb, we went to the BiUiotheqoe Royal, 
imd had the tnortification of finding that we were five 
Inmutes too late. It shuts at two o'clock ; a circum*- 
staniee which for the first time raidered me sensible of a 
mistdLrl betd ttade in cmloiiiidkig, at theinstaptof inn 
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vitiitk>D, the Royal Libnuy with therLibnury^of the Jn^ 
Btitute ; by means of which Mrs. ■■ i > fuid mjrself iiad lost 
the opportanityo^meeiiiig M. IV Angles and some other 
literary diaracterS) whose acquaintance we should, have 
been happy to cultivate. The efiects of the waters of 
. the Seine coniined me flpr the remainder of the day*- -fii 
die evening, however,.! w^ routed a little by. the medi- 
cinal voice of a friend froiB England, wiiOibroiight me 
letters from my £imily. For the first tipi^ since we.t»nie 
to Paris, we had some tea; which cost infinite tnmbley 
and at last was not good. They know no. more of mak- 
ing tea in France than we do of making coffee ih Eng- 
land : and unless you have the resolution: of a < Buona- 
parte^' they will not let you make it for yoursdifv • > 

Thirs^qjff Segt.lm, 

Eariy as was my appointment with Dn Pkiel, i hadii 
still earlier vi^t to pay to M. Castel,. inspector-General 
of the Univeraty of France. The littje time which the 
health of Sirs. Cajstel, labouring under ■ a grievous 
malady, permitted this gentleman to '^pend in Paris, wHs 
a great disappointment to ine, as I had caloulated much 
upon the pieiasure of hi& society^ Bu t- his country-house 
is at a considerable distance, and hedid not visit Paris 
till neaiiy three wedcs after my arrival, ^and then only 
for a few days for the dispatch of inevitable.business ; so 
that our intercourse was but little. ^ M. Castel, like most 
erf* the French literati, is an amatemr €>f the -arts, and has 
some beautiful pictures^ originals of .the best masters, 
and while he was shewing and explaining these the time 
flew so imperceptibly that wo had like to have been too 
iate for the Salp^terier. Fc^rtunately, howler, ihou^ 
it was. nine o'dock, Dr. Find, had not Idt the hospital^ 
but we jbad neariy misi^ him through the officiousness 
of the women that ohdertodc to be our guides, «nd by 
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leitdihgus one this wbyidtuit ahother that, w^6d another 
teti mimtteg of ouptime. At lengthy how-ever, we met 
the Doctor retuniing from the Tery wards we waited to 
•eei; and he pditeljr turned back and walked over every 
part ofthiB tviiU-regoIated establishnient with a$ ; that is 
fK> saj, with iny son and me^ for sudh sights are deemed 
unfit for the nerves of ladies, and Mrs. -— ^ found more 
'Agxteeable amusement in die library -or museum among 
the plaister of Paris ma^s that had b6en taken from a 
;||reat number of these' unfortunate people, and in theiti- 
teUigentcoDversation^ofDh Esquirol, one of the Assist- 
ant Pliysicians; •Hbe 'separate wards assigned lo the dif^ 
foentdeseriptiohs oftheihsane, the garden-walks and 
court-yards feriiirtad eic^cise, the^ separation of thepar-^ 
tially and the more completely convalescent, the distinct 
apartmehts'fbr the scite, the care taken to find proper em- 
s^ofrkeiktib^ all that are capable of any occupation, active 
iOrsedentary ; inishbrt, illlthat I saw, convinced mb at 
'^once.bbth of the philanthropy and the profound good sense 
ef the conductor. In one rOOm in particular, we saw one 
«f the convalescents, sitting inr the midst of a circle, work- 
k^ beradf. and dirfcting the operations of all, and 
•kecpii^ their atteMioQ ^atid her owa engaged upon 
thd w»rk they irere proaecuting. The sight was highly 
interesting:: the overseer. hersdf was rather handsome; 
her fine quick eye not quite mibducd of all its wildness, 
revealed a consciousness />€ retoming tranquiility, and an 
eflEbrt of more regalated. will: she complained compas- 
tSionately- of making but liitle progress with one of her 
'aempatressesywho ^ipearedinore mdaneholy than, the 
rest. In tf ward, Temote^fromilhis, we saw • several df 
-'ihe more deiperataly raving'^ inaheir^ straight waistcoats 
dUSii to ipoh hm On the 4UUide^ lof ihcfr (sdls. One 
^oftn^gfrl, ittif^cni^r, ofhboaia^^rta (ahealtliy 
IbobingfiifliMii^ rastie), ^ahd Juld'^been ^h^iten.mad by the 
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€!o8HMk% was rmmg aad ^tamfMng at a mo«l terrible 
rate. Mo utripes or Uows, or a99<oidabl9 Beverities, are. 
itolevaied in the system of Dr. Pinel; and the filial af-^ 
feetion "widi which he is obnously rc^purded by die caa^ 
veieMcmaftf speaks demcHMtrably in &yottr of his succegs* 
liil humanity. I ialked both to Pr. Pinel and Dr« 
£sqairal of the plans of our great philanthropist Jeremy 
fientham, the Bill that was latdy brought before Par- 
liament by Mr. Rose, and other efforts at presemtmakiag 
for the reform of mad4iQuses, and other places of con- 
finement in England. They both seemed much in- 
terested, and politely promised to answer any enquiries 
I mi^t addi*ess to them in furtherance of such philan- 
thrc^ic dteip2». In one ra^>ect> { was ^^ to hay^ a 
prejudice removed fi;om my mind throu^ the medium. 
/ of this conyersatioa*: fi*om partieular instancoi^ I had. 
been indaced to suspect that abberations of the uader-. 
standing fircquesitly originated in the heart; iDr» P.'s, 
more extensive ob^eryatioo leads him to »q J^pch coi^^^ 
chAsion: he finds the best and most amiable of th^ir. 
fpefies ai least equally liable to this tenuble piaiady, ^nj 
told some imfeerei^^ anecdol^s ji:i coafirmatioa cf bia 

OpilUQB, 

On my return &om the Salp^erier, «arly as it was in 
the day, I fclt a constitutional call for wine; and as I 
have no habits that can be mistaken for such cidls, I' 
obey them when thej Occur. The state of my healthy' 
however, from jlie operation of the waters of the Seine, 
Tendered the flavour of ordinary wine unpalatable, my 
frame sympathised witli th'e^ first taste, and warned me 
from the cup. J asked for a bottle of good old Bargundy, 
/ind told (he servant I wantcd.it to correct the state of 
my stomach. She understood me, and soon brought not 
Burgundy, but Allcant. I found it an excellent oofi- 
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dial, and by the 'temperate and catitious use of it, brought 
the system to its right tone again. It is certainly the 
fdeasantest tnedidne I ever met with ; but let the tra- 
veller who undertakes to be his own doctor in such casesy 
Hot forget that it is a medicine, and, as such, < to be used 
sparingly. 4 



LETTER XVIL 

PariSy September 1. 

AS I wished to make some further inquiries relatira 
to the establishment at Charenton, and alto to preset a 
couple of books to M* Roulhac Dumaupas, the Directoiv 
as a memorial of his civilities, we made Charenton in 
6\xr way to Vincennes. Mr. R. who had called upon us 
on Wednesday evening, joined our party on this beea-' 
«ion, and he and the yoiin^ men took the shorter way 
on foot, and met us by the wood side. Having dined 
at a Restaurateur's facing the castle, we called upon our 
Cur6 and were shewn into a little parlour (where the 
Commandant and a military gentleman were waiting for 
us) by a female, whoih by appearance, not particularly 
tidy, I supposed to be the servant maid : I was therefore 
net a little surprised at the peremony with which my 
friend R. le madamed her, as she took her plain-work 
in her hand, and declin^ taking his chair till she was 
seated. 3ut R. is a trayelled pian, and knows by in- 
dications, not perceptible J;^ the uninitiated, the mistress 
of the house at a Cat|iolic Cure's, a§ well as at a Pro* 
testant Vicar's. Ihe CurS presently appeared with his 
hat under his arm, and every thing in perfect order ; he 
lamented that we were ratlier later than our appointment, 
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and we had* retscm to lament it: for by thep we had 
dimbed to the top of the formidaljile Doojobn, the sun 
was rather too low for the foil enjoymotit of the e&tensive 
acttie it commands. The landscape had lost its glow, 
and the tints were rather sombre. The bird's eye yiew 
of Paris, and the surrounding country, were howoTer 
a rich reward for the toil of the ascent : but fine as it^ 
I suspect that in the eyes (^ those prisoners who for 
months together knew no other walk than a two hours 
pavade round this contracted and lofty terrace, its charms 
would quickly fade^ and what to us was variety, to them 
would become dull monotony. We examined the 
prison rooms in our ascent. They are gloomy and con- 
tracted, cells circular in their form, comparatively loAy^ 
.with one small grated window in each, too high firam 
the . floor to be looked through, and unpracticable to 
be climbed. I could not but recollect and compare • 

• : Happy Eng« 

land ! said I, after all, though thy laws be not fiiultless^ 
nor their administration always pure^ of all the spotted 
kind, thou art perhaps least blemished ; and thy y^ 
tyranny is mercy in comparison with a military despotism* 
Here, among others, were confined the refractory 
Clergy, who refiised to acknowledge Buonaparte to be 
Fope as well as Emperor ; or in other words, to receive 
an Archbishop, not accq)ted by the Pohtiffl Napoleon^ 
on this occasion, as was his custom, when much ir- 
ritated, let loose his fury in inapplicable terms bf general 
abuse, and called the Clergy poltroons and cowards. 
** Irhey can be no cowards, (replied* the Bishop of 
Tours, with great dignity), who dare to oppose you :" 
for which, with bis colleagues, he was committed to 
Vin^ennes. 
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The )m0Dner» in dm Cflrtfe jbiew tiotbiDg of what liadi 
iiuippetiad «t P«iis tiildl was lettled; nor kadldiejr diere 
tar MDom time say odicr inlMiatien of the oei¥:cevQ]udoii: 
lluit bad tdken place^ than dtediieoiKerj that tbeir doors 
mere dirown open, md left m^ttarded; a di^cov^ 
wfaich at first oaiy planned ifaenu They smienberod 
<die massacres of the 8d and 5d of Septeidbery and 
dreaded a similar liber^. • The governor of dMscastfe' 
iaai been summooed by dbe AUiss Ittfose tfaejr catered 
Paris, =but iwscdired^ defbnd kio the last extreuky.^ 
We iBqiared how koig Hhe oastk could fa»re Md out ; 
^>aga]iMt a French army^'' said the cosimandaat^ '< Somt 
«» fi?e days^ i^wst ihe Allies tcai dafs or a Ssatw^U^ 
The Allies foond the sfaorlest way into Vinceimfiis waa 
tbrough tbe gates of Parts^ 

We retuimed to our restaurateiu^, took leaye of tbe 
obliging CurJ^ drank some coffee, settled our bill, an£| 
departed for Paris — the ladies and our young pardon i^ 
the voii^^r^y the rest of ys on foot, discussing meU^ysica 
and politicfifi criticising .polite arts, and comparing the 
manners and customs of nations. We bad repassed tbe 
barrier^ and got more than b^lf of tb^e way home, when 
happening, to put m^ hand in my pocket I missed mj 
purse, wl»eb I recollected pi^bt to ix)ntain nineteen 
Napoleons d'or^ an Englisb guinea, and a five-&ank 
piece. I recollected having taken it out to settle the bill, 
;and I re<;p}leGted dividini^ tbe account with a pencil to 
shew K — his proportion of the ^penee, and I knew 
that since that moment we had been in no place, an(| 
among no persons where it could have been lost. I r^ 
collected also the candle having been taken up suddenly 
and the company hurrying out of ihe room, while t 
was yet returning my pencil and pocket-book to my 
pocket : and the condusion was^ that I must have left my 
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parse tq)oii iJie toble. We taraed back tbarefiMce uxubm- 
dutely^ aad having dearly separate in our oiiod^aff upon 
fttch occasioofi in parucular, persons Aould^i^jsyAiUike 
care to 4o^ our difttinct recoUections firoin onr coii^tiu':^ 
9ere&Qoied our metaphysial &c. till v^caxoe insij^x^ 
VtBoeones ; wheoi deiiexmimng to go &nt io the Curet 
who would best kaow the character of his padsbianecSf 
and consequently the conrse to be pumieds we divided* 
and ieara^ the two yoiu^ sien to wait for us, wiHw 
jijght of the pr emuesy fi, and myself went in quest of the 
l>sr8oiii^ge^honse» which by the hdp of the moon au4 
aane enquiry we at last discoviered* AU was .quiet. We 
juit .touched the beil» however^ -to be sure whether the 
£imily wiere in bed. A female voice greeted us &Qm 
Ae lightest wiiMlow. *^ If the Cur^ wert& not xetired tp 
jpoUt we would he glad to speak with hiniy .but if he waf 
we would not disturb him*^ — *^Ah we were the Messieurs 
^rasigersl" she disappeared immediately^ and after 
aomelktle limn^ alower window qpenad, and the Guz^ 
£rom Jm bed appeared; with an apology in a soft voicn^ 
that nevertheless smote 4is as a ^soao^daint. ^^ He had 
mot e£focted the fdeanii^e of seeing us again, and havin^^ 
ft)0en mneh fatigued in the course ^ the day, he had 
^oneto Jiis nepose." We menti<Mied slightly the cir* 
cumsta&ces that had occurred, hut said as he was un- 
dressed, we would not fisrther larouble him; and wece 
mdaokg our bow to depart. But the mention of the 

imrse changed his whole maimer in an Instant. i 

i* Ah ! a punie I how much was ihere in it ?" " Nineteen 
JffapoleoAs, an English guinea and a five frank piece.' 
^< Ahl that is a^onsid^able sum i ' Arrette Messrs. V 
He disappeared k<m the window and we heard him 
striking a light. He took time enough to adjust lu$ 
dress in complete ordar, but when he appeared it w^s 
with aU the fraidoness wd alacriQr of a man who feels a 
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pledsare and a duty mrited in the same act The init 
was by this time also quiet, and our two sentinels were 
' at their posts. He rung; the servant girl appeared at 
the upper windows. The C\ir6 ihfbfmcd her he must 
q>eak to her mistress directly. ^* Ah ! Monsiear le 
Cur6/* said the girl with a cheerful voice, and the 
window closed immediately. As our guide was of opi* 
fiion that there Was no occasion to make a bustle and 
alarm, it was agreed that I alone should enter the house 
with him, and the rest remain without. But the land- 
lady and her servant anticipated our separation, for the 
door instantly opened, and presented to us (for each had 
a candle in her hand) two as happy fdces as conscious in- 
tegrity and the opportunity of demonstrating it ever be- 
stowed upon unlettered simplicity* In short, they gave 
lis instantly to understand that Uiey knew our business* 
The girl had found the purse under one of the napkins^ 
and had given it to h^ mistress, who had put it care^ 
fully by till she could see the Curd in the morning, it 
was fetched in an instant, and evidaitly given up with 
quite as much pleasure as it was received. I counted 
before them my nineteai Napoleons and my guinea, and 
putting tlie five firank piece into the girl's hand, called 
here a good girl, and told her it was to the honour of 
France. ^* Ah, Mmisieur P said the Curd proudly, 
*< it is a brave girl ! but I am sure you could not have 
found a Restaurateur's in my whole parish,'' (and it 
is an extensive one) ** that would not have acted in the 
same way." The girl was at once delighted and surprised 
at the acknowledgment I made for her integrity. It was 
evident she had looked for no reward but the satisfaction 
of doing her duty. . ' We thought ourselves amply reward^ 
ed for the additional trouble o( our walk by the dis- 
covery of such traits of character ; and the deportment 
of the Curd . altogether, his honest exultation in the 
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sknple integrity of his parishionersy and the hearty 
shake of the hand with which he parted from 11% con- 
vinced ua that we ought not to be sony that we had \ 
cidled himpnt of his bec}^ to accompany us on this o&» 
casion. If this be^the French petit maitre^ I would 
willingiy exchange for him the bnck^ the macaroniy the 
four in hand jodcey^ and the Bond*street lounger, that 
Imve successively adorned the annals of Srifish fc^pery* 



LETTER XVIU. 

(I 

I spent the greater part of dhis day^ except what I de-t 
voted to the Bibliotheque of the Institute, to myjoumal^ 
which! had su&red to run into the frightful arrear of a 
fortnight, with a few notes only, so brief and so imperfect^ 
that. I felt the danger of their becoming unintelligible.— 
\Vhosoetver would keep a journal to die best advantage^ 
should make short notes of every jthing on the spot, and 
devote an hour or an hour and half p( every morning, 
before he begins the business of the day, to the tran- 
scription of the brief hints thus collected; the latter part 
of this ought to hf i^o'hardship upon me, who generally 
rise at SIX, while my companions lie sleeping till half 
after eight — some (^ them, if left to themselves, would 
lie till ten or eleven — but I can do nothing regularly un« 
less I make it actually a business and a duty ; and if I 
had not (before I left London) bound myself by a pro- 
mise that I could not in conscience break, I feel (as in* 
deed I knew beforehand) that I should have kept no 
journal at all. In the evening we went to the French 
(^era^ to Hear CEdipiis at Colony and see the celebrated 
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irftd iml^ed exquisite baO^— Ach^es in Epixtts. The 
opera was good fixr nothings as we bad only doubles ia 
the prii»ci{»l ckaracters — (N« B* do^blea Me 4ecoml«ry 
performers^ who aara a «ort of deputies for the principal ; 
09cty character being dontxle cast. Tjbese I bcdieve are 
seldom or imrer minted— you haveaU jfirsts or idl secojod 
rate performers in the principal characterftal leasts at all 
the prmeipal tbealres;) bul; the hiiki, whether as a spec*^ 
tacle or as ^n exhibition of aU the characteristic varie- 
ties of dance^ is all that caa^ be imagined. Of the sce- 
nery and machinery of the Parisian theatres I have al- 
re^y said muc^bal not too much; every exhil^itioit in^* 
creases my admiration of this par^ of theij: dramatic de^ 
corura. If .die nobler workB of architecture and paint* 
ing in Pa;ns liave sometimes too |n;uch of the ^ir of the* 
<2^ie scenery^ or ore disgniccd faj Jittle iodeoarunia that 
ivaar the greet ^fapl^ tbeir diealsric defioic^doaHf mi ahm- 
€i6ntniff, ham an air of tealHjt sod ap incxxigniily ia^ 
flfoacct^ to be 4iiurwcreid. • As tfift'kdiea 4id not accom^ 
pmy ttfi thia eveningy we weat into iIm pk, tiuit we migfal 
see aomedimg of the imuiDcn of that pi^rjt of the bouse, 
^lafaere met^ idone ev«r l3^ink afjgojaagf 

Here we saw at least a lit^fs pf the mani^gement of tho 
Police in what relates to ^he applause of the Theati-e,— - 
We happened to be seajteji betwea^. three or four ilk 
looking fellows who were leaders o( the chorijs. The 
music no sooner be^an to play than they called out fc^ 
Henry duart^ which was echoed by groupes apparesitly 
of like numbers in two other parts of the pit» and three 
or four other parts of the th^tre ( a |ood many of tb0 
nudience, thouj^ with less vociferation, joined in the caU» 
and the tune was played. At every frvourite turn the ap- 
plause begin a^n from the same cpiarters, and in the same 
garters was always overpoweriogly more loud than that 
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of sncli part of the audience who joiaod; ev^ than that 
oftlie Eiiglishj who arc gcaerally much louder in their 
applause than the Freuch. The same management was 
preserved throughout with the same partial ejfect when- 
ever any sentiment couid be laid hold of that could be 
translated into aii allusion favourable to the Royal Fa- 
mily; and wheu the Opera was over, the chief of the 
applaudcrs (without waiting for the ballet, which was 
»ure of applause enough without prompting) buckled on 
his wooden-leg, which had been lying under the tbrm, 
and departed with his confederates. I suppose there had 
been more than usual activity for eclat lliis evening, for 
the Duchess of Angouleme was expected, but she never 
appeared. It is to the Mass, not to the Theatre, people 
must go who wish to sec the Royal Family. Sonne of 
the suite of the King occupied the roj'aj box at the latter 
part of the performance ; but none of the Princes. 

I Satuiday, Sept. S. 

' I gave my morning again to my journal, except what I 
devoted to lounging about book-stalls and print-shops, 
and an liour or two to the Louvre. In the evening we 
went to the Theatre Fran^oise, to see Mademoiselle 
George in Voltaire's Merope. She reminded ub of Mrs. 

I ^iddons in size and iigure, but she has not so fine a the- 
atrical face; her features are not large enough for her 
form, which is indeed larger than that of Mrs. Siddons, 
))ut in excellent symmetry ; her arm in particular is the 
very model of beauty. She is a very fine actress, but 
not equal to Madame Duchenois, and has the general 
defect of French theatrical declamation (the tragedy 
pump} more than any other of the first-rate performers 
I have heard. The tragedy oi Merope is well calculated 
to draw forth the political feelings of the time, and se- 
reral passages — 
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LVmpire est a mon fits ; perisse la maratre, 

Perisse le cffiar dur, de soi meme idolatre, &c.-^Merop. 

» • 

Tu tieiu le fils des dieux, eochaioe devant toi, 

L^heritier de Cresyhodte, et ton niaitre et ton roi.— Merop.' 

H'Mrcule, ainsi que moi, commenca sa carriere ; 

ll'sentit rinfortune, en ou\ rant la paiiplere, 

£( les dieux Tout ruudnit a PimmovtaHte, 

Poor avoir I comme moi, vaincQ Tad vec»ite.~-£Gi8TE» 

^ere received in a way that I could have thought highly 
auspicious; if I had not have been in the pit the night 
before, and seen the management. The applause, how- 
ever, given to these and some other pass^es was evi-* 
dently much more general than those extorted on the 
former night. The performer managed well in pausing ' 
where he did in the l^t of these, for the ensuing line 



SM me tmnsmisisou sang, jVn aurai le courage,. 



there was ^ chilling murmur that shewed what sacrificed 

Frenchmen are still disposec^ to make for military glojy* 

But a feeling much more general thaq had been call^ 

forth by any previous passage was excited, when E^is^' 

ters exclaimed, " Quoi ! tout vous adandonpe V* and * 
Mei'one replied 

I) est enviroone de la foule infidelle, 

pes memos courtfsans que jai tus autrefois 

S^empres$ a ma suite, et ramper sous mes loia^ 

A French audience seems to have a very marked way ' 
of discriminating whether its applause be bestowed upon 
the actor or the seqtipnent ; when they would mark a - 
local application, or give a political turn to apy p^ssage^ . 
their clapping is attended with pheering^ or suppressed 
and half-murmured shouts-^not loud, but v^ry expres- 
sive; and this rang oii the present o(:ca8ion thi*ough the 
whole house, the best boxes alone excepted? This con- 
iscience of difference of sentiment, however, as far^as I 
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can see, is accompanied by no ill-humour^ either in the 
theatre or elsewher.e. Among the. deputies and military 
men, &c. whom we used to meet at the table d^hote^ it 
was evident that these.differences existed, and were some- 
times expresseil with the effervescence of the moment ; 
but with no appearances of animosity. For the pi«sent» 
at least, they seem to be tired of quarrdling about poli- 
tics; and if I may be permitted to judge from what has 
casually passed before me, (for my particular intercourses 
'- have been only with scientific men and upon subjects of 
** science) they have at present no feeling sufficiently de- 
fined to be the ground of animosity. The military (those 
alone excepted who have already got what they can expect, 
and tirould therefore have leisure to enjoy it) love, it may 
be true, nothing but war and plunder, and Napoleon is 
still their idol ; but the people are tired of conscription, 
and privaitions; they hate Buonaparte, yet reverence 
while the hate; they submit to the Bourbons because 
they had no other way of escaping from the military 
oppression whose splendour they yet regret* 

After the tragedy we were amused for a quarter of an 
hour by a little comedy of one act, Le Babillard^ in which 
one Gentleman fairly talks down six ladies, who, one by 
one, quit the room where he is diattering, from the uttier 
impossibility of edging in a single word, and leave him 
at last to babble tohimseI£ — There is an ease and vi- 
vacity in the comic representations of the French The- 
atre, that I should be glad to see superseding in England 
that gross and heavy buffoonery which is suffered upon 
our Theatres RoyaL From hence we went to the Cc^e 
des miles Colons, to sec the beautiful Limortaditre s and 

. for fear of consequences, we cooled our admiration with 
a glass of ice. — Uere^ as at t\m Theatre^ we saw abund- 

. ance of English— not quite of as high fashion as we used 

• to see when we first came hit]^er. 



^ . . 
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leWer xrx. 

Paris, Sunday f Sept i^ 

ALMOST" all our party went to see the Royal Fa- 
mily go to mass, and then went themselves to the Pro- 
testant Church. I was mueh entertained by the de- 
scription oui* Rouen lady gave o£ the appearance and 
deportment of the King, and the comparisons she drew 
between the Court and carriage of Louis and of Napo- 
leon. The latler, it skonjtd seem, from all I can recol- 
lect, when not thrown off hi» guard by some sudden 
ruffling of his irritable temper, knew well how to act the 
majesty of his station with that impo»ng mixtujre of 
state and a&bility which never^fuk of effect any where, 
but whichr in France, in particular, has an irresistable 
eharm. He was, however, fiir from being poUte in pri- 
vate circles — where the rapidity and impatience •f his 
manner marred every attention. He had,^ in common 
with some other Royal personages, the habit of hurrj^-^. 
hi^ from question to qjaestion, without- listening to the 
answer ; and once having asked a young lady how long 
she had been married, while she was yet answering that 
she was not married at all, he blundered a second quesv 
tion upon her^— hew many f children she had? Still, 
however, his state and splendour are regretted by those 
even who hate him with all the smarting remembrances^^ 
^personal wrong and jmfferii]^* There was much in 
him that wa» particularly calculated to captivate the 
French nation ; and if he could have tempered his am- 
bition with one grain of moderation, his throne had been- 
secure. It will be weU also fiar the Bourbons, if tbey 
can learn they iijgnfi and A^fcetsary matims of ibe times, 
and not listen merely to the prcMaptings of hereditary 
feeling. Th<7 need to win' the love and confidence of 




Hit pcp\e : there is very little of blind veneration among 
them. Their strong bias lowards the Priesthood is not 
in their favour. Not many weeks ago, it is said, tlio 
King was walking in the gardens of t)ie ThuiUcries be- 
tween two Priests, when the people shouted out repeat- 
edly and londly, f^ive le Roi ! abas le lonswe ! Tlie 
King prudently yielded to the sentiment, returned to tlie 
Palace, left tlie Priests behind him, and came forth again 

twiti* ohe of hJs Marshals, when the air imraediaidy re- 
"sounded with acclamationx. 
At two o'clock I went to the Lonvre, and amuset! 
myself among the statues till four, when 1 walked with 
'the young men into the square of the palace, where we 
'saw several groups of the very lowest of the mlgaras-' 
scmbled aroiuid quacks and buffoons of the lowest de- 
scription, with farthing puppet-shews rind shews of wild- 
beasts, dancing- monkeys, and men still more monkeyish^ 
capering and jabbering to the sounds of horns and fid- 
dles. In short the very lowest biiftbonery of Bartholomew 
fair were princely decorum in comparison with wliat we 
' witnessed Sunday noon in the square of tlie apiendid pa- 
lace of the Louvre. One of the buffoons was indeed 
tr.-msccndent in his vocation; for esqiressive variety of 
grimance, the rival of Grimaldi himself. With his c6p- 
per complexion, his large and flexion featDrea, his daunt- 
less ej-e, and his immense wig of grey horse-hair, to the 
front of wliich, by a short string, was fixed the brtfiid 
end of a trumpet, so contrived os to enable him to fit the 
other end into his mouth, and play at once the trumpet 
and the fiddle, he looked like a being of another regtbn, 
fit to make pastime in the infernal n^ons, orplay (he 
bagpipes atadance of Wharlocks. Sometimes his trum- 
■ pet gave way to his song or his dialogue, which he ex- 
' ecuted in a style that would draw an audience to iSadier'a 
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Wells, if Mr. Hi^rria shouldi not think him more worthy 

of being transplanted . to Covent^^Garden) or introduced 

.. into the next alteration of the Tempest^ instead of Shake* 

. spear's Ca/fdon. But what amused me most, was the 

lurking expression occasionally discoverable; through all 

. his buffoon^^ of contempt for his audience, and con- 

. Bciottsness of his own superiority. That this man is 

among the blackest of the blackguards of Paris, I have 

po doubt; that he has had capabilities which a better 

state of society, and a more favoiu*able circumstance might 

have developed to better purposes, is not to me less 

obvious* 

In the eveninsT we walked into the Jardin. de Prince 
and Jardin Turk, both upon the Boulevards of the Tern- 

. |>le« The last of these is a very curious 'Specimen ,of 
ceconomy of space. How in such a little sqt^re spot such 
a numl^ier and variety of walks, arbours, grottos, mosques, 
and pavilions, could have been possibly contrived, or 

-. such a multitude of coffee drinkers, punch drinkers, ice 
eaters, and fire eaters, {I allude to the little bowls of 

. burning brandy that seem to be in much request here) 
could possibly have been accommodated, nobody who 
has not seen can^oonceive : a great part of this company,^ 
however, was English ; vulgar Engiisfa, who talked big 
and loud, in the phrasedogy of Eastcheap, . and while 
they endeavoured to shew their consequence and play 
vny lor Amglaise^ could not help, letting out something 
or other that would guide an adept (o the identical shop* 
counter in Aldgate or Lombard-street, where three 
weeks hence they may. be met with. We had also the 
curiosity to look into one of the lowest of their Sunday 
theatres, and that.we might .see. the very lowest of ;it 
went into the very worst seats^ where we paid four sous, 
w two English pence a pieces to see a woman beat a dri^ 
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9s flhe ftood on one foot on a slack rope, to hear another 
who was as ugly as sin, sing as wretched a song as ever 
was heard dt a booth in a country fair, and to see a pan« 
tomime, in which there was neither jump, trick, nor, 
machinery. In our return home through the Rue Tern* 
pic, we passed one of the numerous proofs .that the re- 
cent improy clients of Paris have not been confined to 
the re-edifying of old and the projection of new palaces; 
a noble and unfinished market-place* 

Monday^ SepL 5« 

After spending two or three hours in the Louvre, and 
talking with as many acquaintance there as if I had been ' 
lounging at the Exhibition in Somerset-house, we went ' 
a large party of us to David's, to whon^ I had an intro- * 
d action fi*om Mr* Cartel, to see his great picture of Leo- ' 
nidas ; a performance that, like many other of David's, 
has great merits and striking beauties ; but it is not un* ' 
l)lemished by his usual defects. The blind veteran, who - 
i»*'coming to claim his share in the honour of self dero- * 
tion, is theatrical rather than epic, and the figure at the 
feet of Leonidas tying on his sandal (the most unmean- ' 
iiig figurein* the piece, and yet one of the most intrusive) - 
is, in more senses than one, a blemish in the picture; the ' 
nakedness of the other figures is managed with somede- * 
Ircacy ; pains seem to have been taken 'w9ch''this to mdce * 
it indecent. There is also too much nak^tesi in this - 
picture-^too ostentatious a di^lay of the -human ^ 
figure: some degree of license in dispendng with the 
customary investment of drapery is perhaps to be- eon- ' 
^ ceded to the painter, and a Spartan subject perhaps 
gives as much latitude as most, butaglare of nudity in 
^ multitudinous group is offensive to the eye of taste and 
delicacy ; and in the former respect the offence is not 
^^imiiiishe4 by i^ haying the appearance (so common ia 



%h^ piu^in^ of tbejnejy Froocb scbooj) of .fle^ht.c<>loiu:$^ 
majclde ^tber. tbaa of r^al flesb*^ Th^re ar^ bo^nr^vf^r;, 
^tqmogfi^ellepjcminth^ picture* The counte?, 

nauAe, aQ|l figure of Leoiii|da3, ia. the very mpmentr 
of delibf^rate decision, with all the, calm epthusiasm of 
iclf*deyqtia];i ^ in tbe eye; and attityd^^ if ^ ^^^^ P?r^^% 
catJo^ ptthe, naq^al ?ul)liinie^ The two imjaj^jufe. pwtc. 
ings. of NaBpJfpn cfw^g.tbfEwpf^ Josephine^ an(|.. 
the distribution of theJElagles^ as hij^prica^ recces ai}i^ 
assemblages of portraits, are invaluable, even as a pic7 
ture; the fbrmer lias great merit. Tbe countenance of 
Nfy^Qleon b^init^idl tJbat his adffiu^^r^ )ifiyp.at(rib|)te4 

tQ, him , pf imellectji^ e^fifflOF. ^p4 <I^W?mtf4 wpt H. 
itbq midst of fhis^r^pup-pf real pgr^onages a fapgr, ppji- 
jtr^j; is intfp^uced-^. clerical. ha}>\t with th^. bust of 

!4^^ reeeffiUaHf^johsgnreA tl^, Bruju?. ^.not loo|f. 
?vij^aj.^Q?f%yf^a%qrfeup^t^^ NosAii, 

D^yj^, be is IpoUng fqr a dag^i; t$) sta|>j|)iin. Tbe^inr: 
ti3^^iojgL:pCsijp^.a fig»jr% ^Hhi SMfib » io9k, in su^bA. 
pfefscj apd aMij^ a.timjB^ i% ^^aqidJiwy. Hft^ did it . 
cS8HSfei% P^f^«^a.^yp-^^ Thfptbe^ 

pifpt^g. is ag^sfF^ Mfi^ JP4 ^m^^ »9gl^ <».. <»S&«qi». 
of batppiSf , flafert#^ aft4: W^F^'b«?p^ ofrB)i}^ti»y h^jtj 
andui#3^ifWi<^,UH8^,^^i S^,thing% hpiw^v^ 

iQ, Fr^ncfs «,i»yi# .aft ia Egj^ftnA. ha^p tl^ atoir?i;ei.-r 
A hpu^ pf^ Ip^iin it§ rphe% a thiPijg of ol5i?^|i a)t. a 
r§?fiwy» an. ii^ i^talla|;ju^ or a lqj[d;m,ayqr-s sh^\y, d^H|;h(. 
bf9^ the,.gi^ vul««r apd tlv3. sn^ wUb wj^w wfj^r^ 
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LETTER XX. , 

Parisj Tuesday^ Sejot. 6. 

We visited the Abbey Church of St. Grermans, wlikh 
: for antiqtiariaU curiosity, if not for beauty, deserves some 
attention; This is one of the several churches in Paris 
jhat would demonstrate, if at this time it wanted -de- 
monstration^ that the true old massive Gothic, or as 
we sometimes call it, the Saxon architecture, is no other 
than a debased and clumsy imitation of the Roman.^ — 
We have here in tlieless dumsy shaft, the comparatively 
lofty arch, the half barbarised capital, and the mix- 
ture of GbthijC or Bizare, with attic ornament ; the link 
of die historic -chain, which in England is wanting. — 
i>Vom thence we {iroceeded again to St. Sulpice: and 
as a whole, admired it more than at first. In 'some of 
the detail of the ahar piece, I find my ioxxoet^ accjDiuit 
defective. The opening behind the altar is guarded on 
each side by four Corinthian pillars of greyish-green 
marble, with gilded 'capitals ^nd architrave. The recess 
of the altar is an oval, and its oval dome, which has a 
snail sky light iti the centre, is painted all round with a 
representation of the ascension of the Saints in their gra- 
dations and hierarchies. This oval recess has also two 
windows : and the effect, at present so fine, would un- 
^doubtedly be heightened if these were of painted glass. 
It is also a pity that the transparent glory in the frontk- 
piece of the fine opening behind the altar were not of 
stained glass instead of painted canvas ; a little hole iii 
this canvas that lets a twinklins: of white light throu<rh 
tlie oriency of >this mystic radiance, may be recorded 
amoQg the petty incongruities that so often mar Parisian 
splendour. The repairs and alterations at St. Sulpice 

2 • 
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have never been completed ; and the two towers at th^ 
c^posite ext^mities of the principal front, do not cor- 
respond. 

From St. Sulpice we went to the Catacombs, an im« 
nense excavated quarry that undermines a large por* 
tion of that very city it has furnished the materials for 
building. But for a black line smoked along the roof 
to mark the principal route, these vaults would be an 
inextricable labyrinth, and woeful might be the destiny 
of any person who should .separate himself from his com- 
pany, and venture into untried paths. In the depth of 
this subterranean abode is a well, with some gold fish, 
whose eye& must have a very extraordinary degree of sen- 
sibility, if they are organs of any utility to them in this 
place. But the most curious part of the contents of 
these vaults are the immense piles of bones which of late 
years have been removed from all tlie church-yards and 
burial-places of Paris : the bones of several millions bf 
people are here piled in great, and sometimes even or- 
namental order, and inscriptions in French and Latin 
are interspersed on cenotaphs and tablets. The gaity of 
our young people shocked, I believe, the superstition of 
our guide ; but why youth should not be gay amid the 
ashes of long-perished ancestry, I know not. To a well- 
constituted mind such a sight has nothing to inq)ire me- 
lancholy or terror. The prospect of that which has hap- 
pened to so many millions ceases to appear formidable ; 
and as for the departed, shall we mourn' for them, who 
for years or for centuries have ceased to mourn. Recent 

mortality, indeed, has its associations that challenge the 
; emotions of the heart— the remembrances of our own 

. blighted enjoyments — the sufferings of surviving friends; 

but for the decease of departed ages, Horace in his 

cups, and the Hermit in his cell, may moralize with equal 
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piety, but not perhaps with equal rationality. One in- 
scription indeed awakened emotion-— it pointed out the 
bones of the victims of the 2d and Sd of September, 
those days which brought a stain upon the name that 
*Was fatal to the cause of liberty. 

The Church of St. Jaques de pas Haut» though sim* 
pie, is worth a passing glance, within, I mean. Its pillars 
and arches are Romo-gothico ; those at the upper end 
have been painted green. At the Military Hospital of 
Val de Grasse, we looked into the church or chapel— a 
beautiful structure of the Corinthian order, now converted 
into a warehouse and workshop. The altar, or rather 
the pavilion, under which the altar used to stand, is an 
incongruity of the last order of architectural foppery r 
zig^g pillars, with a profusion of fluting wreathing, and 
other ornaments, and crowned with florid capitals of gold^ 
support a gorgeous display ofgold^i architecture, &c. 
and proclaiin the bad taste of the embellisher. It is 
worthy of remark, that these pillars of beautiful grey 
marble, are each of them hewn or wrought without junc- 
ture, from a single blocks 

We visited again the Pantheon, to the top of whicb^' 
^ven to the lanthron, though that is forbidden because it 
is under repair, we ascended for another, and a better 
bird's-eye view of Paris. It is a toil that will repay the 
traveller, as it not only presents the best panomaira of 
Paris, but the surrounding country, and beautiful mean- 
ders of the Seine. In our ascent we discovered the 
cause of the irregularity I befoi^e noticed in the roofs 
of the side isles; the foundations have sunk a little under 
the pillars, &c. that support the dome, and the architrave^ 
&c. has in consequence declined from the horizontal 
plane. The Garden of Plants, and the Menagerie, in 
which there is a very large living collection of beasts 
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and birds, particularly some fine (lromod^ioe% aud a very 
largfi elephant^ claimed our attention till it waa time to 
return borne and dress £br dinner. . At home we found 
the card of our long expected friend I>* from whose so*^ 
ciety, especially in walking over the Louvre, and exa*^ 
mining the productions of taste and art, I anticipated 
high gratification. His lodgings were near us — the 
court-yar^ of our hotel only separated street from street, 
and by merely crossing our garden he cquld be with us 
when be pleased. He became one of our constant party 
at meals and' in our excursions. -V 
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LETTER XXL 

JPari^ Wednesday^ Sept* 7^ 

WE purposed this day to have visited the Palais de 
Justice, the Hotel de Ville, and the Hall of the Depu^ 
ties (heretofore Palais of the Legislative Body,) and D- 
was to have accompanied us, but the filling of cannon 
cafly i0 the morning indulged usito^ make some inquiries^ 
and fuadiug that the Duchess of Augoulende was to dislarif 
bute the colours to the tw^elve battalions of the national 
guard, in the Champ de Mars, we determined to see the pa- 
geant. The body guards and gens d'armies had already * 
lined the streets through which the Royal Family were 
to pass, and we were obliged to drjhre by a very circuitous 
route to the 8(^ene of action. 

The avidity of ladies, in particular, for such specta- 
cles, maybe conjectured from the price of cl aii*s, which, 
in the churches, and even ill the Boulevards, may be 

'if - 

hired at froSn one to two sous, but here were let out from 
> 
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ten to fifteen. The pvfiportkni of ladies ai the Chai^ 
tie Marst on this oocasioiv was at least as great as it is 
usually in the boswos of cup theatEcs, and the mounds «ar 
ramparts that surround tbis^ immense jdma exhibited 
therefore a spectacle of raterestkig gaietj^ The greater 
part of these hire a chair, or rather it is hired far them* 
hj their cavalier, which ihey moTd from pbce to place- 
as their ificUnation dictates, or the crowd may pemuti 
fipon this they sit when tliey are tired, and sluind whea 
there is any thing to be seen. Three or four rows of 
these -chairs soon occupied llie front of tlie rampants on 
^h^ sunnnit; the Gentlemen who^ stood behind dicstt 
would of course, have a very fine viewof the]iag8ant,— • 
In the front, however, there is a considerable spaes^ 
where die slope admits^ no ^iK)ting for a chair, and whesft 
ft considerable mukiCude can see with conTenience over 
each other's heads. There cameafow slight showers 
(i^ot English deluges or Scotch mists) while we wece 
waiting, and the soen^ they produced was cuiions^ anil 
amusing. Instantly the whole space of theae sloping 
ramparts M^as entirely covered with undbrellas, greeny, 
blue, pink, wl^ife, yellow, aU imaginable colours: but isi 
which blue and grean were so prevf^ent as to give it tfhft 
appearance of oiur immense garden, of some strange 4sai1; 
of vegetation, that had just sprui^ out of the caith.— -^ 
The soldiers in the meantime (fifteen hnndred men, h&- . 
«ides the Royal Guards bei<»?e tlte Palace,} were bu^ ia. 
beating c^the dust with their white handifierdbiefi^. to 
prevent tlie rain from, spoiling their hats. The canopy 
for the Royal Family and the CJIourt, in the parch. <C 
the Military School, had a pnoper air of royal digslityy 
but the Pavilion, which stood ki the centie ^f the yiaiK^. 
for the altar'and the sacerdotal service, was as.trumpeij 
a piece of tinsel as ever speared at Sadler's WellS' or 
Covent-Garden Theatre. At ab(»it two a'ckdc tbr 
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King and the Duchess, attended by the Dake of Bern, 
. Count d'Artois, &c. and a crowd of Miirshals, entered 
. the Champ de Mars, and took their scats amid a dis-' 
charge of artillery, under the porch. The colours were 
mccesEively presented to the ofBcers of the twelve le- 
gions that Gompoee the national guard of Paris, and 
a small banner to the squadron of horse; and were 
thence conducted amidst a procession of priests, to the 
altar on the high steps of the tinsel pavilion; and the 
Royal Family returned under another discharge of artil- 
lery to tlie Thuilleries. The Duchess has not mended 
her appearance since her return to France: she looks 
much thinner, and ten years older at least than when I 
saw her in London, on the day of the public entry of 
Louis. Her manner is not afiiible ; she bowed indeed to 
the military in return to their salute, &c. but it was with 
s stiiSiess that looked like reluctance and ceremonious 
constrtunt, and of the populace as she passed them on 
her return she took no notice; neither did the King, 
who sat by her side in the carriage almost without mo- 
tiont and with a countenance that had no expression of 
satisfaction. Perhaps this was one reason why the shout- 
ing was far from general, proceeding indeed principally 
ironi old women and bays. That I might satisfy myself 
upon this point I resigned my seat in the carriage, and 
accompanied the procession on foot almost all the way to 
the Thuilleries, and contrived eight or nine times to get 
np close to tlie royal carriage. This mode of deportment 
it not calculated lo win the French people, with whom, if 
I mistake not, in tlieir present humour, a little courtesy 
would go a great way. In other respects, however, the 
King, as will be seen by the public prints, is courting 
popularity. His visits to the Faubourg Su Antoine are 
deemed very politic. Even Buonaparte felt the import- 
ance of soothing this formidable quarter. Previous to 
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this last campaign he thought proper to ride into th^ 
midst of it without any guards and almost without at- 
tendants. He was at first very coldly received, and to 
his harangues and promises they only replied by a shouts 
^^ live a thousand years, but give u&'peace !" 

The royal carriages are not grand : all the Royal Fa- 
mily are drawn by ei^t horses^ the King'a are greyi, 
the others bay; but they make a; mean appearance in 
comparison with those of the royal stud. The King's 
guard are very fine men, the cuirassiers make a noble ap- 
pearance ; one of them had a hole through the breast- 
plate the size of a nmsquet ball, of which of course h^ 
was as proud as our old nobility of their tattered robes. 
To national guards are a body of men whose appearance 
altogether pleases me much. They seem to be composed 
of respectable citizens, and have the deportment of men 
who have not lost the feeling of citizens ; with a freedom 
and familiarity between officers and soldiers when not 
absolutely in the ranks that shows like social equality*— 
They wear their r^imentals only on fidd days, &c. and 
may be often seem on duty with their accoutrements 
over their coloured clothes. 

Whether such soldiers will ever be as great favourites 
with the Court as the Swiss Guards, whom Louis has 
resolved to replace, is not difficult to decide. One cir- 
cumstance in the arrangements of the day deserved high 
commendation— ^the gens d'armes, who rode about to 
preserve the line and prevent disorder, did not appear 
^vith drawn swords, nor with any sort of weapon in their 
hands: and even in one instance where one of them was 
rudely handled by the people^ he only struck in self de« 
f^nce with his glove. I have observed similar clrcum- 
^nces in all the situations in which these soldiers are 
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emplojed to dischargB ihose offices wbkh in tlid good 
!f>kl cosstiUiJon of England belong to tbe c/W/ &ffieer» 

HavixTg ascertained the moderate expense at which a 
rfece»t dsnner may be had at aii ortlinary Restaurateur's, 
we were disposed to day to try the ]tixurie$ of those 
who are coi>sidered as the best. We dined therefore at 
the Trois Frcres Px0vei>ceaux, ia the Palais Royal, whp 
iKive tjfie reputation of having the best wines iu Paris*^ — 
Ilei-e sevottof us dined to our con)}>Ietc satisfactioi^ anc{ 
rfraek three bottles of wine (one of which was ,gpod 
Champaigne and the other Her^ittage,) and pur biMcame 
to 36 francs, j^l 10s. of English money* We might, 
if we had chosen to have culled articles merely by their 
cost, hav£ cxpeufled twipe as much; but I l^ave sc^en 
jel no bill of £w that wopld make a dinner of a guinea 
^.(tefl(|^ as -talked of in the guides, 

Thttrsday 8. 

A tisit Irom l^r. Guilltey Dikector of ^e Institutioi) 
of tfje Infant Blind (jetme$ Avengles) rc?ry Rgreeably 
detained me a coiqple of hoiirB this morning. (I had 
lu^fortunately been from homc^ wben M. fQafttel, the In- 
spector of the University, returned my visit, prior to his 
leaving Paris. M. <3ilfllie gave me hopes pf seeing both 
\i\m and the Abb^ Siccard in London during tlie ensu- 
ing March or ApriL They purpose not only visiting 
<iiir institutions in England, bat accepting the invitations 
diey have received from persons of hi^ rank of givin*^ 
some lectares in onr metr^olis. An interchange olT 
science, and observation between the two countries, upon 
topics so much consMcted with^tbe great views of bene^ 
Wenoe, would make |>6ace a doddle blessing* After ihis 
departure, (Dl and myself with part of my family, visited 
the Palaco of Justice^ where we were struck with thv^ 
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singnlar association of lawyers and pedlars, courts of civil 
administration and shops of trinket-^lIers, milliners, 
pastiy-cooksy book-stalls, and toy-shops, that crowd al- 
most every part of this huge byilding. Here in a cor- 
ner sits a dirty scrivener at his desk, and there a mer- 
chant of peaches and pears asks you twice as many far- 
things for her commodity as she means to take. No 
space is lost. The chapel is a fine specimen of florid 
Gothic, wttkotit : for the inside we could not see, it being 
under repair. The porch, with the entrance up one 
pair of stairs, is a singularity. The Hotel de Ville, 
which answers to our Guildhall, is also a very fine aiid 
very spacious Nbrmo-gothic building. They were be- 
ginning to take down the temporary ball room, which 
had occupied the whole interior square of the building, 
and we were amused to see the contrivance by means of 
which a huge assembly Tooto, roof, floor, and every 
thing In complete adaptation is so contrived as to be 
kept in one of the vaults below ready to be put up in a 
few hours (comparatively) whenever it was wanted.— 
What would the jobbers for our corporations, &c. say, 
should this economical fashion find its way into England. 
We went next to see the Palace of the Legislative Body, 
when we admired again the improved state of "architec- 
ture in Paris, and the completeness of the accommoda- 
tion both for the members and the public. The tribunes, 
for which you must have tickets from a member, and the 
gallery open without fee to the public, will accommodate 
several hundred {People, and ladies as well as gentle- 
men are admitted. The apartments for committees, con- 
ferences, &c. are in equally good style with those at the 
Palais of the Senate or Peers, but not equal in magnifi- 
cence. Empty frames present themselves where the bat- 
tles of Buonaparte once appeared : but his eiSgies and 
symbols in almost every part are so incorporated with 
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tbe edifice, aa to seem to defy eradication. We went, iir 
our way hither, &r a second time into the Repository of 
Casoaliies, but found as before no bodies. We dinc^ 
once nu^re at our old table d'hote, for the sake of intro* 
ducing D., if he should wish occasionally to mix with the 
company to be met there^ 



LETTER XXII. 

Parki Fridajfy Sept. 9:^ 

• ^^ 
WE attended this morning the Sitting of the De- 
puties. The bu^iness^ of the day was not interesting;^ 
bill; it was gratifying to bee in the chair the intrepid 
Xanay, who had rendered himself so obnoxious to Buo« 
naparte by his determined opposition to bis lattar meii-^ 
surest.. ^ If you will not mafce peape for usi^ we musi^'^ 
make peace for ourselves/' said the determined Deputy* '"^^ 
The strain of $uitous eloquence of Buonaparte on this 
occasion, which marka so strong the eh^<^^ of th^ 
iD«n, could not iniSuence, it seems, either the assem*^ ' 
blies or the people ^.imd though the sword wa$ in his 
band, public opinion tendered it inefficacious.; They 
were not bent upoa his destruction (I mean in general, 
for there were those who htad m^e their teriQ» else- 
where,) but they were bent upon peace^ ^nd by not se^ 
conding his views they obtained it. What measures 
of resentment and despotism Napoleon would have ap- 
pealed, to if he had siwceeded against the allies, jit is use^ 
less to calculate; h^nt tfne representatives and himself had 
conic to issue.: ' ti is not easy to believe that he would 
have tolerated an assembly that had dared so boldly to 
oppose his measures : and what changes in the civil con- 
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stitutioD of a state may not aa Emperor effect returning 
to his capital at the head of a conquering army ? In ap- 
pearance the House of Deputies bears no resemblance to 
our House of Commons. There is in every respect at 
least sufficient appearance of decorum; the Members at- 
tend in their court-dress, blue and gold, either cloth or 
velvet, trimmed with white satins some two or three in- 
deed were in black* The accompaniments of nankeens 
and boots in some instances were a little incongruous $ 
but the boots were not dusty^ as if recent from their 
morning ride. If the Deputies of France may be consi- 
dered as rather tooattei\tive to appearancesin their meet- 
ings, some of their English auditors in the gallery were 
determined not to subject ;(hemsclyes to the same cen- 
sure: because some of ovir elegant Representatives in the 
House of Commons choose to stretch themselves upon 
the benches of the members* gallery, put their heels over 
the fronts and shev.their sitting part to all the House, one 
of our John Ball's in the gatterj of the Palace of the Dc^ 
puties, must imitate this gracefiil disposition of the limbs; 
iind between the fine row of pillars that support the roof 
:bfthis noble building, and adorn tiiis spacioas accomr 
inodation of pablic curiosity^ display his projecting heeb 
to the hazard of scattering th^ £rt fhnn his shoes on the 
headsof the ladies who sat in the tribunes onderneath.— 
This is not the fii^ time I have blushed for my coun- 
trymen in Paris. Surely when we travel in a foreign 
coutftry, especially a country so attentive and so accom- 
modating to the cariosity of the stranger as France, in 
all respects, appears to be, the least we can do is to pay 
a decent attention to the decorum and manners esta- 

m 

blished there, whether we think them worthy of impor- 
tation or not. 
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Having taken a box for the theatre, we dined at Very'%' 
which has the reputation of furnishing the beit bill of 
fare and the best cookery of all the restaurateurs in Paris. 
As we had not a scientific gourmand in our party, who 
could explain to us the nature of the one huftdred and 
ninety different dishes out of which we were to choose, 
or tell us which were the most delicious, we chose the 
simplest, or those which, from our past experience, we 
best understood. Every thing was excellent of its kind ; 
and after drinking three bottles of very good Beaune^ and 
one of delightful C/iampagne'-rosayy wc found that at this, 
the dearest of the restaurateurs of Paris, a very good 
dinner, with the best of wine^ may be enjoyed at the e?c- 
pence of four shillings and (bur-pence a h^ad; yet there 
are Englishmen in Paris who contrive to pay seven or 
eight shillings for a very bad one. 

a • 

'» 

At the theatre, AthaUe was upon the whole a higl^ 
treat; Madamoiselle Oeorgea was perhaps evep more a^ 
home than in Merqpe i and Madame Bourgoin^ though 
she has not very great force, is a very charming actress. 
What a treat must it be to see at some times (I undcr-^ 
stand one may) Madamoiselles Pucbenois and Georges^ 
with Madame Bouigoin, ot Madamoiselle Volnai$» all 
playing together with Talma, and the whole strength of 
the Parisian tragic company. What a contrast to our 
meagre arrangement oC one great actor^ one indi^erent 
actress, and all the others (as Mn Coleridge called them 
in one of his lectures on Shakespeare) candle-snu^ers ! 
Bat Talma, I am a^aid we shall not see, during our 
present residence in Paris, though Kemble, I under* 
stand, is here to visi|; him. St Prix, though in high 
estimation here, I cannot prevail upon myself to approve. 
His dedamation is much too pompous and too remote 
from nature : yet sometimes in the more impassioned 
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passages he is grand, almost awful. The after-piece, 
Les Jeufs de V Amour et de Hazard^ the plot of which is 
not unlike our Love in a Village is a delightful comedy^ 
and was delightfully played* 

Sattirday 10. 

The Abb^ Siccard having sent iis cards of invitation^ 
we again attended his interesting Seance^ in which there 
was a gi'eat deal of fresh matter, highly interesting and 
instructive. Many hundred people attend^ this SeancCf ji 

The fault of the Abb6, like that of many other spontane- 
ous speakers is, that he knows not when to leave off.— 
After listening to him for almost four hours, our en« 
j^agemqits obliged us to leave him still q>eaking. 

Late in the evening I walked with D. and my young 
men round the islands to enjoy the serenity of the air^ 
and admire the'fine quays aiid embankijientsof theriver> 
and trace the evidences of those great improvements that 
have been made and were making in Paris. How dif- 
ferent in every thing is Paris from London. In the verjr 
heart of the city, at ten or eleven o'clock, every thing it 
as quiet as in the remotest village of England. Lights 
in itome of the villages indeed you see^ and now and then 
a door opens, and a company, belles and beaux, com6 
forth returning from their visit to their home: but no 
noise, no rattle of coaches (except in the neighbourhood 
of the theatres^) no drunkenness) no quarrelling or con^- 
^ntion* 
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LETTER XXIII. 

Paris, Smndayj Sept. 11. 

. SOME vei:y good people in Englajid may be a little 

shocked at the ^gure that this day makes in a traveller's 

journal in this country ; but if you will see France and 

its spectacles, and be acquainted with its people, man* 

jiersy customs and amusements^ this day must not be 

Jost. Those who are rigidly nice upon this subject, had 

betteSr stay at home, and be very good in the English 

way, for assuredly he wQl know very little of Paris, qjr 

the provinces, who goe;s nowhere on Sundays but to 

church. It seems even to be an essential object of the 

government to And amusements for the people on that 

clay; and as no ^rencshman or woman either ever ye^ 

thotight of adding to the fommaadant ^^ Ihon shaltdo 

no maimer of woil:," ifAou shaU do na manner of pla^ 

in one way or other, on this day, every man and womaiji 

in France is amused. The waterrspoiits at Versailles^ 

&c« never play but on a Sunday* At present it is rarely 

4hat they, play at all, not above once or twic<^ in a month. 

We understood thai tbey were to play this day, and 

made our arrangenien^ for Versai^es accordingly. We 

were undeceived, indeed, on the preceding day, but we 

found that the waters at St. Cloud would play (it being 

the annual fete or festival of that Saint) and deeming 

both Versailles and St. Cloud within the compass of a 

^ay's excursion, we did not alter our plan. D. and one 

c^ the young men took their seats in a cabriolet, of 

which there are always abundance plying under the walls 

of the garden of the Thuilleries, to accommodate the 

Sunday excursionist; the fixed fare to Versailles (better 

than twelve miles) being thirty sous, or fiiteen-pene^ 
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Englbfa, for each pssaenger. Oitr cairia^ was to have 
been at the door at seven ; but punctuality is no part of 
the virtue of a French cocker ; our two eompaaioiia ac- 
cordingly had arrived a good while before us, and had 
surprised the garcons (male and female !) as wdt as the 
master and mistress of the hotel, (for one after aRother 
they all came to hear Uie order repeated] by ordnin^ 
breakfaat for eight ; they thought, I suj^ioae, that my 
tors Angloise must have tremendous ^>petites. Our f^ 
pearance, however, at length exptaiaed the mystery.— 
After breakfasting (which luudly occupies more time at 
a French restaurateur's than would be convenient to a 
great part of the frequenters of an English co&e-honse} 
we put ourselves u&der the conduct of our guide, for a 
guide to the mere stranger is here ioditpensibJe. 

Through ih& gardens of Versailles (at^led waQuf 
square ponds, and sculptured groves} we passed first to 
the great and then to the little Trianon. The gnmjt 
style of architecture displayed in the former of these etper- 
cially, is too well known to need description. The ^eat 
Trianon is one of the architectural glories of the reign v£ 
Louis XIV. The furniture of both is modern. They 
are admirable specimens of the classical taste of Napoleon; 
and the ardsi will contemplate them with pleasure. If 
some of the rooms are a little ov^charged with ornamoit^ 
if the gorgeousness of imperii splendour sometime^ 
prevails over the chasti^ of picturesque simplicity, y^ 
every thing in its kind appears to be according to the best 
principles of art, and in comparison with the tasteless 
pomposity of Versailles is ^mplicily itself. Some of tb» 
apartments, indeed, especially in the Petit Trianon, are 
almost faultless in this respect. The blue room in part*- ' 
cular, with its ceiling covered with white satin, is the 
most charming little thing I ever saw. AS that.is npt 
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)odcing*gIaBs is hangings of blue silk or white facing^i 
with a simple fringe of silver, and no more of cleooratiort 
or ornament than mere propriety seems to demand. — 
Even ' ■ , for whom Scarcely any thing is sufficiently 
simple, and who is perpetually crying out, " there is too 
much of this**— ^ ah ! but that is overcharged," found 
no room here for fastidious objection — *^ it was truly 
charming !*' We could not bat compare this^specimen 
of imperial simplicity with the pomposity and false taste 
^the celebrated Aurora-room at Mr. H's. One looks 
like an upholsterer's shewHshop, made as imposing as it 
can be, and encumbered with as much as it can hold. The 
other is a simple chamber, fit for the repose of an Em- 
press when retiring from the pomp of publicity, and 
furnished only with what is convenient and desirable. — 
One of the gardens of the little Trianon is in the Eng- 
lish style. It was laid out for the late Queen, Mary 
Antoinette, and is in some parts very beautiful ; but the 
affectation of embellishing the banks of a little lake, about 
three times the dimensions of a common duck-pond, with 
an artificial hamlet, fitted up in the true scene-painter 
style, mars the whole. How extraordinary that these 
tery people who take so much pains to make the scenery 
of their stage look like nature, cannot be content till they 
have marred the scenery of nature and the pride of 
architectural magnificence with the patch-work and 
pointed canvas of the stage. The Swiss who shewed 
us this palace, is really Swiss ; one of those (to repeat 
the Irishman of one of our company) who were killed in 
the massacre of the guards at the beginning of the revo- 
lution. Poor fellow ! his intellects appear indeed to 
have been slain, either then or by more recent events.— 
How he came in his present station it would have been 
liseless to inquire, for, besides his being evidently 
cyticke^ the English which he affected to talk was such 



DIARY OF AN EXCURSION TO FRANCE. 129 

boiTible patois of English, French and Oeman^ aa de^ 
fied aH our comprehension. He took care, however^ 
to let us know how attached he was ta the House of 
Bourbon (almost the only domestic at any of the palaces 
or places we have visited who has not some how or other 
given som6 indications of a different feeling I) and 
shewed us the iiiside of his snuff-box, on which are the 
portraits of Louis XVL the Queen and the Dauphin^ 
as cautiously as if the axe of Robespi^re were hanging 
over his head. 

The gard^is of Versailles t^re one vast profuse display 
of wasteful expence and execrable taste. The statuary 
that adorns them above renders them supportable, and 
even much of this is in th^ worst «tyle of French frip- 
pery ; and what is more intolerable, French translation qf 
Grecian antique : the clipped trees and verdant architec- 
ture, deform, not embellish the vast expanse of levels an4 
parterres, and expose the nakedness they should have 
cloatbed. The fountains, perhaps, when play ingi may giyp 
a Ireshing coolness to the air, and the pleasant splashing 
of the water, must compensate to the ear the offencf^ 
given by the violation of the laws of Nature to the eye; 
but what excuse can be made for the absurd state of 
. making Apollo drive his chariot in a basin of water, and 
scatty around him not vivifying^^tidiance, but the cool- 
ing stream. But I am told, that the most interesting 
part of the gardens is that which we did not see-^/Ae 
cave and cascade qf ApoUo! — In short, magnificence 
txvi absurdity were never more mingled together than at 
Versailles. The exterior architecture is grand to a de* 
^ree that even astounds. It is not a palace^ but a city 
accumulated in one pile of building, and connected by 
proportion of parts : but commendation rejsts here.--*- 
Within all, is cumbFOus deformity and gorgeous folly-— 

a 
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gold, ^old, gold ! gold every where and gold every 
thing I — ^aU monotonous vastness aiid profusion. The 
Operap'house is by far the finest part of the whole; and 
must when lighted up have a most splendid effect; but 
even this pleased me not as well as ihe small theatre at the 
Little Trianon*. This palace wai^ negleeted by Buona- 
parte— perhaps^ he shewed his taste by the neglect — 
perhaps his reluctance to give fresh eelat to die proudest 
work of Louis XIV* Fifteen hundred men are now 
employed, not in reforming the wretched taste o| a fo/mer 
age, but in restoring every thing with servile fidelity to 
its original state : the Parisians complain of this, and be- 
hold with reluctance so- many hands and so much ex- 
pence diverted from the completion of the gi'eat woAs 
and improvements begun in the metropolis^ " Ver- 
sailles," they say, " is tor the King r but Paris is &r 
the People l" In the library we were shewn a splendidly 
printed volume most gorgeously embellished (after the 
itaann^er of the old illnminated manuscripts) with gor- 
geous and elaborate paintings of Louis ]^I'V. and hiis 
courtiers in the fantastical habits worn by them in tire 
six months* pageant puppetted there by those grown 
children for the amusement of the giddy multitude, or the 
gratification of their owii vanity. 

I shduld have observed, that in the little Trianon, is a 
pictu^ of the in&nt Phyrrus. seeking protection at the 
feet of the King o£ Epytus, from which Mr. West's pic^ 
ture of the same subject is evidently in a great measure 
.copied ; and that our Ciceroni called it the judgment of 
Solomon; our janimadversions upon which, gave our 
kicking countryman, who with bis party were following 
in our rear, an opportunity cf shewing that his know- 
ledge of painting and. of history were equal to his polite- 
nesst.. The rouad of these palaces took us full four houn^ 
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md a hkl£, and it was therefore now foil time to be set-* 
ting off for St. Cloud, where the waters were to b^n to 
{day at between four and five, and to leave off before six« 
^ut it plea^ our cocker to be out of the way, so that 
we lost more than an hour and an half waiting : ad hunting 
for him, and did not arrive till nearly six o'clock, just 
-time enough to take a farewel peep at the exhibition of 
these expensive absurdities. The accompaniments at St. 
Cloud are in a muoh better style than those at Versailles : 
Nature indeed is violated in the thing itself; but the ab- 
surdity is not heightened by classical incongruities — Nep- 
tuneah, ApoUbs and Tripihonion cascades'! Upon the 
principal fall indeed, which i oonfess is all that such a 
thing weH can be, D. looked with a degree of commend- 
ation I shotild not have expected from an English artist.;, 
To me the object of adnriratioii was die throng and gaiety 
of that -vast multitude aJE»embled in the Park to celebrate 
tile fete i the shows, the sports, >the music, and tlie, danc- 
ing in eyery pavt, down to the very banks of the rbrer^ 
which amid '^e cloudless splendour of an evening 4ky 
such as in France is common; but in England is utterly 
unknown) seined ito participate in llie universal hilarity. 
The gardens were closed soon after the water works had 
ceased, hut the park' continued open, and was illuminated 
withiittle lamps in festoons «id clusters, as the de** 
dining day-light (it cannot be called growing darkr 
ness) required. It Is but justice to the French nation to 
say, that even the most gregarious assemblages of the 
promiscuous populace shew the urbanity, as well as the 
gaiety of their character: nothing can be more different 
than such an assemblage in the two countries. Multitu- 
dinous and promiscuous as was the mass here assembled, 
nothing of that bustling and jostling, and violent push- 
ing one by another, with which every assembly of 20 or 
30 people in the neighbourhood of London is sure to be 
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accon^aniedy took place — *^ all were at large, though 
without humbei^ in contracted i^ce 1" Over one pair of 
latge iron gates at the extremity of the park is written* 
the word enire ; over another pak close by, the word 
sortie : and the sentinels placed there, with civil firm** 
ness, esiforced ^e observance, when foreigners, unused 
to so convenient a requisition, thoughtlessly attempted to 
violate k. Even a slight lath put tip at some of the inte^ 
rior passes, which John Bull would hav<) shattered in an 
instant, was sufficient protection lor a similar r^ulation : 
and every body therefore passed and repassed with faci<« 
lity. Retuming to Paris, we found one of the springs of 
our carriage yi^ing: the ^exitlemen were,, therefore^ 
obliged to walk, and the vidiide followed with so slow a 
pace that it was nearly elieven o'dodc before we got home. 
Two of us who had outstripped the coadi (no difficult 
matteiv) looked into the saloon of I>loryi id the Elysian 
Fields, aiid drank a bottle of tolerable BoOrdettix, at SQ 
sous, while the lads and Iteaee, in their Sunday geer, 
were dancing both in. the «aIoon and ifi the gard^. The 
waiter had the impudence tochai^ ois 30 sons more for 
half a doteai little dices, the rca) vahi^ of which vas 
^bottt five, and we #ere foQiish ^iiODgh to pay it : not re* 
collecting ihat i^ these clwes the stmiiger may always 
avoid imposition by walking qp to the bar, and paying 
there. Our hi|mble restaiirateur in the Rue Buonaparto 
fornished us an excellent cold fowl fof our supper at 9, 
lesis imposing rate* ' - \ 
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LETTER XXIV, 

PariSf Monday^ Sept. 12» 

I GAVE almost the whole bf this day till four o'dockp 
except a part of the morning, which was spent in con« 
versation with friends from Rouen and from London, at 
the Louvre, and made the divine Titian, die principal 
feature of my research. I had heard from my friend D* 
that tJiere was a Titian in the collection that was deemed 
his master-piece; I prevented him, therefore, from say* 
ing a word more upon the subject, and resolved to try if 
by my own unassisted instinct I could find it out. It was 
not difficult ; the first glance that fell upon the assassina« 
tion of St. Peter the Inquisitor, suggested the idea diat 
there could be nothing better, and comparison with the 
rest convinced me. My agreement with the artists in 
jthis respect was some consolation for my not being able- 
to accord with them about Tisitorist's celebrated picture 
of the hammer, I admit all th^ they say about die 
/drawing, the forershortening, the expressiveness of the 
attitudes, the composition, &c^ and believe that in mere 
outline I should deem it delightful ; but the smeariness; 
(if I may coin so bad a word ju> convey so defective an 
idea) of the colouHng destroys all my delight; and nei« 
ther at the first glance, which is deemed so imposing 
nor with the most elaborate atjtention, could I persuade 
myself to be pleased with it^ It may be my bad taste; 
but after all I must see with my oiirn eyes, let greater 
adepts in the art say what they will. In religion or in 
painting I do not want to force others out of their opi« 
hions, but I hope to be permitted to hold my own in quiet- 
pess, and to expresi^ them too on proper occasions. In 
the evening we went to the Hieatre des Varieties, where 



134 DIARY OF AN EXCURSION TO PRANCi:* 

we were infinitely pleased with the two boxers, a very just 
and very good-natured satire upon some of the follies of 
our countrymen. The insignificant figure that a couple 
of civilized boxers make iii comparison and in the hands 
of an American say&g^ and the modest caricature (fof it 
ifiras not extravagant) of English stage dancings shook my 
sijdcs till they cracked agaijo* 

Tuesday^ Sept. 13. 

This wa$ agdn a day of e;iLertion.<p- After an early bredc? 
fast we^set off for Meudon f Palais d/cs Enfants deFranceyJ 
f;rom the terrace of which, or rather firom the gates (for i^ ' 
^ remarkable, that within the groujndf there is no point of 
eijual beauty with the view without^} there is much de- 
lightful scenery of the Seine, the surrounding country^ 
Paris^ and th^ distant hills^ to the boundary of the hor 
xison. The fo;r^]:ovnd is finely ivooded; and the viae^ 
yards on the rising ground form a p.ne conJXAst to the ex- 
panse of sandy plain (for such ip appearance it is) below. 
The cha^^pu has in its exterior very little attraction. — 
We went oyer it in expectation of seeing some specimens 
of the old style of furniture; but we were agreeably dis- 
appointed : for we found that the interior of this also 
had felt the reforming infljLieQ.ce of the taste of Napoleon. 
It had been fitted up for the Queen .of Etruria with all 
the simplicity of. elegance that could consort with the 
idea of a royal residence. Ther^ was in some of the 
apartnijents even that sinfplex munditias with which He-: 
race himself, or any private gentleman (poet or dealer in 
familiar prose,) might have adorned his rustic villa. — 
On the chimney-pieces and under the looking-glasses of 
one of the simplest of these rooms, were some urns and 
small candelabras of exquisite workmanship, and of the 
most beautiful agat, I ever saw. One of them, in parti^ 
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cular, rivalled the rich and shifting colours of the opvL 
The cornices of the old fashioned wainscoting in none of 
the chateaux or palaces, fitted up under the Imperial di^ 
rection, have been removed. This is not according tp 
English precedent, which, would have made the wall 
smooth as the floor, but D* agreed with me. in opinion 
that it was right : these cornices gave relief and preclvide 
the necessity of less simple ornament. The little king of 
Rome was some time a resident of this chateau. . I should 
observe, that the terrace of Meudon, like every, ot^f 
royal elevation^ has itsjei d^eau* 

• 

To each bleak heif^t tlie tortured nymph must rise. 
And spoilt her scanty streamlet to the skies ! 

Vrom Meudon, by Bellevieu, we went to the tosfei. 
porcelain manufactory at Sevre, which is really asjdea- 
did exhibition. The following are some of the.artV^ei 
that most powerfully arrested our attention — a dish, or 
large plate, of exquiske workmanship, richly decorate 
with flowers that rivalled the finest productions. o£ the 
pencil, from the manufactory of Vienna, in the Reposi- 
tory of a different nation ; Venu^ in the bath, and some 
other beautiful little figures, with lace veils, most curi- 
ously imitated in white porcelain ; the. nH>dels, or small 
statuary in general, especially two exquisite female figures 
waltzing ; many fine imitations of cameo bas relief — (lu 
imitations of bas relief in general, the French artists ap- 
pear particularly to *excel — ^which is the more remark- 
able as their statuary, and their real bas relief in general 
^re not good:) — ^a table tournient, nearly an English 
yard in diameter, the top of which, of moH exquisite 
workmanship, is all one piece: — the pillar and base upon 
which it turns is also of porcelain, and all the embellish- 
ments are beautifully executed. Two immense cande- 
labras, profusely ornamented — (the peacock seemingly 
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alive on the base of one of these, and the urn, wuii the 
litde elegant figiunes of exquisite grace and simplicity, 
that look like reliefs in camto and genis, deserve parti- 
xidar examination ; the festoons o^ flowers and festive 
crowns are scarcely less admirable :) — Some small plates^ 
with kttmming birds, in whidi the rain-bow sf^lendour 
ef the colours it finely imitated ; — some magnificent uras^ 
in imitation of lapis comdi: others in imitation of the 
Etiruscan ; and two adorned with medallions^ c^ seining 
idtief in camecH- the Jttlios is very .fine, the Augustus ex*^ 
^isite; two others very large^ with interesting paintings 
of the soldiei^s departure and the soldier's return. Of 
the painting on these various articles it may be said, that 
the flowers and the reliefs are almost uniyefsally good^ 
Ae landscapes are bad» but the architectural objects in 
titeni good; and that the perfection of the art fe exhibited 
fn ike isBtations of cameo* In one of the windows, is a 
Boost beautifiil Sappho on pahited g^ass, by on^ of the 
artisla of the mantifactory* We did not see the worics, as 
iM^ omitted to get an c»der for that purpose: ihey pertain 
totbe govenment, as does almost every undertaking or 
inatitnlion c^atiy extent, down to the irery pawnbroker's 
shop, (for tiberc is but one in Paris,) opposite our win- 
dow~tibe M011I6 de Pielr^s as it is cdrlled. 
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LETTER XXIV. 

PatlSf Monday^ Sept. 12 — Continued. 

# 

ST. CLOUD was our nesa object, whocse gardens we 
Imd seeP} bi|t not iu Chateau* As this was the fa▼ourit^ 
r^iclencoof Napole^Hi, w^ eaqp^ct^d to find here a full 
iji^lay of X\i%t exxpmltf though sometimes over gorge- 
ous taste, for wbi^b b? '^ justly to b^ celebrated^ what- 
ever execration we may bestow on his ambition. Nor 
were we mistaken — St. Cloud is, in this reapect, a most 
gratifying object ; the several apartments charm alike in 
their individuality and their variety ; the suit of rooms 
assigned to the Empress, and all the apartments devoted 
to privacy, to study, or domestic enjoyment, are finely 
contrasted by a ^ort of modest elegance, with the pmnp 
and magnific^ice of the Imperial apartments* The pre^ 
sence-chamber in particular, which is bung with velvety 
of that deep and solemn crimson which is called dra^ 
gon^s blood, with black opowns, is most imposin^y 
grand : but one object in particular riveted our attention^ 
and called forth our enthusiastic admiration — it is an 
Etru6cian Vase from the manufactory at Sevre; on which 
is a poetical representation of the battle of Austerlitz ; 
Napoleon in hiswai* chariot, crossing tlie Rhine, isbr6ak«« 
ing the ranks of the Confederacy, and the genius of 
France by his side, is scattering them with the thunder- 
bolts, which with the pride of omnipotence, she is grasp- 
ing in her hand, while the cities of Germany are offering 
their keys. The fine form of the urn, the classical con* 
ception of the embellishments, the execution of the - 
figures, men, chariot, horses, altogether filled us with 
enthusiasm, and I can well conceive the emotions with 
which this vessel was beheld by Frenchmen, when he^ 

T 
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who is the object of its flattery, was in the plenitude of 
prosperity and p6wer. What is to bedome of this fine 
specimen of art ? Removed, of course, it must be to mak^ 
room for something more aceeptable to Zajuis le desire ; 
but can there be such vandalism as to destroy so exquisite 
am^ument? L^ us hope there cannot^ Att^ sciences, 
and literattird (a sisterhood that should Aever be divided) 
Ought to be ^acf ed in every Revoltititm :' they are in rea- 
lity of more importance to mankind than the changes of 
dynasties, itnd the denomii^tiOns of power. 

If there is lesif of poetry, Aere is no less beauty in the 
pedestals (also c^ the manafactovy of Sevre) in the Pio* 
tnre Gallery — they prcaent tts with whote lengths of Nar* 
poleon,' and other emblems <£ his power. and conquests ii|L 
that beautifulimitation of cameo relief, which is there 
executed so happily. In the Gallery are some fine 
fiicture^ bo^ of the Fleinish and the Italian Schools ; 
but D«4fat widi pktiirey and what with ornament, it 
is overloaded. Among the modern pictures diat deco^ 
rate the apartments, are tlie dea& Of General Desai% 
(which fdeased me less in the paikiting than m the tapes- 
try,) and the education of AehiUes (a vety superior per^ 
foi*mance of the same master, and of which there existe 
a very good print, that has found its way into England,) 
and a Phaedra accusing Hyppolituls, by Gerin. This last 
is a fair specimen of the merits and defects of the new 
French School (which, however, is infinitely superioi^ 
to the old) : it is a representation of a scene on the stagey 
in flesh-colouyed marble ; at least the theatrical air of 
HyppolitHs irresistibly impresses the idea : yet there is a 
passion and expression in the countenances, cf^edally in 
tliat of Phtedra, (whose whole figure and physiognomy 
are finely conceived, and in the most essential paits well 
executed) that appears to be beyond the mockery of artv 
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The is lujbtpirably tojd ; ^ords could not baye miide it 
plainer to a classical eye: the ^tJUtudepf jtbe giiiljty^on- 
^^nt beliind — ^hajf prompting gx\ii half shuddering, an(]l 
tht fiye of jPhaed^a, ibat in the shado^jr into wbicb it is 
judleioHsly thrown, seems to jx>U in bewildering agitatioi^ 
09 the canvas, revealing the contending pai^ions s^ugr 
gling in the mind* 

In our way to Malmaison, ihat we might lose no time, 
we took a slight refreshment, excellent in its kind, at the 
door of a little Auberge, without getting out of thp car- 
riage. The Bourdeaux (claret) fw- which wje paad 25 
sous, (12|d.) was certainly arery ;5uperior to the adul- 
terated stuff I have paid 12s* for at some of the Lon- 
don Taverns. At Malmaison, we found, as we had 
suqieoted, diktat we could not be admitted without an 
order; but it was not mnch out of our way, and we 
learned at last where we might apply. With tlie Swiss 
{as he is called) in the porter's lodge we found one of 
his companions dining, apparently n disbanded veteran. 
There was an N and an Imperial Crown upon th^f^ates. 
^^ You must change those plates now/\ said J): with a 
^mile. The porter turned away, and the veteran, with a 
countehancp full of sorrow and a significant shrug, look- 
^ us full in the &ce— ^^ jVi ! Monsieur ! pourqim 
change /" ^ They will give you a better in the place of 
it," said I. ** Ah ! Mon^eur I pourquoi una mqllieure /'^ 
fiffiid the veteran, with still sadder epiphasjis. The porter 
walked to (he little cupboard at the fertheir end of the 
lodge and pdt by his plate very cureiidly. I perceived 
we had wounded them, which was no part of our inten- 
tion, — f* Every change," fiaid I, " is not for the benefit 
of all."—" Ah ! Monsieur ! pur^i change /" The 
place considered, it may not be unlikely that this last re-. 
j>etition might have reference to the change which lifapo? 
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Icon himsdf had made from Josephine to Maria Lmiisa; 
and perhaps the veteran was not uiiinfcfcted by tbse super- 
stition attributed to his master, who is said to have had 
a notion, which' for a long time deferred his meditated 

divorce, that his destiny was linked with that of Jose- 

« 

t>hine, and that bis g<ood genius would forsake him when- 
ever he lost her. 

From Malmaisan we weni on to Morley* Onr jour- 
ney to the former bad been along bye^roads on the heights 
antnong the vineyards: to the latter, it was along the 
banks of the Seine : there we had enjoyed a 6tkt expanse 
of vari^^ted country; here we had the windings of the 
river, lopping among verdatit islets,/and. the repote of 
«ylvan scenery. The machine at Morley would, affioord 
but little gatisfkction to the eye of an English mecha"* 
nist, unless it were through the proud conscioBsness of 
Bfttional superiority in this particular* Nothing can be 
conceived more cluutoy and awkward : but its vastness 
fills the mind with a sort of awe^ and its rugged cumber 
rosity (to use a word as cumbrous) gives it a sort of pic- 
turesque sublimity, which our more perfect machines can 
never boast. But what must be the fedings oC the man^ 
who^ uniting together the feehngs of the patriot with 
those of the man of toste^ contemplates the enormous 
waste of public treasure and human industry, for the 
sole purpose of amusing a despot with the ridiculojus 
exhibitic»i of squirtix^ frogs and spouting ApoUos. The 
town of Versailles, it is true, is also supplied with water 
by these works: biit what is the town of Versailloi^ a 
dependent population collected round a palace to svpply 
the wants and luxuries of k court, which an incalculably 
less expence might have given a centre to its attractions, 
where the magnificence of art might have mingled m'ith 
^li^uriioicy of nature, and the never-failing beauties 
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ef a wiadiiig stream have been rabstitiited for the tern* 
porary absurdities of # jet d'eau ! We pursue^ the works^ 
upwards, through aU their operations, to the sitmmit of 
tiie hiUf examining them in every part, till we arrived 
at fhe arcade or aqueduct This to the ey^ is a noble 
obgect, and as a statioti for a panorama oi the surrounds 
ing country not to be neglected* The traveller as he 
ascends to the summit of tbi$ arcade, should stpp at eyer^ 
stage or story, to admire in different points of view the 
landscapes presented through the loopholes. They are 
very beautiful, and "Vfe had for them the rear of the most 
beautiful hour of a very fine day ; when the last rays of 
the sun give a glow and richness of colouring to the 
scenery of nature, and the l^readth of show gives fiill re- 
lief ^o the essential features of the landscape, equally 
remofte from the glare of vnvitfied lustre and the spotti- 
ness of detaik Half an hour earlier would have been 
better, because we could have enjoyed the scene much 
longer. Though we desc^ided by a different path, we 
irere unwise enough to let our guide turn aade into a 
public hmisey without suficifent exphmation of oar wayi 
and what was worse, I had separated myself from my 
cdrnpany, of whom I had considerably the start, by a 
mere foot*path, thai from its direction I knew must bend 
towards tlie place of our destination, before they found 
their error and were obliged ta turn back. My path^ 
which might have beam right if there had been light to 
assist me dirough the intricacies of its termination, at 
length failed me in the obscurity of night, and though it 
was afterwards obvious that I had been within a small 
distance of the inn where we had left our carriage, I was 
obUged to turn bade, with the hazard of being benighted 
^nd lost in a wood in a strange country. At length, 
however, I puzzled my way out of the labyrinth and into 
the high road to Paris, but a mile or two from the cur* 
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riage md. my family^ whose sensation on the occasiony^ 
and my own apprehensions about theniy were an addi- 
tional commentary on the evUs that often result from an 
eccentric propensity for striking out of the beaten path; 
at least a man ought to know I^iis geogri^y well before 
he so adventures. 



LETTER XXV. 



PariSi Wednesday f Sept. 14«# ' 

■•••.«. 

]^APH AEL anfl Guido occupied my morning at thet 
Louvre with occasionally a comparative glance at other 
painters of the Italian shooU I shall not talk of tliem, 
£:»* I do not wish to deal in commcm places, and. I havei^ 
not the presumption to think that I can say jsiny thing 
new upon the subject. To study them, especially the fbr^ 
mer, so far as to be able to account to myself for the adi 
miration with which they inspire ihe, is at present the 
heigfit of my ambition. We dined again at the JVois 
freres ProvenceatiXy and were much disappointed both 
|n our dinner and in our wine. We found ourselves in a 
|lif&i*ent rooni^ and surrounded by a different sort of com- 
pany, perhaps because we were earlier ; — ^perhaps here, as 
in some houses in England, there are different p^rts of 
the house where the guests are differently dealt by, and 
which they who know the customs avail themselves of. 
In one respect we had to blame ourselves. Instead of 
looking into the chart, we ordered champagne rosay^ 
which was not in their list. They were not ashamed, 
however, to bring us that which tlipy were ashame4 to set 



lUARY OF AN EXCUESION TO FRANCE* liS 

down; and for champagne, very bad it was. In the 
evening some of us went as spectators to a dancing schooI« 
where we saw opera girls and opera boys whirling about 
and practising all sorts of attitudes in the rear, while more 
respectable scholars, male and female, adult and junior, 
were taught and teaching in the fore-ground. It was a 
curious scene. The discipline of such a school is mudi 
better calculated for the mere object of improvement ia 
the art, than any thing I have seen in England ; the mode 
of teaching is more elementary, and very superior. We 
walked into the little garden, surrounded on all hands by 
the walls of high houses; a spot of such dimensions in 
London would not suffer a plant to vegetate with any to* 
lerable luxuriancy, and there upon standard trees we saw 
egg plumbs and peaches ripening in full perfection. Such 
phenomena are common in Paris. 

TTiursdny\ 15M.— Meeting with the Opera dancers 
imiong the other scholars, was, we understood, an un* 
dsual occurrence, they having their proper hours of at- 
tendance in the morning, when not one or two only 
might be seen, but the whole group ; we went, there* 
fore, at a proper season to M. Colone's to see them ; a 
curious sight it was; the men, who were to be all be- 
spangled at night, in waistcoats and dirty shirts, and 
dirty pantaloons, and the girls, who were to be so be- 
dizened, preserving nothing of their theatrical costume^ 
but the shortness and singleness of petticoat, and the 
dose^fitted drawers exhibited as they whirled around, 
even up to the very loins. If there be really any inflam- 
mation in seeing these gestures at night, seeing the ex- 
hibitors in the morning is the proper antidote. It ij» 
Also worth while to observe how systematic a business it 
is to bring the limbs (the ancle and the hip especially) 
into that jiabitual elasticity upon which the excdilency of 
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this frivolous art depends. In this, as in other fittaitf'* 
Inents, nature, it is true^ fuinishes or withholds her 
p^ticttlar fiicilities ; but excellence of 6ny sort comes 
by study and labour ; from ddncing to epic poetry, from 
the grimace of the bui&on in the Thuilleries to Demost- 
henes in the tribunal. From tliis curious scene we 
walked along the Boulevards to the Louvre, and gave 
the remainder of the morning to what is called the 
French School. I was surprised to find ro few clans ; 
and the very best of them inferior to the fine specimen^ 
ni the collections of the Marquis of Stafford, Lord 
Grosvenpr, &c. PoUssin, whom some French critics 
have extolled as superior to Titian, to Raphael^ and 
Michael Angelo, did not ravish ine. His deluge is in- 
deed sublime, and his plague terriHc^ and no one caft 
deny to the majority of the pictures, the merit of comi- 
{Kttiti(m: the business of the sceiie is w?U conductf^il^ii es- 
pecially in the escape of Pyrfhus ; but it Wiy fts^^r^dly 
be prommnced, th^t xit> part of his reputatioi;i has \Hieu 
procured by his colonizing. In tbc deluge^ indeed - it i^ 
almost every thing that it ought to liave been ; and th^ 
dead and dying flesh in the plc\g{i^ »re n^i^ture, or son^e^ 
thmgthat hasajtbrillingre^mbUmcetoit; but in g?t^4 
it is flat and feeble, and sometiipe^ disgusts eyen wher^ 
most it ought to please* 

We dined again at the Trois Ft^eres Pr&oenceaur^ 
and drank some hermitage, both red and white i the 
latter was not excellent, the former not equal to what we 
had met with the first time we were there. All of us 
agreed that Very's is by far a better house for wine as 
well as for cookery. After dinner we went to see th<* 
models, &c. of Switzerland (Voyage du Simplony ij^cJf 
in the Palais Royal, one of the most, if not the most in- 
teresting spectacles in all Paris. It cost the' artiiBf; a 
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Swiss, his life, in a double sense; for having spent many . 
years in constructing it, he had the mortification of 
finding that he had thereby furnished Buonaparte with 
the means of subduing his country, and the reflection 
is said to have broken his heart. The galleries or per- 
forations made by that potent adventurer through the 
fock to facilitate the march of his army to the plains of 
Marengo, in an historical point of view, constitute a 
very interesting part of this wonderful model. 

N. B,— In the account of St. Cloud (Tuesday IS,) I 
have neglected to notice a circumstance too striking for 
omission. In one of the apartments, which seems to 
have been used as a private sitting room^ we observed the 
fire-place to be. situated beneath a large and beautiful 
pier glass, immediately between the two windows^ 
While we were admiring this, the person who wa& con- 
ducting us, touched a spring, and immediately the look- 
ing-glass began to withdraw into the wall with a slow and 
even motion, and to our great astonishment, presented to 
us through a window of one entire pane of plate glass, so 
tran^arent, that it looked like perfect vacuum, with the 
perspective of the principal avenue of the park, adorned 
with iti^ obelisk, &c. The effect is truly magical; and 
the idea of sitting close before the fire on a winter's day, 
in a superb apartment, and looking strait through such a 
window^ upon such a «cene as at that time must be ex- 
hiiMted, induced me to believe that Napoleon knew some- 
thing of the art of uniting what we call comfort with re« 
eribation and state. 



u 



14$ BiAiV OF AN fixctntexoH ib tllAirC£, 



LETTEll XXVI, 



Parj% ttiday^ Sept. \S^ 

. i Wln^^it^ my friend B.vkk^-^ , a^&iglisfc 

Jlrdlileety ^md two other Gentiemen, whom we net witK 
at die LeuTTe^ to visit the ChetoUeF Senoai. with a let* 
ter of iiitvoduetioR from Mr^ West* We fband him as< 

r -- - - . , .... 

tiitieresting Md pTeas^iit \ik his deportmeht a» he is ce- 
lebrated from hhr scientific rei<^rc&es in every thih^that 
jfejates to the history aild antiqiiities of the fine arts. lie 
idoiiducted us wit& great' attention throagh tl^ ^veral: 
flpartmen'fs that contain his cabinets of cnriosiiii^ and 
fiiicf fpecimen» of painting and sculptures of thiese seve* 
KSi d^ertiB particular attention — maqy i)aore indeed thau 
tim be iic^iced hk A journal of this descriptioikr In everjr' 
rooih'and'ever^ part ofthis collection, we met with busta^ 
or smal} st^uesf of KapofeoUy t£ie only place m which we 
^ave fbimd^^'^ remaining. The largest and the worst 
of these is by the ^lebrated Canov^. It is iH marble^ 
a copy from hi& colossal statue of the Emperor. It 19 
m reality, neither ail ideal ilor a particular portrait* Itis^ 
not nature in the ab$tract;' and it certainly haa neither 
fhe featiM*es nor the eharac^^ of Buomiparte. It ia ob- 
viously defective in dignity, simplkityi aiid strengths 
It rather reminded us of the i^)ecimens of Rooi^ art^ fui^ 
it appears on the columns of Trojaii and Anfeoniae, thaK 
of the best models of Grecian statuary. It is however^ 
but fair to remember, that k isthe bust only of a whote* 
length figure,^ intended to be seen at a greaV distance^ 01^ 
the top of the magnificent column in the place Vendome, 
and as the artist works or ought to work for efl^t, the* 
whole ought to have been seen together in its destinect 
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fiituation, to justify the Beverily of ciitkism. The next in 
s'lXCf and perhaps the best, is that which presents itself on 
tliechinincy-pieceofthepiiblicbureaa, to every individunl 
who has any application to mak^ reliitivc to tlie depart' 
mentofthe &ae arts, overwbicb D^ion presides. It is 
a recent bait and represenla Napoleon in modera cos- 
tume, with all that fiillnesa of form, which of late years 
he had attained. This fullness, obscures in some d^ree^ 
the trails of energy aijd activity of character, which dis- 
tinguish the earlier busts and pictures of tho Emperor : 
and the countenance in the midst of all Us strength and 
determination, hasa composure that not only eriiicva con- 
siderable taste, but also a degree of good nature for whicli 
the world is not disposed to give biin ci-edit. It is to be 
remembered, however, that Buonaparte notoriously 
evinced upoo every occasion one of tlie traits usually 
considered as marks of some benevolence, a fousidernble 
degree of Ssndness for young children. Perhaps tile 
knowledge of this fact (which I have from good authori' 
ly) led me to the interjvetatioo I have given to some of 
the expressions in this bust, for my firiend U.does not seem 
to have beheld it exactly in the snme point of view. There 
are in the same bureau three female busts, by Canova, 
that arc extremely beautiful; one of these is a portrait I 
think, of the Queen of Etrurin; but it appears to be scarce- 
ly less ideal than the exquisite little Flora tim stands 
beside h. As a contrast lo tliese (if indeed the perfecti<Mi 
tattd veiisimilitude of individual beauty can be regarded 
as a contrast to the beau ideal) may be noticed another 
female bu^t, that seems not even to stand in need of co- 
lour or motion to give it viiuUty. It has a living smile 
upon its lips and in its eyes of the most f.iacinating de- 
scription, and the form and turn of the neck, and the 
harmony of the whole can scarcely be too much admir- 
ed < I a'^ked Mr. Dcnon who it was, but he infurmcd 
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US only that it was a lady of his acquaintance, and be* 
came eloquent in praise of its sweetness and expression. 
The breakfast-room, the interior chambers, and evenr 
his bedrrooi^ itself not excepting the necessary ftimi- 
tuve it contains, . are one continued museum, or repo- 
sitory of the very bijoux of art and curiosity. Among 
these might be particularly noticed a variety of small 
statues, and other antiquities, in bronze and vai*ious ma- 
terials discovered by this great ti'aveller, in Egypt and 
in other places. Perhaps the most curious of the Egyp- 
tian antiquities, are the two manuscripts, mentioned in 
his great woHk, which were found one of them in the 
hand, and one as part of the envelope of a mummy.'— 
These manuscripts are on Egyptian paper, and some 
of the colours are still tolerably fresh. Among the tr^-* 
sures of European discovery, distinguished places must be 
given for beauty and elegance, to the little bronze of a 
young man in the act of skipping, and two sitting figures^ 
equally dimunitive, of a warrior apd a female, the par-* 
ticular graqe an4 elegance of which^ b^ well as the at- 
tributes and attitudes, Mr. Denon has caused to be 
imitated, in the same size and materials with the features 
of Napoleon and his Empress* From several of the 
busts discovered at Herculaneum, Mr. Denon has had 
copies made in bronze, and he has also a very fine copy 
in bronzo of the Venus de Medici^ in the same material, 
but I confess I was not quite pleased to see such a statue 
in such materiaL ITie walls of all the apartments are 
covered with the most beautiful cabinet pictures : to have 
examined in detail would have taken days, not hours^ 
Two or three fine portraits and a very fine bust, by— i-, 
of Denon himself, are conspicuous also, and a sidle face, 
imitative of a cameo medalion, from the manufactory at 
Sevre, though not al)Solutely a chef d^ouvre, is a ^he 
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specitnen of what may ]be called the classical poree- 
lain of that royal establishment. For admission into the 
interior of this manufactory (the estihibition may be seen 
by every body) and such other places and ediiS'ces as rcr 
quire particular permissions, yre obtained billets, ftom the 
accommodating ' politeness of this gentleman, and his 
assistant M. Guyet, and returned to the Louvre highly 
gratified by the result of our visit. 

At the Louvre I examined a great part of the pictures 
of th^ Frepch SchooL The Clauds are not numerous 
nor of the first degree of excellence ; the Plague and the 

Deluge of Pousiii are above all commendation. The 
former is the only one in the collection the colouring of 
which is upon the whole to be admired ; but there are 
parts of the colouring (th^ flesh of the dead and of the 
dying) that are terrifically fine. Every artist, however, is 
aware that it is nor for, but in spite of his colourings 
that the compositions of Nicholas Pousin are adniired. 
The faults without the excellencies of this master attach 

to the greater part of the school ; but there ^re some 
very pretty things by Le Hyre (pne that deserves a 
liigher epithet) and some fine vernets. Upon the whole, 
however, it is accident, or nationality, not merit, that 
gives this compartment its distinguished station in the 
gallery of the Louvre. But perhaps it is modesty, not 
vanity that has dictated the arrangement— the three 
schools rise in succession — the French, the Flemish, the 
Italian : yoa begin witli Bourdon and Le Brun, and end 
with Titians and the divine Raphael. Among the 
painters of the Flemish Schpol. with whom I was not 
before acquainted^ I was particularly delighted with 
Vander-Werff, especially with his Repose of the Holy- 
Family, his Parin and CEnone, and his Dancing IS^ympbts 
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:be last is kisown ID Kii^andbyaprittt; but what print 
' can do- jti^ics to the exquisite sofinc^ of the colouring 
of VandeE- Wei-ff ! and upon Uie nbole, 1 beljevp his 
iserks are sot popularly known in E^giand, But 
j% is not my ititcnt^a to go st Urge into criti- 
<^Mn9 upoQ >^ arts. I leave ibem to the artist l>y 
proiVasion- Yet tq ^nd a part of every day in tbe con- 
templation of such interesting objects and be cnticel^ 
tSeat about tliein is impossible. 

, "We iioeA this day once more at the Trois Fwres 
^EpveDceaiix> in 3 room to ourseLves, convenient, for ouf 
party; tUc commoB wines were again very inferior to 
Yery's, and though the vbitc hermitage was good, and 
,. l}te ted much better, neither of them were eqi^al to tl^e 
yineaai, tbe other house. In short we unanimously pro- 
lyjOQcetlVery's incuwptu'ably the better restaurateur'H* 
and took our final farewul of the Proyenccaux. Frorn 
tKe dinner table we went to the Theatre, and for the first 
tunc were early enough to prick our places where we 
chose. We rtsolvcd for once to try the fiist gallery : 
which, although it be not so fashionable, we found to 
be infinitely superior in accommodation to the boxes; 
<6{>cclally, it was so to me, who, at a female theatre, 
iti those declaniHtory parts at least, where the into- 
nation and gesture do not assist the unaccustomed 
ear, want a peep now andthen at tbe book. In sliort all 
fftose whose soli; object is to enjoy the play (unless the 
party be of gcittliincn alone, and then ihey may go into 
the pit) -should go into the fir.^t gallery : they should 
thlte ciue, howevei", when they have paid Cor tlu's gallery, 
that they do not get tnist into the nppi>r boxes — against 
which tliere are niore objections tliau one. The pJay 
was Corneillo's master-piece, the Cid (a dull tron^tion 
of which we have ijii^cr the "Wns qI' S.iBK'ia) ; in whjcl* 
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« M. Perrici' made his first appearance on the Parisian, 
aod I believe upon anjr stage; be naa «iH supported by 
Afadame Bourgoin, in what U vc^«rded as one of her 
tcrybest chorscteis; I was hJgiily pk'o^cd with Utein 
both. The Parbians think tliat do man can be an actot 
who lias not had 20 years practice. At that rale liow 
yotingcharactersaVeevo-lo be well played, I cannot oom- 
(jreheml, but to my taste this yoang debutant is at this 
very time a better, because a mo re natural performer tluui 
their lavourite St. Prix. The other duiracCcrs ivere all 
flottble^ aa usual, in debuts. This is mcvit, I believe, in 
kiadueu. It was however unfortunate for our young 
ftdventurer; for in tlie last scene, his deputed majesty« 
who Gtood sometimes rather too much like a povt io the 
wny, thrust hit elbow so awkwardly in tlie way of Don 
Rodrigue, as to get a smart blow fram him in tha 
vivacity of action, with which be accompaiucd the 
lines— 



Another laugh hod been excited in the same seeti^ 
that hod a very di&erent character, when Chiineue eit- 
chiimed— 

Rndrigiicii in icnus qiip jr irn |<uW hnir?, 
Et fUNd ur. Rq\ eaninandc, un lui doit oHir I 

This was the i3nly sentiment throughout the whcd* 
play that could be tortured to any political appHcationj 
And I suspect it would be fortunate tor the present GtH 
Temmpnt, if all theatrical representations were as ire« 
from all obnoxiousness of party. 

N. B. I wish the Stnge Managers of our London 
tHieabres bad heard the obsovation of R. who joiaed 
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118 106 we came out of the Theatre ; f * it must be ackiWw* 
ledged, said he, that at least, all the actors on the French 
stage, even to the lowest clmracter iiv the scene ^a;? 
speak — in some style or Other at least they hate aU of 
them something that is like human utterance^ . 

Satiirdaifi SepiemherlT. 

fey way of varieiy I gave this morning at the Louvre 
to the German school, in which the French include (but 
not without distinction in the catalogue) the Flemish and 
the Dutch< Rembrant and Vandyke formed the princi* 
pal features of the day t artists too different in their 
style to be at all confbunded in reddllectioti, and upoh the 
comparative merits of whom it is not difficult to decidei 
Vandyke strikes and pleases, and has mariy e^^ellenci^, 
also, blithe has also some common pla^e, Rembrtttit is 
always himseli^ lind every stroke of his pencil i^hews the 
hand of a master. Rubens claimed comparatively but a 
small share of my attention, because I was already more 
familiar with his style than that of any other ; but Vander- 
Werff's again and agidn delighted me still moireand more. 
At night we went to,the Vaudville, one of those minor 
temples of the sportive muse that occupy the rank with-^ 
out being degraded by low buffoonery. The chief sup- 
ports of this house at present are the versatile JoIIi, and 
the beautiful Madame Desmares. The latter no less >n« 
terestmg as an actress than captivating in form and fea- 
ture, supported with equal grace the tenderness and sen- 
timent of Matilda in the Wood of Vincennes, and the 
vacant simplicity of Milady in the Road to Paris; but 
the former, a perfect Profheus, supported withlike ability, 
Laiitara, in " tlie Painter at the Cabaret," and ten dif- 
ferent characters in th& c(mcluding performance : of these 
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Milord, in our eye at least, appeared the most prominent. 
It is ah admirable good naturdd, axidlmajr acid instriic- 
tive burlesque, xipoh English simplicity, petulance, ahd 
pi*odigality, in which the hero Sets down to a French ' 
breakfast, for which he pays a guinea, quiEurels with the 
landlady as soon as he is' s^ted, and departs without ^ 
eating it.; while Milady (a titted cowslip) gives another 
guinea, in soothing simplicity, as an atonement for the 
angry but unintelligible woi'ds of her Lbrd. This proteus 
skill of sustaining'seVeral characters,* is not confined to' 
M. Jolli, or the Vaudville Thedtre, in the " Mercury' 
Gallant," at the Theati^ Francaise, thfe sam^ actor sup-- 
ports four different characters.' This, however well done,' 
mars the verisimilitude (which iis thfe perfection af^BiV 
aYt) by bringing the mind back too cifteii toth^^skffi aftcP 
Management of the afctor ; -biit it seems to- hfeigfitoi ttar 
g^tifidlti6n<>f a Piirisfiin' audience, who perhaps woiM; 
rather exult in the art and management of the actor, thaa^ 
be harried away by those natural emotions that lose sight? 
at once of the actor .and the art* 

, I ... [ Sufiday^ Sept, IS^. 

I accompanied D. and an Eiigliidb Architect loi^j^ 
moiming visit tb M« Percier^ weIl*-Ju9fown in the circles o^ 
art and litierature for hid architectural publications, an4 
who under successive revolutions has been sqperintend^ 
aht of the public worksi I have not seeii in Paris a phjn 
siognofny or a taunt'm-semble of air and deportment mpf ^ 
completely indicative of . 'the nnicm of fihe tiiste; and tbou 
higher powers of'intbllect and understanding* M^ 
him where one wduld, ixAr. under wliatever circumstance^ 
I think one ^hoidd pi^c^nee M; Perder to be a su^^eripfc^ 
ziiam His tbtiversatioh - justified the impkt^k>n« H« 
^emed consbi6d^ tfaat'the vmrks'h^ himself^ hiidsc^niaA 
jteiided wm liable to i^m^olgedions on thestoi^e^an^ . 

X 
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perfluous ornaments, and were not perfect in the congruw 
ty of their parts. '* We miist not always judge of the 
afcbitcctr'* sAid he, with just descrimmation, " by the 
edifice ; he is restricted in the exercise of his judgment 
in various ways — by the prescribed limits of' expenditure, 
by local circumstance^ by public prepossessions, by ttie 
will of his employers/' In answer to the enquiry, whe- 
ther under the Repubb'c the architectural taste had not 
been more purely Grecian, and affected more the clabo • 
rate ornament of the later Roman diking the Imperial 
Government, he denied that the Parisian architecture 
bad ever been Grecian in reality, or possibly could be so^ 
whatever it might affect in some particulars. The uses 
w6re not Grecian, the climate was not Grecian ; the mkn- 

nerg aiid habits of the people were not Grecian; and the 
architecture of a building should follow the uses, since* 
the uses could not follow the architecture, . and should be. 

ikrcbmmodated to these circiunstaiices, since these eircum- 
stances coilld not accommod&te tfaemsdves to the bitfld^' 
ing. The Grecian, however, was the basii^ of all just 
architecture :' the* Roman was only Grecian accommo- 
dated to the uses and circumstances of the times. ^ In tlie 
Gtecian States the buHdings were for thc'ficople^ and 
were to i^trike at first view and by general effect— every 
thing was to be for apparent use-^nothing for studied 
Ornanienf ; 6ut the nsfes were t^ be rendered ornamentab 
When Eitiperbrs and private individuals .were the em-' 
l^loyers, the burfduig was to pleaseloy closer inspeetidnand 
Haore elaborate ornament and to display the wealtli and 
cstetit&tion of the builder; andthiis the ardiiteetnre of 
the time of the £taperors lost its origkial simpUcity. I 
will not, at present^'pursniC this conversation furdier,.nor 
mingle with^ it the reflections it suggested .to my mind ; 
Hiiffiee to say that Mr Pcreiojr shewed- hiffisclf. in every 
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reflect worthy the rank he holds among nrlUts in a coun- 
try where so much attention to the Arts has heen paid, 
for mnny years, and with so mucii coinparative success. 

After a visit to the Louvre, we walked into the Mar- 
ket «f tlie Inoocents, where the fountain (which is one 
ol' the finest in Paris, since its improvement, both ifi 
structure and supply of water, under the direction of Nii- 
poleon) was playing, cooling the surroundifig air^ tor the 
^ay was intensely hot, tuidilispanEing the means of henItU 
and comfort. There are many of these fountains in Pa- 
ris; this and the one just finished near the Boulevards 
St. Antoine, are ihe fioest. Tliey af e by fur the most 
interesting of ail the water-worlts of France, for tliey arc 
useful, and that utility should be rendered ornaniental 
will always hte admitted on principles of true taste, though 
nature is not to be tortured and subverted, merely for 
the sake of an ornament. The market-places and the 
abatoirs that have been built by the orders of Napoleon, 
should be visited by those who wish to appreciate Giirly 
theprobabic permanent influences of his reign; nor ought 
our abhorrence of his tyrannous ambition to prevent us 
front adopting his improvements. We went aAerwsrda 
to Ml Gerodat's wliere we had tho pleasuic of seeing 
his picture of the Deluge, which won, but never remtFe(4 
the adjtidged prize, i^lOOO, jillhough thop;iijiter contend- 
ed with Uavid. Whether Napoleon dissented from a 
judgment which he could not reverse, or whether tho 
fClOUO was wanted for niilitary purposes, the non-per- 
forraaufc of the public contract it| tlu!^ respect must he 
regaixled as the act of a despot, who was in the habit 
of making every con siderat ion lien d before Ids capricious 
^yill. The Endymion of this artist is the only one of his 
pictures that is kifo>vn to the public through the mediuni 
pf a print. It does not do justice to the original: 
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but all the pictures we saw have t}ie characteristic defects 
•f the BLQw Frcjich school— inarble fle9b a^d tin foliage ; 
and the A^belaey which being much admired, was pur- 
chased by an association of artists and literati, as a pre* 

sent to. Chateaiibrianjt, the author of the tale from "which 
it is taken, though i4 the moment of interment repre- 
'sents not death, but sleep. 
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LETTER XXVII. 

jRaris, JUbmUg^ Sgiifembet I9« 

; W& w^tibit mo)piQg,.as 8QO0 4Ui.wci bad ^^reajlf^faste^ 
t0 afc the Eleph^t, pt^nineiiced by tjheoif^eryt^ndfV^ftff 
Ae design, pf Bupqaparic!,)uffis^lftv49a.tibQTBci*ej^ t^^ 
BSeostile. Tbis .gigantic mpa«ttQ^nt<^ a mind 4)1^ 4^ 
lighted in every thing stupendous: isf &qxxi:,'ey^.^JWn 
derati(Hi»^ worthy, of bei^'noti^;ithpQgb; f^fCftsSf^if 
\» somewhat difficult.;- Napoleon haying .determinftd fq 
frebt to a public foumt^^oQ the.q>ott.(it;iB jtOjbe hc^^e^ 
that some day or other^ ; something equally u^^^ wil) 
be erected in ih^ neighbourhood oft V/nceni^QSy j-r^a pr^ 
mium was of&red for the best; plt^q an4 desi|gi}; sixty* 
^ee were offered, but all. rejected, ^nd his pwn idea' 
produq^d.an enormous . Elephant^ ninety-five French 
feet) equal to an hundred and three English) in^igHt, 
with a castle pn his back that was to serve as a res(?rvojlr 
fox the water, the principal jet of which was to be thrbwn 
irom his proboscis in two streams to nearly half 'the ak 
titude of his body, while smaller fountains were to gu^ 
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,- '..K'c* - ' ""! ■.:■•: ' ':^ "\.\ i . ^i 
from beneath bis front feet, as if forced out of tbe earth 
Tjy tlie weight of 'liis enbrtoous ptessiire, Thfe diescrig- 
tlqik liad iiiilkmed^our cufibsitV, and irOm thepblitdi^ 
^fiei^&'df^ the CbevalicT'Denin we had 'procured ah ordor 
fbr admisrfon;' but ^hen we arrived/ 6ur cothpanioiiy 
to whbse cai^ it l^ad been ^trusted,* foiind that he hbd 
kft ^ behind him^ and be bad to return almbst! to' tKb 
ioppoflite ^^xtremity of" {^fcfe to fetch' it.^ We'in the 
jm^fl^t^^ile rwetit to tli0 O^rdei^ of Hants, and to 'thb 
Mnseum of Comparative ApatOttiy^ where he promlsefl 
\tojoihus*. Hhis4atter is very^rich ittskeleton6; iii<this 
qnqiect very jiqpecjor . ta any thing we hate }n England; 
■md thete were .sDmeFV^ Cffrious apd' inttrudive prd^ 
{Mirations, oecadier'modelsiinwax; thepre^riitiottB in 
^q[)kits are also extensive :i^ oorioais; but-'in injeetionv 
$aA dryipre{>apEUioiis»ii« ha^e sevend coileottons'-tbirt; ore 
infinitely siipenor,' lEhem is a part* of this Musetin^ 
tioi^ever,/ that ir shewn ati^ toistndente, and whin w^. 
^Qsi4er it as: cpnnected with^the stu£Fed*prep«nrtigMc iii 
j^ ^V9eym ol HHwifal {JUitorjr and ithft ^wXptsmypob^ 
l^^uo^^^lli^ md beastt)rdii>'|he[£MenBfc 

g6ri% ifi^ipfinnot'jwt^adiaireldhee^tenstTeaaeanff 
(|ifiQ impr^^^me^t thus ofiered to-puUltc emiosityir 
^ jMufN^utntif :;>j[atiiral Hiafeoi^twhtdsw^neKl- visited; 
we lu^jmy'friend Mr;*- B* who »dth.oDe'.vf (lis^sms :and 
another young gentleman, had b^n ny^ing ap agi;i(*^i!« 
fufalrtotnr to'the'sduVh; attd Relighted, us 'w{th much in- 
fenuatidrii* whlcfti'I'hppe he will feel to he too inu)ortaJ(it 
to 'be withheld ffom the public. Thp accounts th^ 
giVe 'of the'entfre change of cli^rac^er fimong the peasan-* 
tiyi 'dbeir sedatei?i(6ss, in^ cbrnfom (so opj)o- 

iiite' to what'has been represented) are fruitful of Instruc- 
ti'dti t6 the ffo!iticat ecohomift. \ At length, our he^eai| 
companion rpturhed with the ard^r.;. and ^^..and.rhi^ 
tarty retiitned with U9 to the Elephant. I must, not 
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fccre go into the detail d^er of ^ewcaptmi or of life 

fp(bnii9tion f^ collected oo this qpot, nor would it be 
fidr poJiapi to repeat #11 that tjie imtini«i|wn of 0qK- 
guide poured p|it npoo the occgrion, Tl^e emimeMoii 
gf lacts, however, idativein wl^t the Emperof had doofft 
and was doing towards re-edifyii|g Paris was worth at- 
feptioii, andioajbe of future utility: had he reigned 
ten yean Ipogert . said his panegyrist, net a dirty lanc^ 
aor a narrow street, woal4. }utTC been left in BJX Parti.^ 
it 19 a well-known £u^ that it w» the intention of 
l^uonap^rte to make one grand and spacioos street from 
jlhe Thoilleries to this Elephant, and from the Elephant 
jto ihe Trone and the barrier of Vineennes* The plat| 
js nyu'ked Qut on the existing maps, and the commence^ 
.incuts of widening streets and other improveinents^e 
every where vbible. — The model of the Elephant iif 
nearly complete, - and the basons of tha fountains are ia 
fcrwdness* It is to be cast in bronze, butit goes on 
very slowly since the restoration : perhaps the Govern* 
<nent are' equally reluctant to proceed and apprehensive 
of obvious relinqnisbment : the work, if completed, would 
be one of. the chief glories of Paris ; but the financea 
^ure exhausted, and they want money; and yet 1500 
men are employed in tasteless fooleries at Versailles. 

The Hall of AbiiQciaQce^ ap eno^ous building, upon 
^ simple and excellent model, extending the whole length 
of the fosse of the BastUe, next challenged our attention. 
Our accounts of this are not as satisfactory* If intended 
as a granarv in tlie hand^ of ^1)6. Goverpm^i^t, under, 
pretence of reservation t^aifi^t ^carcity, nothing but 
thisi?hief could result. When will Qoyernments leanif 
that their business is ^o legislate and to protect, not to 
traffic and to hoard ? That commerce and agriculture 
fire bt^'to^^S^ when they are left to themselves, ^i^u 
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(Kat the contention of individual interests instix^vdiy 
finds that level of general good which restrictions and; 
tegulations never could coxnmand? If the meire in- 
tention was to btrild granafics and vaults, to be let out 
to wine-merchants and corn-dealers, where their cotti- 
moditi^ might be stored in safety till their own calcula-. 
tions of intere^ shoidd lead them to take their commo- ^ 
dities mto market^ the provision, in the existing state of 
private capital was wise and goodi I suspect however 
that it was part of the plan of Buonaparte to victual his 
myrmidons in Paris at the public expenoe, and to make 
all Paris his myrmidons, that they might overawe at > 
once the provinces of France, and of the cooqaered 
6p\mtries. 

' !My s5n and myself dined with our English frieiids ia 
the neighbourhood of the Palais Royal, and then wen£ 
t6 the Opera Comique, where we saw as a first piece 
what had beeilbiir aftefpiece before, The Caliph OfStg^ 
dfid: arid after it an Opera of three acts, Setimd and 
Azore. Gi'outy's music touched us witfi a thrilling d&-, 
light, and the performers, without exception, acted and 
stmg in a style that did full justice both to the author and 
the composei'. A quarrel in the Pit about places, rela-^ 
tive to the inviolability of which the laws of honoui'are ! 
trfery fiice here, shewed the dfiffferent character of a French 
atid £f)glish audience : liobody thronged around the dis- ' 
putrfnCs, nobody interfered, not even the companions of 
the young man (the elder had no cortupaiuoti with hiinj * 
itor was the performance interrupted | before ihe cuitain 
drew up again, the parties retired, and thre6 or fourifbU^! 
lowed them without tumult. The wofst wordsf' that 
(Massed between them * ^ere jpeefan/ and etivi.' After ^ 
Sbme time the elder retdffied ti^ith a composed, and some ' 
. time after the youitgoT) 'with a downcast countenance. I' 
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2W5tfoy, September flO. 

Having been 6:toii^ed With ai? oMer firbiii-M. IWbdii, 
w^i'Virited 'MftliMisbft. . -We* did riot* me^wfth"*tfie 
pOrii^ and Ws- veCieran fHend ^akr ; i feinahf |ierfonhed[ ' 
dk^de:4)f fiWrisd. The >oatsi<te- of riiift paViKon 'ditf 
nbt p^oniid^ hhicb*^ I^ is in the iniere cottage or &rm- 
hkmse4tyle; and- a fevr statues 'in the fronti father offend 
by imtofigrnity^lian elevate by ornamenti* -Hnt-Wh^tbe 
dbor^'lhii g^Wy' ^vM opteieH/and t9f^ fih^ ioB^dion 
of'llilflMialu^ and-panitihg»^ireseht^ it^ciHv we foond"* 
ourselves at once transported as it were by magic * into" 
the very regions of taste and elegant refinement. The 
statuary first caught my attention^ It is modem; bt|t I, 
liave seen nothing* of modem art to equal it. I will 
merely give a catalogue at present, With the different de-^. 
gr^ of adihiration as I noted them on the spot. : Hebe— 
Canova ! ! . Fafis, do. ! ! ! Cupid and Pysche^ do. I ! 
•feipisclibre,' Jo. ! ! \ ! Venus with drapery {preparing 
1^ tEelbath), Chaudet ! ! ! Paris bearing. aLamb». 
cStto.l fiiist .of the Emperor's Sister, do. Bust of. 
Josepnme, do. ! Bust of Prir>ce Eugene^ do. Whole; 
ltiigthx>f Josephine rin the attitude of 'meditation* . l. 
<mn,well believe the scrvand who shewed us -the hou6e^. 
tjliat this last is unworthy of the originaL Of the pic-, 
tnre^I shall neither attempt a cat^lggue nor a descrip* 
torn. The K^oUection^al together is charn^ing,. and thouga, 
■everal ^re copies^ they are not ordiaarjr cqpica. .A 
Xepnarjin di Yjinci, deMghted me very highly ; Lshould: 
have .jtakou the rprincipal figure foruVirgiQ Mary, if. 
tlie wKeel had not indicated -a Saint, Catherine. . Venu^. 
with two Cypids, attiring herself by a ^maU mirror; bj> 
my fiivounte Titian, has all the exquisiteness of that 
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' liagtet. A Dog, by Poller, is all that sttdk a mbyact 
can be ; and tlie Woman taken in Adultery, by Guar* 
tfa^o, is in the best style ci that mastor. 

In tlie adjoining room, the Inside of a Prison with a 
young man in fetters standing on a table, and drawing a 
Virgin and Child upo;i the wall, with the gestures and 
attitudes of the gaoler and prisoners, is one of those 
speaking pictures whicb defy description, but once seen 
can never be forgotten. The other apartments are fur- 
nished in the very best style of taste and elegance, and 
the garden is by far the finest specim^i of pure taste 
that we ever met with in France. Every thing about 
this house reminds one at once that it has been inhabited 
by a being of superior order both in taste and moral at- 
tributes, an4 that being is no more — parttculariyHhe 
looks and deportment of the servant, an English woe 
man, who bad been four and twenty years in France^^ 
.and eighteen of those had lived with Josepfaine."<-«There 
:Was a settled sorrow in her countenance, and aa 
expression of tender regret in every intonation of her 
voice that were highly interesting. We walked by ob- 
scure paths through woods and vineyards to the aque« 
iduct, which B. and some others of our party had not 
iseen ; and thence to St. Germains, which was vafaiaUe 
prindpally for the walk,, ^nd for tlie fbtterlng altentkMit 
which as Englishmen we received from some officers 
and gentlemen we met with there. The palace ia not 
shewn, and as an cftigect is less interesting dose by thsdi 
at a distance. The top of the aqueduct is near ^o^gh 
fer St Germains* But the country is pleasing, the ter-^ 
race commands a fine view ; and we were amused to see 
in tb^ pa^k groups of from twenty to thirty women seated 
on the grass at work, with more than as many young 
children tumb^ng about upon the ground among them«< 
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From St. Oermaliis we returned hi a cabriolet to Ae 
gardens of the Thuilleries ; whence, in a vehicle of the 
same sort, we bad gone to Malmaison ; for as the ladies 
did not accompany us, we were disposed for once to make 
trial of these conveyances. They are very eecfnoilucal, 
b«t nfof Very cbmfortabli?. "" 



^ 
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filtJCH of this ddy wai consumed m fruitless inquiries 
l^er the best mode of Conveyance to Calais. In point of 
what is called economy indeed, there is no difficulty abotlft 
decision in this matter : for cheapness and expeditioh 
€here is nothing like a French Dili^nce ; and if the ob- 
ject of the trsaveHer be only to travel ove'r as much ground 
as he can, and at as little expence,^ let him pack hknself 
up with the other luggage in the vdoaopher, an/d ]|ey 
from place to pkce: he may gaHop as fest as he wishesi 
But we had enough of this mode of travelling from 
Rouen to Paris/ and of repentance for such loss of time 
and opportunityi* Travellers who have their wits about 
them, travel' to dee, to learn, and to enjoy ; and whea 
cheapness and expedition are sufiered to interfere with 
those obj)BCts, it is bad economy, both of money 'dnd of 
time. Whatever is expended of either to no purpose 
(be it ever so little) is' extravagant squandering: to ex-* 
pend what we can spare, be it ever so much, in procur-^ 
ing w;bat we want and can eDjoy, is the oi^y true fruga^ 
Htj. We resolved therefore not f^ endure the profitless 
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fatigue of travelling two nights and two days incessantly^ 
in a vehicle that would shut us out from all observation. 
Bat the Postmasters furnish horses only and no car- 
riages, and we kfnented iigain, as indeed we have never 
failed to do, not bringing our own carriage with us. 
We should ha\fe required perhaps a set of French wheela 
to accomndodave ourselves to the shaking of the paved 
roads, (though :these by die way are smoothness itself 
In compariscni with die paved roads of Lancashire;) 
but stUl, let no English family that has a carriage come 
to France without it. The dealers in th^se jvehicles^ 
to whom I was first recommended, hAdilie^cQqscieiioe 
to ask ma 350 and even 4QQ firanks for the hire of a 
Jkrlin — this would have J(na4^ jiostin^ pretty dear. 
What remained of the mqrning I gave tp the Louvre^ 
returning to the great masters of the Italian JSchool, and 
comparing the works of two great favourites, Raphael 
^d Titian. After dinper I ifr^sit with my joung men to 
the Theatre of Gaieties, 4;q see the DogiOf MontardOf 
or Forest of Bondu The entertainments of this Theatre^ 
.as well as the 'sc^ery, &c. though very much bdov 
those of the Vaiidville and the Varieties, are yet very su- 
pefior to those of our secondary Theatres. If the per^ 
formers are not in reality very gay, some of them at least 
SLtrive verj^ hard to be so. The dancing h^re is a romp in 
comparison yiiih that of the Freiich Opera House. I^ow 
as this Theatre desceuds in the comparative scale of esti- 
mation and cjegance, still on the sta^e and amoi^g the 
audience all is jorder. The scenes are shifted without 
4elay or confusion— they fit correctly at top b» 
bottom, and on the sUes, — no obvious gaps be- 
tween the wings ^nd the back scene; itor patch-* 
Jng of woods with, a piece of bedchamber, or pa- 
^i^ccs with a perpendicular stripe of garden. The stage 
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.presents yon a eomplete picture^ and the auditom gb to 
•enjoy the spectacle, not to clamour, and make confusion* 
"When the gens d'l^nns think the pit full, they intiniate 
the circumstance to the door-keeper and no more are ad- 
•mitted ; and when you have once set youlrself down the 
•place is sacred to you; go out when you will, and stay 
out as long as you please, the slightest intimation left 
behind (a glove, a handkerchief) secures the freedom c^ 
ydur access on your return. The military uniform of the 
guardians of good order offends an Englishman's feel- 
ings ; but the coat is all that is objectionable. Evory 
thing that I have seen in the demeanour of these people^ 
is that of peace (^cers in the best sense of the word ; I 
have never seen tkem creating a riot for the fees of aa 
apprehension. 



LETTER XXIX. 



Paris^ Thursday^ September 22# 

WE devoted a part of this morning to the Louvre, 
but a larger portion of it to thc^ Elise de Bourbon — for 
so at present it is called, but &r what reason, except that 
every thing must now be Bourbon, it would be difficult 
to divine. The Elise abuts upon the Elysian Fields, 
but is entered from the Rue Faubourg St. Honors, It 
was heretofore called Elise Napoleon, having been the 
house of Buonaparte before he was Emperor, and been 
fitted up under his direction, in that style of superior 
tasie in which among his cotemporaries he must be ad^ 
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mitted to have shone unrivalled. He afterwards sold ofr 
gave it to JMurat ; but when that Oenctal became King 
of Naples it reverted to Ni^oleon, and became again Mm 
private resid^ice^ in which he oocasionally enjoyed per* 
haps more sequestration 4Uid retirement than could be to- 
cured amid the pomp of the ThuOleries. As a mere 
house elegantly furnished) and accompanied by an es:« 
odloit town garden in the best En^ish style, it is a 
inastcirpiece of taste and elegance* Every stranger 
diould see it if be can. It bea^t many marks and mo* 
morialsof its re^ective possessors; and in one of the 
ItKims are the portraits of almost all the fiimily of the 
ex-emperor. The effect on entering the hall is veay 
Sftfciking; the staircase itself being sufficiently imposing^ 
and being reflected on the first landing place in inrniente 
plates of glass, produoes an impression truly superb. Jn 
the room immediately adjoinmg this hall are two large 
historical pictures, one from the Italian School, Susan* 
X^h and the Elders ; the other of the modern Frenck^ 
School (Slumber and Harmony, I believe it may bo 
called) from the pencil of Franque^ a pupil of David's. 
This latter possesses ail the &u|ts, without all the ezp* 
cellencias of the modem school. - Something of linin* 
telligibility in the story may be accused, since the effect 
is poetical. A nymj^ is sleeping beside a river, a lover 
with bis harp is hovmng ov^^ but at a req)ectiul dis* 
tance, while lips of the images reflected in the liquid 
mirror fure joined in a kiss. — lAU this may be permitted^ 
but why the skin of the sleeping maid should be of flesk 
coloured marble^ and her drapery of satin spar; why 
the foliage should be all made of tin, and the moonshine 
be a stream of milk; and above all, why the painter 
should have stolen the right arm of the Venus de Me^ 
dicis, and laid it, all marble as it is, in a state of dislo* 
cation agaipst the dbotdder of the slumbeiring beauty^ 



awns^M^ 






W DUKT 07 4V BXCrnjSION TO VAAircS. 



kt the painter ansv^ if he can* Pbor SusaaQah, at 
our JBxst entrance, had challenged but little of otir at^ 
tendtioo ; the glaring pretension of M. ^Franque compelled 
our eyes to the other side ; but with what satis&ctioii 
did we afterwards turn to ,tbe ehaster and leas presump^. 
tire style of the Italian* Alas, in every art bow di& 
ferent are the qualities that attract an instantaneous gazc^ 
and those that command a lasting admiration. There 
^e some other paintings in other psuctiof the house that 
do not speak very highiy for the general state of the art 
of paiating in France; and if I were to yield to the im« 
pression made upon my mind by jsome recently visited 
exhibitions, I confess I should benluch disposed to unsay 
agam much that I have said in former parts of my journal 
about French Artists. Three grand children of Jdse^ 
piiinc. (children I believe of Eugene) with their cherub 
fa^es moire llian th^ir che^riib wings, make us forget th^ 
want of taste and mastery in the painter ; but three othei^ 
the children of Murat, were too bad for apology. la 
the boudoir of the Empress, however, are two very 
pretty cabinet pictures, in the style of Turbourg, from 
the pencil of Mademoiselle Gerard, sister of the artist 
of that nan^e. But it is not for paintings that we come 
to the Elise. The Salle a Manger and Salle de Dance 
occupy the priopipid poition of the ground floor. They 
are divided ^y an entip^e p^i^icion of Ipoking glass, and 
the boarded floor of the opc^ ^nd niarble pavement of 
the other, are warmed in the winjce^', n^t by cajrpets ox 
by visible Arcs, but by piped which conv/ey the heat to 
e\ery part of these as well as to (he waljs of the respective 
apartments. On each side ^hc wrjls of the dancing rooiQ 
are paj^it^ with a series of landscapes, v|ew^ in Egypt, 
ii) ^taly, and on the banks of the Seine. In one of these 
i^ ultroduced a portrait of the Queen of Naples, and 
most of the others sct^ enlivened by some passage^ o( 
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IMreserve aome lAeBiOrial of the eTentful Ustory of Nt* 
poleoik^ In the dining-room, which is a specimen of 
superb simplicity, the large pier glasses that fiU up the 
else blind recesses facing the wiiulows, form a dis« 
tinguisbipg and characteristic feature. From the win- 
dows of a large parlour, where simple white and gold 
are reflected in magnificent, mirrors^ you command the 
fine lawn and garden, which, for picturesque effect, may 
vie with the best gax*dcns of like dimensions in our coun- 
try; ESrance.has of late done some homage to English 
taste, in this department : but another half, perhaps a 
whole century must roll away (at least under present 
auspices) before the execrable aficctation of the age of 
Louis the 14th is bamd^ from her public walks and 
gardens^ 

I wUl not dilate upon or even transcribe the notices I 
minuted down upon the spot respecting the whole series 
of rooms on the respective floors ; but the bed room of 
Napoleon, green and gold with martial and imperial or- 
naments, its immense looking glasses, its superb cabinets* 
and his writing table bearing on every part of its sur- 
£ice the marks of his pen-knife, must not be passed over. 
In every apartment we have seen where Buonaparte has 
been habituated to sit, in solitary study, we have traced 
these peculiar marks of his irritability* It seems that 
whenever he was either writing or meditating, he sat 
always with a pen-knife in his left hand ; and when any 
thing crossed him or thwarted or interrupted the flow 
of hU mind^ or a difficulty arose which he could not 
immediately solve, he jobbed the knife sometimes seriiard 
as to break it into the table, to the great profit of the 
upholsterer at least, if not to the clearance of his own 
understanding* Neither ought I to omit all mention of 
the adjoining library, with its mechanic staircase, folded 






up iti the wainscot ; the beautiful boddoivr df white mA 
ftilver with violet cushions ; or the bath room so cotive- 
tiientlyapproximating and so cotnplete in accommodatimi. 
* But above all the sleeping room of tte Empress — a most 
beautiful povSion of blue satinr, supported upon a frame 
of gold, must not be forgotten. If all is splendour in 
' his own, and all pomp and magnificence in the public 
tttits of apartments, here and in all the apartments in all 
kis palaces allotted to the Empress, all is harmony and 
beauty ; the blue is seen to break through the white, or 
white diversifies the blue, but no glaring mixtures of os- 
tentatious colours intrude in those private recesses whiefa 
looks as if they were devoted to peace and tenderness and * 
repose. The billiard room, which is of yellow satin, is 
also a very fine thing. Kapoleon seems to have btxsp 
very fond pf this game ; and we were told that the Enj^ 
press was no less fond of it. To enumerate the various 
and significant devices of the clocks (which form. It 
should seem, a necessary part of the furniture of every 
room) and other elegancies of ornamental fumiture» 
would be endless. Time diiving a Chariot, and Cupid 
another, of which the exterior circle of the wheel is the 
dial-plate, were the most appropriate; the Horatii after 
Payid's picture, perhaps, the most exquisite — ^perhaps 
the figures look better here than on the canvas ; there 
they appear too much like statues rather than living merr,^ 
here they are what they seem to be. But the smaller 
suit of apartments belonging to this house have acquir- 
ed an interest which entitles them to particular notice—^ 
It was here, not in the imperial chambers, that the Em- 
peror Alexander took up his residence, after his victor 
>^ious entrance into the capital of his enemy. Into the 
library he ordered his own simple iron bedstead, and 
here he slumbered in his clothes on a simple pallet. The 
qiagnanimity and unaffected simplicity of this maU'^ 
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ftll the stories can be believed of him that one gathers 
even in Paris) seem to give him a title to the highest 
estimation, that of moral greatness. That the man who 
entered Paris as a conqueror should be esteemed, nay 
beloved by the Parisians, is a praise, worthy 50 triumphal 
entries, afad a better ptnegyric than poets and historiani 
can ^ver pen. In a former part of this journal, when 
speaking of the column in the Place Vendome, It was 
said, upon such authority as I could then collect, that 
the colossal statue from the top of that column was taken 
by Alexander to Russia, to adorn the new city of Mos- 
cow ; upon much better authority I am now called upoa 
to contradict that statement. I am assured, that however 
mysterioudy concealed, it is yet somewhere or other in 
Paris — that it had been offered to Alexander, but that 
he had refused to take it, or to take any thing for him- 
«elf. ' He could assume no badge of personal triumph 
over Buonaparte, he said ; Buonaparte had beaten him, 
but he had never beaten Buonaparte in person, he could 
not take his efiigie^ therefore at his chariot wheels. For 
the honour of human magnanimity, I am disposed to give 
credit to this anecdote : and if it be true, I am proud to 
be the first to give it a public tongue. 

We were not successful in our application to see the 
Hotel of the Cardinal Fesch. We were too late; the 
workmen were in the house making essential repairs and 
alterations I Suppose. This was a great loss. The col- 
lection of rare and unique specimens of art is, we under* 
stand, inestimable; but there is one specimen that more 
than all inflamed my curiosity. To study the works of Mi- 
chael Angelo it is still necessary to go to Rome. Even 
the Louvre boast only one small picture of that great 
artist He painted but little in oil, he deemed it an 
amusement for children ; his immortal works, or those 
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at least which all who have seen ihem tell us ought to be 
immortal, are painted in fresco upon the walls of churches 
and palaces. One of these wiills, the Cardinal, it seems, 
CQUiiivcd to bi'ing away, an^J put up in.his Hotel in 
Paris, a circumstance with which I was untbrtunately 
not acquainted till it was too late for me to avail myself 
of the intelligence. In our way back ^.e looked into the 
Lyceum (now Lycee de Bpurboo.) The interior por- 
tico exhibits the purest speciimen of the simple Doric that 
we met with in Paris. The sculpture in the front is de-f 
faced, yet leaves a ragged outline that tells the story of its 
former record. I suspect these defacements do more 
harm than good; they may sometimes awaken regret; 
4hey never beget esteem ; they look too 4nuch like thfe 
spite of a little mind that enjoys not its triumph with equa- 
nimity. At any rate the artist must regret if what is der 
6t roved be not replaced by something in equal taste.— 

This has^ hitherto not beei^ the case. 

« 

We flin^ at whpt is called a Pensione^ that is to say, 
at a sort pf subscription table in a private house, where 
we understood that we should meet a select party, as no- 
body can be admitted but those who are regularly intro- 
duced. The company consisted almost exclusively of 
Germans and Swiss; but such a company and such a 
dinner ! Genius of French viyacity and French cookery 
defend me from the Pensione ! The expcnce, it is trup, 
our cup of cofibe included, was less thap four franks a 
head ; but conj^iderijig the wine we drank, >ve could 
have dined for less at Verry's. Some wretched soup wjis 
followed by some tasteless fragments of beef floated in 
water thickened by potatoes, a kind pf beggarly imita- 
tion of an Irish stew, and this by a large dish of hashed 
eggs that seemed to have been dressed in no over- 
cleanly stew-pan ; e^ud the rear was closed by a youi)g 



,» 



-■• ■•• *■ J" 



DUET OF AN SXCURSIOK TO FSAKCSf 171 

tarkey half roasted, which the gentleman who undertook 
the office of master of the ceremonies contrived, after 
toiling and puzzling over it for almost half an hour, to 
hack and tear to pieces. The company too (at least the 
greater part of it) app^ired to me as coarse as the diet; 
tlieir cdiiyersation was loud, and their mirth boisterous; 
and while some of the gentlemen took their cup of co& 
fee, the ladies amused the rest by burning great lumps of 
sugar, in largespoonsfulof brandy, of which the fair in« 
flamers took their equal share : I thought myself trans- 
ported to a cellar in St. Giles's, and was as cross as to ther 
JelloWy till I could make my escape : but the Marriage 
of Figaro, at the Theatre Francaise, restored me to good 
humour. It was indeed aaed in excellent style^ through 
almost every character, and gave me a very high opiniou 
of the comic actors of the Parisian stage. As the piece 
itself is very long (I do not mean too long — I felt neither 
satiety nor fatigue) it was followed by no after-piece. I 
wish the example were followed in England; it would 
then be unnecessary to cut out so many of the fine sceneg 
and passages of our immortal Shakespeare, as to render 
some of his noblest works in the representation mere ua<* 
intelligible scries of unconnected scenes. But our mana- 
.gers have to cater for the half-price gentry— a 9ort of 
jgkjnphibii unknown in the Parisian theatres. 
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